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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, February 6, 2023 

5:30 P.M. - PHOTOS 

5:45 P.M. – Closed Session  

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the 

Columbus County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, 

for the purpose of conducting the Regular Session. The meeting was held on Monday, February 6th, 2023.  

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager 

Lavern Coleman, Vice Chairman Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Chris Smith Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Deputy Clerk 

Giles E. Byrd Jana Nealey, Clerk to the Board 

Brent Watts   

Scott Floyd  

Barbara Featherson  

 

Agenda Item # 1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER: 

 

At 5:45 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Monday, February 6th, 2023 Columbus County 

Board of Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 

143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE: 

 

Agenda Item # 2: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A) (3) 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE  

 

MOTION: 

At 5:46 P.M., Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into 

Closed Session in accordance with N.C.G.S § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney-Client privilege, seconded by 

Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and enter into REGULAR SESSION 

 

MOTION: 

At 6:15 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess Closed Session, seconded by 

Commissioner Watts.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

READING and APPROVAL of CLOSED SESSION GENERAL ACCOUNT: 
 

Board Attorney Worley gave a general account of the closed session stating that one matter of 

potential litigation and two matters of potential litigation were discussed.  

 

MOTION: 

At 6:16 P.M, Commissioner Byrd made a motion to accept the General Account, and seconded by 

Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed.  

 

Regular Session begins at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Agenda Items # 3: PUBLIC HEARING  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Hearing - 6:30 P.M.- CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization Grant. 

The purpose of this hearing is to close out the CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization Grant. Tammy 

Jones, a representative from Adam’s Company spoke of the 7 homes that were torn down and re-built 

with the funds from this grant.  
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Agenda Items # 4 and # 5: INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Scott Floyd.  Everyone in attendance stood and pledged 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Byrd. 

 

Agenda Item # 6: APPROVAL of the BOARD MINUTES: 

 

A) January 17, 2023 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve the Board Minutes with a correction made on the 

header to include Commissioner Featherson, seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion 

unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 7: APPROVAL of the AGENDA and TAX REFUNDS and RELEASES: 

 

B) Tax Refunds and Releases 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Agenda, Tax Refunds and Releases, seconded 

by Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 8:  PUBLIC INPUT 

  

Columbus County Resident Wendy Garrell commented on the following: 

Opioid Spending 

 “Why is all of our money going to other counties instead of this county, people talk about how 

poor this county is but if they cared about this county they would do more about it” “Are we 

promised the 10 beds for people from this county? There are plenty of empty buildings and 

churches willing to help. 

Response 

 Chairman Ricky Bullard  

o The 10 beds are promised to people from our county and it is an annual contract. Also, just 

to help you out with your questions, if I may Wendy, this is all new to us, and when it first 

started we did look within the county to see if we had available the caliber of treatment and 

space needed. 

  

 County Manager Edwin Madden Jr. 

o There is not and has not been a facility in Columbus County available for potential patients.  

These 10 beds have been reserved at The Healing Place in Wilmington NC, just for 

Columbus County residents in need.  

o The facility in Wilmington has been overtaken by this program, Trillium, and from my 

understanding it was a 50-million-dollar project and our obligation is 65 dollars a day, at no 

cost to our residents. So it is the most inexpensive way we can help people at this time. 

  

 Board Attorney Boyd Worley  

o There is a steering committee that works together on ideas throughout the process if you 

call tomorrow, we can get you that information on when they meet next and they would be 

able to help you and let you know how you could help.  
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Agenda Item # 9: EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT  

County Manager Eddie Madden recognized MIS employee Martin Grant.  

 

 PUBLIC UTILITIES 

TELEPHONEFAX 

910-642-2828910-642-1041 

November 29, 2022 

Columbus County Human Resources 

c/o Kay Stephens 
127 West Webster Street 

Whiteville, NC 28472 

Dear Mrs. Stephens, 
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I am writing this letter to nominate Martin Grant for the Employee of the 

Year award. He is a great employee, a huge asset to our department, and is 

deserving of this award and recognition. 

Martin is the Utility System Operator for the Columbus County Public 

Utilities Depaftment. He is directly responsible for duties including 

the logging of all the wells in the County, transporting state samples 

to the lab in Wilmington, completing work orders, and checking for 

leaks in the distribution system. In my years  of experience in the 

Public Utilities Department, Martin's willingness to learn is 

unparalleled. He wants to learn every aspect of the department so that 

he can have a better understanding of how the system works. Martin 

consistently completes his daily work tasks with accuracy and 

efficiency. I don't know of anyone else more deserving than Martin. 

Martin's customer ser•/ice skills in the field are exemplary. He is 

very thorough with his work, and he always loves to help the general 

public in any way that he can. Although Maltin is responsible for his 

own daily tasks, he can often be found assisting other coworkers with 

their tasks. Martin also has an ability to communicate effectively 

with all of his coworkers. 

Despite the overwhelming amount of work that everyone has to do, 

Martin consistently finds ways to help his co-workers and the 

department as a whole. His willingness to assist others and his 

commitment to the Columbus County Public Utilities Department is 

unequaled. 

It is with great pleasure that I respectfully submit this nomination for 

Martin to be recognized as the Columbus County Employee of the Year. 

 

Harold Nobles 
Public Utilities Director

 

Agenda Item # 10: PROCCLOMATIONS – FAMILY’S FIRST APPROVAL FOR TEEN 

DATING VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH  

 

Proclamation and to declare February as Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month: Lucy Pope Byrd with 

Families First, Inc., is requesting Board approval  

 

MOTION:  

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Proclamation seconded by Commissioner 

Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Sinc  rel
y, 
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Agenda Item # 11: ADMINISTRATION – APPROVAL to CLOSE OUT the 2019 COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG): 

 

 Assistant County Manager Gail Edwards is requesting approval to close out the Neighborhood 

Revitalization Grant. (A Representative from The Adams Company will be available to answer any 

questions 

 

MOTION:  
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Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve to close out the CDBG Neighborhood 

Revitalization Grant, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 12: EMERGENCY SERVICES – EQUIPMENT PURCHASE:  

 

Assistant County Manager Nick West is requesting approval to purchase the equipment to 

furnish the Employee Health and Wellness Center and the Emergency Operations Center.  

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the EMS equipment purchase, seconded by 

Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 13: ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES - APPROVAL of NEW 

EMPLOYEE for ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH  

Health Director Kim Smith is requesting approval for a new processing assistant.  

 

MOTION: 

Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the new processing assistant position, 

seconded by Commissioner Featherson. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 14: APPROVAL of INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT REFUND POLICY 

Inspections Director Kyle Duncan is requesting approval of the Columbus County Building 

Inspections Refund Policy, Effective 2023-2024 fiscal year  

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the two Economic Development Grants, 

seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 



803 
 

                  

   

 

 

 

Agenda Item # 15: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – APPROVAL of ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP 

Mr. Gary Lanier is requesting Economic Development Workshop on February 22nd, 2023 from 

8:30 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. in the Commissioners Chambers for elected officials and appointed economic 

development partners. East Carolina University is offering this Workshop free to us in order to educated 

local government.  

MOTION: 

Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the two Economic Development Grants, 

seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 16: SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT APPROVAL of PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 Sheriff Bill Rogers requested approval of a full evidentiary audit from the Blue Line Training 

Group. The Sheriff’s office needs this audit because it has not been done in 20 years and in order to 

eventually comply with accreditation.  

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the full evidentiary audit, seconded by 

Commissioner Featherson. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item # 17: SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT- APPROVAL of the BUILDING EXPANSION 

PROJECT for the ANIMAL SHELTER                          

Sheriff Roger’s is requesting approval for the local business with the low bid to clear the property 

at the Animal Shelter in order to house larger animals  

 

MOTION: 

Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve building expansion, seconded by 

Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed.  
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Agenda Item # 18: SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – APPROVAL of NEW POSITION 

 Sheriff Bill Rogers is requesting a Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Specialist position. This 

position will ensure fairness, equality and diversity within the workplace, while recruiting, and during 

normal operations.   

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the new position with the updated pay grade level 

72 as suggested by Commissioner Featherson, seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion 

unanimously passed.  
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Agenda Item # 19: TRANSPORTATION – APPROVAL of COMMUNITY CARE PIOLET 

PROGRAM 

 Transportation Director Joy Jacobs is requesting approval of the contract with Community Care 

of Lower Cape Fear Inc. to participate in the Healthy Opportunities Pilot Program that will take 

Medicaid clients to places other than medical appointments.  

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve contract for the piolet program, seconded by 

Commissioner Featherson. The motion unanimously passed.  

 

Healthy Opportunities Pilot: Network Lead-HSO Model Contract – Pilot Program in the Clerk’s Office  

 

Agenda Item # 20: FINANCE – FINANCE DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTING APPROVAL for 

NEW GRANTS ADMINISTRATOR POSITION  

Director Lacie Jacobs is requesting approval for a new Grants Administrator position to 

streamline the grants compliance process including but not limited to the Opioid Settlement Funds. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the new Grants Administrator position seconded by 

Commissioner Watts. The motion unanimously passed 
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Agenda Item # 21: FINANCE APPROVAL of MONTHLY FINANCE UPDATE for DECEMBER 

2022 
 Finance Director Lacie Jacobs presented the financial update for December 2022 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Floyd made a motion to approve the monthly financial update for December 2022, 

seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed 
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Agenda Item # 22: FINANCE – APPROVAL of BUDGET AMMENDMENTS AND PROJECT 

ORDINANCES:  

Finance Director Lacie Jacobs is requesting approval of the following Budget Amendments and 

Project Ordinances:  

a) EDC NCSE Grant Project 

b) EDC NCSE Grant Project – Additional Match 

c) Fines and Forfeitures Collections Increase 

d) HMGP-Hurricane Florence Non-Expedited Project 

e) Opioid Settlement Project 

 

 

MOTION: 

Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the budget amendments and project ordinances, 

seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed 
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Columbus County, North Carolina 

INCREASE FINES & FORFEITURES BUDGET DUE TO INCREASED COLLECTIONS THROUCH THE COURT 
SYSTEM. THESE FUNDS ARE PASSED ALONG TO THE SCHOOL SYSTEMS. 

Columbus County, North Carolina 

 

 



822 
 

Page 822 of 111 

 

 

 

 This budget revision has been approved by the Board of Columbus County Commissioners 

on:  

Signatu 

 Version 1.0 Budget Amendment.xls Created: 12/15/04 

GRANT PROJECT ORDINANCE 

COLUMBUS COUNTY HMGP HURRICANE FLORENCE NON-EXPEDITED 

4393-0036-R 

608 ACQUISITION PROGRAM 

Be it ordained by the Columbus County Board of Commissioners that, pursuant to 

Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following 

grant project ordinance is hereby adopted: 

Section 1. The project authorized is the Columbus County Hurricane Florence Non-

Expedited Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (EWIGP Florence Acquisitions). 

Section 2. The project manager is hereby directed to proceed with the grant project 

within the terms of the grant documents, the rules and regulations of the funding 

agencies and the budget contained herein. 
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Section 3. The following revenues are available to complete this project: 

ACCOUNT NUMBERS TITLE AMOUNT 

83-3311-432330 HMGP GRANT FUNDS $639,009 

TOTAL REVENUES  $639,009 

Section 4. The following expenditures are appropriated for the project: 

ACCOUNT NUMBERS  TITLE AMOUNT 

83-4976-549966 PROPERTY ACQUISITIONS $600,000 

83-4976-548002 GRANT  ADMINISTRATOR  

FEES 

$39,009 

TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 

 $639,009 

Section 5. Copies of this grant project ordinance shall be made available to the project 

manager, budget officer, and the finance officer for direction in carrying out this project. 

Adopted this the 6th day of February 2023. 

 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 

Ordinance making appropriations to the 

County of Columbus Opioid Settlement 

Project Fund (Fund 40) for the Fiscal Year 

beginning July 1, 2022 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina as 

follows: 

Section 1: The following amounts are hereby made to the Opioid Settlement Project 

Fund as of January 31, 2023, pursuant to G.S. 159 -13.2 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 

2022. 

Source of Revenue 

40-3572-333100 OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS 458,284 
Total Estimated Revenues - OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS 
Project Appropriations 

 40-5703-512100 Salaries and Wages 

 22,000 

 40-5703-518100 FICA  5,000 

 40-5703-518200 Retirement  3,400 

 40-5703-518300 Insurance  4,510 

 40-5703-519001 Contracted Services  401 ,048 

 40-5703-526003 Other Supplies 22,326 

 Total Project Appropriations - OPIOID SETTLEMENT 458,284 

Description: Columbus County has received Opioid Settlement Funds pursuant to these 

national settlement agreements and deposited the funds in a separate special revenue fund. 

 458,284 

ATTESTED  BY: 
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Columbus County has joined national settlement agreements with companies engaged in the 

manufacturing, distribution, and dispensing of opioids, including settlements with drug 

distributors Cardinal, McKesson, and AmerisourceBergen, and the drug maker Johnson & 

Johnson and its subsidiary Janssen Pharmaceuticals. This project ordinance is based on the 

strategies approved in the Resolution adopted on January 17th 2023 by the Columbus County 

Board of Commissioners. 

Section 2: The project undertaken pursuant to this ordinance is in accordance with the 

Recommended Budget and any changes made during the County Commissioners' budget 

work sessions. 

Section 3: The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Project Fund 

sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy all applicable regulations. The terms of 

any financing agreement also shall be met. 

Section 4: The County desires to expend its own funds for the purpose of paying certain 

costs of various projects, for which expenditures the County reasonably expects to reimburse 

itself from the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the County. 

Section 5: All expenditures relating to obtaining any bond referendum and or installment 

purchase will be reimbursed from bond proceeds and installment purchase proceeds in 

accordance with the requirements of the United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150 -2. 

1 
Section 6: This declaration of official intent is made pursuant to Section 1.150-2 of the 

Treasury Regulations to expressly declare the official intent of the County to reimburse itself from 

the proceeds of debt to be hereinafter incurred by the County for certain expenditures paid by 

the County on or after the date which is sixty (60) days prior to the date hereof. 

Section 7: The County intends to seek Federal, State, and/or other grant funding to reduce 

the amount of loan proceeds. The adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County Manager 

and/or his representative to apply for and accept such funding if awarded. 

Section 8: This project ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Board of 

Commissioners of Columbus County. Within five days hereof, copies of this ordinance shall be 

filed with the finance office in 
Columbus County, and with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County. Copies 

of the Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget Officer, the Project Manager, and 

the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project. 

This Grant Project shall become effective on February 6, 

2023. ADOPTED, this 6th day of February, 2023. 

 
Columbus County Board of Commissioners 
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Agenda Item # 23: APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS  

 
Zone I:  Barbara Featherson  Zone V:  Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith   Zone VI:  Ricky Bullard 

Zone III:  Giles E. Byrd   Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV:  Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE

/EB 

PERSON(S) EXP. 

DATE 

BOARD ACTION 

Board of Health At 

Large 

Dr. Thomas 

Kirby  

(Optometrist) 

12/2022 Re-Appoint 

M-Byrd  S- 

Columbus Regional Healthcare 

Board of Trustees 
EB Brent Watts 12/2022 Re-Appoint 

M-Byrd  S-Coleman 

EMS Peer Review Committee EB Chris Smith 12/2022 Re-Appoint 

M-Byrd  S-Watts 

EMS Peer Review Committee EB Lavern 

Coleman 

12/2022 Re-Appoint 

M-Smith S-Byrd 

Cape Fear Rural Transportation 

Planning Organization 
EB Lavern 

Coleman 

12/2022 Re-Appoint 

M-Byrd  S-Watts 

Cape Fear Rural Transportation 

Planning Organization 
EB Charles 

McDowell 

12/2022 Appoint Scott Floyd 

M-Watts  S-Coleman 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and 

SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING 

 

MOTION: 

At 6:57 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess regular session and enter in to 

Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV, and V combined meeting, seconded by 

Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed.  

 

Agenda Item # 24: APPROVAL of the COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V COMBINED MEETING MINUTES 

 

 Approval of the following meeting minutes: 

A) January 17, 2023 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, 

III, IV, and V combined meeting minutes with the correction of the header to add Commissioner 

Featherson, seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman. The motion unanimously passed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item # 25: WATER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of the EDA CAPITOL 

PROJECT ORDINANCE 

Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles is requesting approval of the Capital Project 

Ordinance for the EDA Grant Project.  

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Featherson made a motion to approve the County Water and Sewer Districts 

IV Capital Project Ordinance for EDA Grant Project, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed.  

 

 

Water and Sewer District IV 
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Waterline Project EDA Project 

CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE 

February 6, 2023 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of the County of Columbus, North Carolina, 

that pursuant to Section 159-13.2 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following 

Grant Project Ordinance is HEREBY ADOPTED: 

SECTION 1. The project authorized is the Water District IV USDA EDA Project. 

SECTION 2. The project director is hereby authorized to proceed with the project. 

SECTION 3. The project will be executed during Fiscal Years 2022/2023/2024. 

SECTION 4. The following Revenues will be available to the County to complete the project: 

ACCOUNT NUMBER TITLE AMOUNT 

52-3734-489200 WD IV Future Years 

Appropriation 
 

52-3734-432330 EDA Grant Appropriation 
 

52-3734-498094 Infrastructure SCIF Funds $2,592,581 

Total Revenues  
 

  SECTION 5. The following amounts are appropriated for completion of the project: 

ACCOUNT NUMBER TITLE AMOUNT 

52-7141-519927 Engineer Design/Bid $311,088 

52-7141-519984 Engineer Inspection $182,164 

52-7141-548002 Engineer Proj ect 

Administration 

$69,565 

52-7141-548001 McAdams Associates EDA 

Grant Admin/Ap lication 

$55,000 

52-7141-519005 Construction Contract 

Estimated 
 

52-7141-999910 Contingency $601,566 

52-7141-557000 Land $60,000 

Total Expenditures  
 

SECTION 6: Copies of this Capital Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Project 

Manager and the Finance Officer. 

ADOPTED this the 6 th day of February, 2023. 

COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ATTESTED BY: 

 
DocuSign Envelope 10: 95361054-17154408-88DD-OA73F07DDFEA 
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609 Scope of Work Summary 

Columbus County will acquire and demolish six (6) residential structures to 

return the land to green space. 

Site Location: 

 Address City State Zip 

Code 

Latitude Longitude 

l. 413 Angelo Circle Whiteville NC 28472 34.35059 -78.65506 

2. 3317 Red Hill Road Whiteville NC 28472 34.35692 -78.65733 

3. 409 W Virgil Street Whiteville NC 28472 34.32430 -78.71022 

4. 301 Waccamaw Road Riegelwood NC 28456 34.33633 -78.22937 

5. 215 W Walter Street Whiteville NC 28472 34.32334 -78.70633 

6. 214 W Walter Street Whiteville NC 28472 34.32367 -78.70635 

Note: 1427 Crusoe Island Rd. Whiteville, NC 28472 and 214 W Walter St. 

Whiteville, NC 28472 did not meet all the criteria for approval at the time the 

Batch I award was made. 1427 Crusoe Island Rd was determined to be 

located outside of the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) and therefore does 

not qualify for pre-calculated benefits to determine cost-effectiveness. A 

benefit-cost analysis (BCA) must be provided for this property in order for it 

to be considered for approval. At the time of Batch, I award, documentation 

of consultation with the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) as 

required by 44 CFR 

80.13(b)(l) had not been submitted for 214 W Walter St. 

The deeds to the properties will be transcended to Columbus County with 

restrictions imposed for the site to remain as open space in perpetuity 

consistent with Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 80. The 

additional site approved for Batch 2 is indicated in bold font. 

Previously, Columbus County was approved to acquire and demolish five (5) 

residential structures to return the land to green space. 

  The following project conditions must be met: 

• Any change to the approved scope of work will require re-evaluation 

for compliance with NEPA and other Laws and Executive Orders. 

• This review does not address all federal, state and local requirements. 

Acceptance of federal funding requires recipient to comply with all federal, 

state and local laws. Failure to obtain all appropriate federal, state and local 

environmental permits and clearances may jeopardize federal funding. 

 

 Hazard Mitigation Page 19 FEMA-DR-4393-0036-R Columbus 

County 
Grant Agreement 
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Agenda Item # 26: WATER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of the USDA RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT CONTRACT with GREEN ENGINEERING 

 Public Utilities Director Harold Nobles is requesting approval of the USDA Rural 

Development Contract with Green Engineering.  

 

MOTION: 

Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the County Water and Sewer District 

IV, USDA Rural Development Contract, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion 

unanimously passed.  
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(a) CERTIFICATION BY RECORDING OFFICER 

The undersigned duly qualified and acting Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners of the 

County of Columbus does hereby certify:  That the above/attached contract is a true and correct copy 

of the contract with Green Engineering, as regularly adopted at a legally convened meeting of the 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners duly held on the 06th day of February 2023; and, further, 

that such contract has been fully recorded in the journal of proceedings and records in my office.  IN 

WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 06th day of February, 2023. 

 
       
Jana Nealey 
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Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners  

 

 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V BOARD MEETING 

 

MOTION: 

At 7:17 P.M., Commissioner Watts made a motion to adjourn the County Water and Sewer 

Districts I, II, III, IV, and V combined meeting minutes, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed.  

 

Agenda Item # 27: COMMENTS 

 

A) Board of Commissioners 

 

Commissioner Brent Watts commented on the following: 

 

 All of our Commissioners attended the Ribbon Cutting for the new West 

Columbus School this Sunday and it was really a state of the art design 

for the school. I am proud to see those kinds of schools built in our area 

and I’m excited about the upcoming one in Tabor City.  

 

      Commissioner Byrd commented on the following: 

 

 “I’d like to probably ask for a few minutes more than three minutes 

because I may go over just a little bit. You know we acted like a board 

should. We all sign up for different events and we work together to make 

sure we can show our support for the citizens in this county. I just wanted 

to address a minute; Mr. Chairman, what concerns me is that a 

representative takes over naming of the roads and bridges and that’s 

something to counties always done. I don’t know anyone else in the 

county that is any more deserving than Bill Johnson to have the bridge on 

242 named after him. The old board had previously talked about it. When 

the bridge was being named for Kevin Connor and the commissioners 

were discussing what all needed to be done, I said no, Kevin Connor 

didn’t have as much to do with the western side of the county is he did in 

middle and the eastern parts, but, we went ahead. We’ve had so many 

things going on, and we all know we’ve been in a bad situation especially 

for the last few months, and maybe we didn’t act on it at the time we 

should have. I really think the representative should’ve come through this 

board with naming the roads because traditionally, the county 

commissioners make those decisions. County Commissioners can always 

approve to have them invited here and work together but we do not even 

get acknowledged when those decisions are being made.  Bill Johnson’s 

family called to let me know about the road being named after him. If not 

for that, I would not even know anything about it. I just feel like we 

should be on the same page and not circumvent the process. You know 

don’t wait till somebody dies. We should’ve done it when he was alive. 

  

 I want to make that clear I’m not speaking against any employee the 

county while I am talking about the Tax Office. I’ve been involved in a 

couple different foreclosures that the county has pursued. This last one, a 

family member went to the tax office in 2016 and told them the house 

was not livable and the mother was going to the rest home. Now, they 
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didn’t charge for the trash can in 2017 but in 2018 when they brought the 

new trash cans they just put them out at different locations, so another 

trash can got charged to this property and taxed the same as if the home 

was livable. Now the lady is 86 years old and she’s in the rest home. She 

has children scattered, but you know how that is, one child assuming the 

others taking care of things but, however, they got delinquent with their 

taxes and we have to collect the money, nobody’s going to dispute that, 

but they went, assessed, and brought the attorney in and all of that and 

got a house bill of around $6000. That’s what they had to bring to pay off 

the debt, therefore; the family came to me and I said well the house 

should not be taxed like that, because I see it. I go to the tax office in and 

check it and they had been bill for the trashcan, that’s $200 plus in a year 

so that created a big debt. Inside the house, the floors fell in, the ceilings 

had fallen in, but yet it was still being taxed and taxed, therefore, 

accumulating in the same manner as if it was a good, livable house. My 

point is, I feel like we’ve got to do foreclosures, we’ve got to collect the 

money for the county, but I feel that before the county puts the family to 

the extra expense of an Attorney, because they were in a house where the 

house valued at $32,000 and $32,000 at our current rate plus the trash can 

over five years put it extremely out of reach for the family, but when he 

went back and we taxed it like we should have, and never added the trash 

cans,  but interest had accumulated along the way, plus when he turned it 

over to the attorney it was another $1,00 - $1200. I ask for more than 

three minutes and get permission from the Chairman to speak longer than 

3 mins. The family paid the $2,000 dollars and it worked out, but if 

someone would not have gotten involved, they would have lost their 

property. I think when a home is going into foreclosure, they should go 

out and inspect properties to make sure this does not happen 

Chairman Bullard -Why don’t you, if you could please, speak with Mr. 

Madden tomorrow and follow up on this.  

County Manager Madden – I’ll call you tomorrow and follow up with 

you on this.  

      

 

 

Vice Chairman Coleman commented on the following: 

 

 I’d like to thank the citizens of the county of we’ve worked hard through difficult 

times and think we’re heading out of them now. I’m praying that we can work 

together so Columbus County can grow and focus our energy on growth and what 

is right for the citizens of this county. We got great employees, and we got great 

citizens. I’m just asking for us all to work together and give us your opinion, we 

might get whipped up a lot but it’s part of our jobs. If you got problems, come to 

us with your problems and see if we can help.  

 

Commissioner Featherson commented on the following: 

 

 I would like to say Good Evening to everyone. I was able to attend the West 

Columbus open house yesterday, it was a beautiful school and I am very pleased 

with the county, the Board of Education. Please, let us support our children more 

to help our future we must invest in those children that are in school. The 

atmosphere, the coloring, everything is very conducive there for learning. I just 

ask that we support our children in any way we can support them. I would also 

like to say that this is Black History Month and let’s take the opportunity to 

educate ourselves on some of the things Black Americans have done.  

 

Commissioner Floyd commented on the following: 
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 Commissioner Watts mentioned earlier went to the Community Watch meeting 

and we have been to several now and I urge if you have one in your community, 

you need to go. It is a lot of fun, you learn quite a bit about your community and 

what you can do to help, no politics involved. Like I said if you have one in your 

community, I encourage you to go. 

  

Commissioner Smith commented on the following: 

 

 I would like to back up what they said about the schools and then the biggest 

thing about it is we are mirroring another one in Tabor City. It is beautiful school 

and like Mrs. Featherson said, we need to invest in our children. I don’t know 

who all went to the Meet and Greet with the Chamber but it was great success last 

week and all awards were well-deserved.  

 

Chairman Bullard commented on the following: 

 

 Thanks sir. I’d also like to say that I did go to Roseland’s Fire Department 

barbecue the other day and the Fire Department is still doing the old traditional 

BBQ sale to raise money, and I congratulate them boys for their hard work. I 

know they put in two full days of work doing this to raise money for the 

department. Cerro Gordo Fire Department the other night, they went to the new 

school to educate themselves on the elevators and inlets, outlets, and fire exits 

within the school so they could make sure that our kids were safe in an emergency 

were to happen along with about 30 head of people, so Mr. West Thank you 

heading this up and making sure they are on top of things if an emergency were to 

come up. The new school at Cerro Gordo, we are proud of Commissioner 

Featherson and I have to hand it to this board. I can’t brag on them enough. They 

all were there for the ribbon cutting. They’ve all been here throughout the whole 

process of making sure the loans were approved and we can do what we could 

help make the process happen and we are working with the Board of Education 

like a family, like we should to make progress in Columbus County. I just can’t 

brag on this board and I encourage you to keep up the good work I’m proud of 

you and along with a good manager we’re making good things happen. We 

couldn’t do it without you Mr. Madden.  

 

County Manager Mr. Madden commented on the following: 

 

 Thank you up just a couple of things, we’re entering into the busy time with 

budget season and in addition to your regular board meetings, we’ve asked you to 

place on your calendar. The date of March 8 for your annual budget retreat will be 

sending out reminders for that, also wanna make you aware that the 

superintendents of both Whiteville City Schools and Columbus County schools as 

well as community college president and the hospital CEO and myself will be 

attending an apprenticeship presentation at  community college on February 21 to 

be a successful program there that this team of leaders is hoping to duplicate here 

and I will be reporting back to you most likely at the budget retreat on March 8. I 

want to congratulate town Lake Waccamaw they put the first ambulance in the 

service February 1, and in addition to that the first QRV unit was placed in the 

service as well that QRV was of utilized today I had to backfill for the carnival 

phone risky department. It was out of service and so even though the department 

was out of service are QR view, unit was available provide a first responder or 

paramedic level response to that district of that. Otherwise I would’ve left it. I’ve 

uncovered four.  

 

 Mr. West and I attended a manager’s conference two days last week and some of 

the things they discussed. I thought you would be interested in knowing trends in 

fire service, affordable, housing recruitment and retention of employees of trends 

in law enforcement, middle hill, strategic planning all things do we do on a daily 

basis, but we’re highlighted at this conference are the thing that was most 
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interesting to me, and I thought that this board needed to know about. It was 

presentations from the state, treasurer, Mr. Fallwell, and the North Carolina 

Director of the Economic Development Partnership, Mr. Christopher Chung. 

Here’s what they had to say, According to treasurer for North Carolina is now 

number one in the country for business outlook in business activity, North 

Carolina state that has dropped 60% over the past few years and it is anticipated 

they will be completely out of debt in the next two years, Mr. Chung begin the 

Director of the North Carolina Economic Development Partnership, this 

partnership says that this year they are actively working with 220 economic 

development projects with billions in new investment in the state and some of 

those are in our region one of which is in our county to reoccurs but that interest 

in North Carolina has never been higher in new in expanding industries in the 

state are creating billions in additional tax revenues with a B, billions of 

additional tax revenue. In addition, tourism dollars are in record labels so, in spite 

of the rising gas prices, people are still traveling. People are coming to North 

Carolina we have a beautiful state it is revenue derived from sales tax and other 

revenues, so unlike a lot of states across the country who are in recession, North 

Carolina is not one of those of states so, we’re very fortunate, which is why this 

board presented a list to our legislators. The list has been approved and sent to our 

Representative Jones is Senator Rabon. We coined it our “wish list”, but it is our 

priority list for capital funding for the upcoming legislative long session. We’re 

hopeful that all those priorities will be given fair consideration, especially in light 

of the fact that the state is in such good financial condition.  

 

 I’m also pleased to tell you that North Carolina is receiving in additional 

settlement of opioid funding, and I know all good if you want funding in the 

distribution of those funds have been discussed somewhat this evening, we’ll go 

in more detail about where the settlement funds are coming from later right now is 

probably an attorney client privilege matter but I will tell you is that in addition to 

the first round of settlement for Columbus County and the other 99 counties will 

receive it. We will see considerable planning to address the opioid crisis of this 

round. As we understand it is more frontloaded compared to the first round of 

finding that we received, which is you are where is spread over an 18 year. We 

expect these dollars in the second round again to be frontloaded. We’ll see more 

in the initial years than in the latter years. The task force is a working group that 

has been helping us derive the priorities. They will address these additional funds 

and make a recommendation to you all on where those funds should be invested 

our expectation, however, is that these funds will be used for emergency services 

potentially with a QRV program and to support our fire and rescue departments, 

the court system and the hospital. We’ve already talked this evening about The 

Healing Place, that program and that facility is now up and running. We started 

making referrals there today so Columbus County residents were already 

receiving treatment and if had not been for this facility, we would not have those 

resources available to them. Here is how the process works, as a press release I 

think it’s been sent out to the local news media with a published phone number 

and that I want everybody to jot this down 910-640-8872 if you need treatment 

for if you have a family member who is in, need call that number and a local 

counselor will receive that call and do an assessment by phone and make the 

referral to the healing place. We talked earlier about the cost associated with that 

there is no cost to the to the patient to the person seeking treatment, zero cost. All 

of these expenses are being paid for by the opioid settlement that the county 

received. In addition, if that individual needs transportation is included in that $65 

a day fee that we are responsible for and no cost to the patient. The transportation 

service to the facility is at zero cost and so we are encouraged that we now have 

this facility available to our residences and citizens and we hope that it will make 

a difference in the lives of individuals who are dependent upon Opioids and other 

substance abuse issues. Please remember that number, we will be publicizing it 

more and encourage those in the treatment to see it because we’re here to help.  
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 We want to congratulate Julie Strickland, our Parks and Recreation Director for 

receiving the Saul B. Mann Community Spirit Award presented by the Columbus 

County Chamber of Commerce for her dedication and commitment to her 

community. 

      

Agenda Item # 20: ADJOURNMENT 

 

Chairman Bullard stated that he is proud to be a part of this Board and thanks them all for 

what they do. He stated that he thinks that we have a good group and is thankful for them.  

 

MOTION: 

At 7:37 P.M. Commissioner Featherson made a motion to adjourn, and it was seconded by 

Commissioner Smith. The motion passed unanimously. 

  

 

 

JANA NEALEY, Clerk to the Board                                RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 


