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COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, August 29, 2022 

5:15 P.M.  

 

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of conducting a Regular Session Meeting. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Brent Watts     

Charles T. McDowell      APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

        LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman 

Chris Smith  

    

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER: 

  

 At 5:15 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Monday, August 29, 2022 Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order.  

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 

143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE and (6) PERSONNEL: 

 

At 5:16 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into Closed Session 

in accordance with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney-Client privilege and (6) Personnel, seconded by 

Commissioner McDowell. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #2: CLOSED SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.C.G.S. § 143.318.11(A)(3) 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE and (6) PERSONNEL: 

 

 No official action was taken. 

 

ADJOURN CLOSED SESSION: 

 

At 6:21 P.M., Commissioner McDowell made a motion to recess Closed Session, seconded by 

Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

READING and APPROVAL of CLOSED SESSION GENERAL ACCOUNT: 

 

Chairman Bullard requested Boyd Worley, Board Attorney, to orally read the Closed Session General 

Account. Attorney Worley orally stated the following: “During Closed Session the Board discussed one personnel 

matter and one matter associated with pending litigation and a matter associated with potential litigation. No 

action was taken by the Board. That is the general account.”   

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the general account as presented, seconded by 

Commissioner Watts. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

MOTION: 
 Commissioner Watts made a motion to recess closed Session and resume Regular Session at 6:30 PM, 

seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION and resume REGULAR SESSION: 

 

6:30 P.M. 

PUBLIC HEARING-  Antioch Farms Preliminary Subdivision Maps:  The purpose of the public 

hearing is to receive oral and written comments from the public regarding the 

proposed preliminary subdivision maps for Antioch Farms. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED: 
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 At 6:30 P.M., Chairman Bullard called the Public Hearing to order and opened the floor for public 

comments. 

 

No Comments were made. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED:  

   

  At 6:32 P.M., Commissioner McDowell made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by 

Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Items #4 and #5: INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Charles McDowell. Everyone in attendance stood and 

pledged Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Lavern Coleman. 

 

Agenda Item #6: BOARD MINUTES APPROVAL: 

 

A. August 15, 2022 Regular Session 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the Board Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Watts. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #7: APPROVAL OF AUGUST 29, 2022 AGENDA: 
 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner McDowell. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

 Agenda Item #8: PUBLIC INPUT: 

 

Chairman Bullard opened the floor for Public Comment. No comments were made. 

 

Agenda Item #9: PROCLAMATION – APPROVAL of PROCLAMATION CELEBRATING the 

WHITEVILLE MAJORS BASEBALL TEAM:  

  

 The Commissioners congratulated the Whiteville Majors Baseball Team on their accomplishments. 

 

PROCLAMATION HONORING the WHITEVILLE MAJORS BASEBALL TEAM 
 

WHEREAS, Dixie Youth Baseball seeks to promote the development of strong character, positive attitude, sense 

of responsibility and citizenship in youth using the game of baseball as a vehicle; and  

 

WHEREAS, athletes, coaches, and parents dedicate hours of their time and energy for practice and travelling for 

events to improve and strengthen collective talents and ensure the team’s success; and 

 

WHEREAS, the WHITEVILLE MAJORS BASEBALL TEAM through their discipline, hard work, team 

spirit and genuine love for the game put forth amazing effort; and  

 

WHEREAS, the WHITEVILLE MAJORS BASEBALL TEAM are the NC Dixie Youth Local District II 

Champions; the NC Dixie Youth Division 1 State Championship Runner-Ups; and the World Series Division 

Third Place Champions.  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Columbus County Board of Commissioners would like to 

recognize and show appreciation to the following players and coaches for their achievements this year: 

 

Players: Paxton Bass, Jaden Crawford, Brayden Davis, Evan DeValle, Tommie Harvery, Ja’Quan McKinnis, 

Luke McLean, Luke Merritt, Nathan Merritt, Sidney Miller, Jackson Stevens, and Briley Tedder. Player Ty’lae 

Rose helped the team secure the Local District Champions Title. 

Head Coach/Manager: Byron Tedder         Assistant Coach: JoJo Merritt                          

Assistant Coach: Sid Miller 

 

Adopted this the 29th day of August, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 
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/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  

/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to Board   

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Proclamation, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #10: PROCLAMATION – APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATIONS RECOGNIZING 

JACKSON COOK AND HUNTER CARTRETTE: 

 

 The Commissioners recognized Jackson Cook and Hunter Cartrette for their accomplishments. 

 

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING NCHP TROOPER JACKSON COOK 

 

WHEREAS, The North Carolina State Highway Patrol's primary mission is to reduce collisions, protect North 

Carolina’s motoring public, and to make the highways of North Carolina as safe as possible; and 

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina State Troopers endure weeks of rigorous physical and academic training in 

preparation to handle various situations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina State Highway Patrol has more than 1,600 troopers serving our communities 

with honor, courage, commitment, loyalty, integrity, and professionalism while covering nearly 80,000 miles of 

North Carolina roadways; and 

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina Highway Patrol Officers stand as leaders in our community and proudly wear the 

badge to ensure our highways are safe in the face of danger; and 

 

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, August 31st, 2022, Trooper Jackson Cook will begin his career as a North 

Carolina Highway Patrol Trooper. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this 29th day of August 2022, we the Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners, wish to recognize Trooper Cook for his dedication to public service as a Trooper with the 

North Carolina State Highway Patrol. 

 

APPROVED and ADOPTED this the 29th day of August, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  

/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to Board   

 

PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING NCHP TROOPER HUNTER CARTRETTE 

 

WHEREAS, The North Carolina State Highway Patrol's primary mission is to reduce collisions, protect North 

Carolina’s motoring public, and to make the highways of North Carolina as safe as possible; and 

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina State Troopers endure weeks of rigorous physical and academic training in 

preparation to handle various situations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina State Highway Patrol has more than 1,600 troopers serving our communities 

with honor, courage, commitment, loyalty, integrity, and professionalism while covering nearly 80,000 miles of 

North Carolina roadways; and 

 

WHEREAS, North Carolina Highway Patrol Officers stand as leaders in our community and proudly wear the 

badge to ensure our highways are safe in the face of danger; and 
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WHEREAS, on Thursday, September 1st, 2022, Trooper Hunter Cartrette will begin his career as a North 

Carolina Highway Patrol Trooper. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, this 29th day of August 2022, we the Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners, wish to recognize Trooper Cartrette for his dedication to public service as a Trooper with the 

North Carolina State Highway Patrol. 

 

APPROVED and ADOPTED this the 29th day of August, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  

/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to Board 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the proclamations, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #11: TRILLIUM UPDATE: 

 

Dennis Williams, Southern Regional Director, presented the Trillium Health Resources annual update. 

 

Agenda Item #12: LEGAL DEPARTMENT – APPROVAL of SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT with 

THRIVING, LLC:  

 

 Board Attorney Boyd Worley requested approval of the settlement agreement with Thriving, LLC. 

 

Board Attorney Boyd Worley stated the following: 

-Mr. Chairman if I may, not necessarily for the Board’s edification but for the public writ large, due to the nature 

of litigation as it pertains to this particular issue, we were not legally able to provide a lot of amplifying 

information as this matter has progressed through the legal system and so I would like to provide a little 

background, if I may. 

-If you recall, this particular matter began on or around April of 2021, when Thriving submitted a subdivision 

application for approval along with a preliminary plat for a farm located on Antioch Church Rd. 

-Ultimately, this Board denied that subdivision plat and the request for that subdivision approval, on or around 

June 21, 2021. 

-As a result, that set off litigation that was filed in August of 2021. 

-Effectively, that litigation was a petition for what they call a writ of mandamus. 

-A writ of mandamus is a term of art to effectively request a judiciary or a judge intercede in compelling a body 

politic to do the thing that they are required to do. 

-That’s the nature of the litigation and effectively that litigation pitted this Board or the County against those of 

Thriving LLC. 

-The Board and the County’s position is that the Board has the ability to ensure the health, safety and welfare of 

its community writ large. 

-And, effectively, the Board’s position in this was to see how far those rights that are garnered or delegated to us 

via the state legislature, where that endpoint was.  

-Thriving’s position was of course that they have submitted a plat and they felt that they had complied with the 

technical aspects with their subdivision and therefore it necessitated approval, to which we had denied. 

-That’s where the posture of the litigation was. 

-I want to commend this Board for the bravery that they exude and the forthrightness that they put forward towards 

their constituency in enabling the admin and our legal department to be able to pursue every avenue, to be able to 

comply with your wishes, which was ultimately to ensure the health, safety and welfare of this community to the 

greatest extent possible. 

-Fast forward to August 2, 2022, a necessary part of litigation is that the parties attend a mediation. 

-Prior to attending that mediation, and I guess to dovetail a bit on the authority that you enabled the administration 

or legal department to pursue; it will make sense when I go through what those recitals are in this agreement, 

going through the discovery process, going through the litigation aspect that you had authorized our admin and 

legal department to pursue an eminent domain or a taking of a portion or sum of the Antioch Church Road property 

that was the subject of the litigation. 

-One, in furtherance of the health, safety and welfare of the community, because we would be looking at a 

proposed subdivision that would have a large amount of individuals. 
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-You’ve enabled our legal department and the admin to go forward with that and it became a necessary aspect 

and a very critical aspect as it pertains to the mediation in this litigation. 

-We went into the mediation and we were able to have a meeting of the minds, at least what Thriving was willing 

to agree to, subject to your approval. 

-Understand that when this subdivision was first put forward they were requesting that approximately forty-eight 

lots be carved out for the purposes of construction of mobile homes. 

-When we got into the mediation with the authority that you had given the admin and the legal department, the 

Thriving representatives have agreed to forgo putting forward mobile homes on the subject property, but instead 

to insert modular homes, with no mobile homes, subject to a Homeowner’s Association to be governed at one 

point by Thriving LLC ownership and ultimately transferred over to the subdivision once they get to a certain 

amount of residents in that community. 

-In exchange for that, we are to not pursue an eminent domain claim or a taking of the Antioch subdivision farms 

property for a period of twenty (20) years. 

-Additionally, it was requested that we pay $35,000.00 in attorney fees to that of Thriving, LLC. 

-I would like to spend a little bit of time as it relates to the payment of attorneys’ fees. 

-I think I’ve indicated before, the purpose or where the parties were posited with the Board and the County’s 

position that the health, safety and welfare is of integral importance. 

-Thriving’s position is that we have complied with every respect as it pertains to your old ordinances that were in 

effect at the time that the subdivision was put forward. 

-In front of a judge, contingencies of proof and not knowing which way things would turn, in the event that this 

litigation were to go to a summary judgement hearing and this action would not be successful, meaning that 

Thriving would be eligible for summary judgement, meaning there is no issue of genuine material fact, meaning 

did they comply with ordinances, meaning necessitating approval by this Board. 

-If the court had found that they complied in every respect and that although the Commissioners and the county 

are responsible for the health, safety and welfare of the community, the provisions in place with the old ordinances 

that allowed for an adjustment proceeding and allowing for a planning board, a court could see that they were to 

ensure that the health safety and welfare were complied with and not necessarily the Board. 

-If this Board had been unsuccessful in that proceeding, the attorneys’ fees could have been much in excess of 

$35,000.00, that would be the first point. 

-The second point, I think the Board really contemplated and dug down on what is the economic significance of 

having Thriving agree to building modular homes vice building mobile homes; and I believe that there has been 

some information provided by our tax department. 

-Effectively, what our tax office found when we were doing an investigation is that upon the proposed 48 

subdivision lots with mobile homes vice modular homes, if modular homes were built based off the tax revenue 

the county would be able to receive in 1 year, the estimated revenue being brought in, changing from mobile 

home to modular would exceed $30,000, so effectively just having that one change alone would offset the 

attorneys’ fees that would be paid. 

-Upon payment of those attorneys’ fees, upon approval of the preliminary plat, subject to the approval of this 

agreement, I believe that preliminary plat approval is on the agenda, subsequent to this agreement, the Thriving 

LLC parties will take a voluntary dismissal and this will resolve all claims as it relates to the issue. 

-Gentlemen, that is the summation I have given, for your edification and also for the public.  

-Are there any questions prior to the Board taking action? 

Commissioner McDowell stated the following: 

-The only thing I would say is, maybe you could give the appraised value of the modular homes versus the mobile 

home so that the public could understand the difference in the value and that it would not affect their property 

values, since the modular home is much higher.  

Board Attorney Boyd Worley stated the following: 

-I think that would dovetail off of the tax saving and revenue. 

-With the modular home there would be relatively no depreciation in the modular home, where there is certainly 

depreciation as it relates to a mobile home. 

-As far as the exact value of a home, it depends on the nature of that home being built, but effectively, modular 

homes are considered to be stick built homes and as a result of that, they maintain their value by depreciating less 

substantially over time, allowing this Board to achieve their end goal of attempting to ensure the health, safety 

and welfare of the community writ large.  

-Doing that within the confounds of this litigation, enabled our department and the admin to be able to perfect the 

best agreement we possibly could. 

Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

-Are you able to say anything about the limited floor footage they agreed to? 

Board Attorney Boyd Worley stated the following: 

-In addition, I think I mentioned before that there is a homeowner’s association that they had agreed to stipulate 

to, one of those stipulations that was truly a point of contention with this Board, and again because they were 

wanting to ensure the health, safety and welfare of our community, they wanted a minimum unit size. 

-So, you have a subdivision that has 48 lots, but on that lot what would be the size of the modular home to be 

built? 
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-I think the Board wanted me to impress upon and ensure that we were able to lock in a specified minimum unit 

size and they have agreed to a 1300 minimum unit size. 

-My understanding, based off the discussions that we have, they envisioned a larger size but at least we’ve locked 

in a minimum size. 

Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

-And also, would you want to say that they’ve agreed to put them all on slabs? So instead of worrying about them 

being underpinned, they will be on slabs. 

Board Attorney Boyd Worley stated the following: 

-Yes, sir, they will be on slabs. 

-This is with all the input from the Commissioners. 

-Part of the negotiations was to try and push and see how much we’re able to ensure it resembles the continuity 

of the community of Antioch Church Road. 

Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

-Mr. Chairman, before we vote on it, I think we need to point out the fact that, whatever happens here tonight, 

there are still many hurdles to travel through before it actually comes to reality. 

-But this is where it has to start. 

-I’ve known the land from just looking at it myself, there’s some of that land that rose probably 10 feet from one 

side to the other and I think Mr. Gary may address that at a later time. 

-But you know, if you’re going to build it on a slab, you have to account for that water that’s going to come from 

the high side, down to the natural drain. 

-So, there may be some areas where they might have to do something different than a slab. 

-On the south end, I’ve seen water in that field myself flooded and in the back corner, which they have recognized 

the wetland and they’ve made real large lots and put the homes up front. 

-Still, there are a lot of hurdles to go through after tonight. 

Board Attorney Boyd Worley stated the following: 

-Mr. Chairman, if I might dovetail a little off of what Commissioner Byrd said. 

-What we’re doing, if the Board is so inclined to approve the settlement, the Board on another agenda item will 

take action on approving a preliminary plat. 

-Upon approval of that preliminary plat and upon payment of the attorneys’ fees, the opposing parties will take a 

voluntary dismissal and this resolves all claims but then it proceeds forward through a process associated with 

going through DOT and other oversight entities within in the state, then a final plat is put forward. 

-Oftentimes there are certain corrections that have to be made. 

-The agreement specifies that if there are any suggestions that the state or the other oversight committees put 

forward to ensure the health, safety and welfare the community, that this Board will also approve. 

-So, if you had to caption it, this is the beginning of the end. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to accept the settlement that’s been negotiated, seconded by 

Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #13: PLANNING – APPROVAL of PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION MAPS for 

ANTIOCH FARM SUBDIVISION:  

 

 Dr. Gary Lanier requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the preliminary maps for the Antioch Farm 

Subdivision, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #14: APPROVAL of ARCHITECT SERVICES with SAWYER SHERWOOD 

ARCHITECTS for THE LAB: 

 

 Dr. Gary Lanier requested Board approval. 
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468 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the contract for architectural services with Sawyer 

Sherwood & Associate Architecture for the LAB Entrepreneurship Center, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

Agenda Item #15: SOCIAL SERVICES – APPROVAL of MEMORANDUM of UNDERSTANDING 

(MOU) BETWEEN DHHS and COLUMBUS COUNTY for 2022-2024: 

 

 Algernon McKenzie, Director, requested Board approval. 
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480 

 



481 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the MOU, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed.  

 

Agenda Item #16: FACILITIES SERVICES – APPROVAL of the LOW BID from TK ELEVATOR for 

the MODERNIZATION of the ELEVATOR at the ADMINISTRATION 

BUILDING: 

 

 Stuart Carroll, Director, requested Board approval. 

 

The present elevator located in the downtown B building is approximately 34 years old. New parts are not 

available and if parts can be refurbished, down-time is lengthy as we have already experienced. A modernization 

would increase durability and reliability, reducing energy and operational cost, as well as improving fire and life 

safety features. There are 2 components for the mod, one is from the elevator company and one is work by others. 

 

TK Elevator  $94,034.00 

Otis Elevator     $94,315.00 

By others  $22,250.00  $22,250.00 

Total   $116,284.00  $116,565.00 

 

Note: Work by others include electrical, HVAC, and fire system pertaining to elevator upgrades/specs. Lead time 

is 18-20 weeks. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the low bid from TK Elevator, seconded by 

Commissioner McDowell. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #17: REGISTER of DEEDS – APPROVAL of the PROPOSAL from KOFILE for the 

RESTORATION of MARRIAGE RECORDS and BUDGET AMENDMENT for 

THESE SERVICES and the PURCHASE of a NEW HANGING FILE CABINET: 

 

 Kandance Bullock, Registrar, requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the proposal for restoration of marriage records and the 

budget amendment, seconded by Commissioner McDowell. The motion unanimously passed.   

 

Agenda Item #18: FINANCE – APPROVAL of AGING DEPARTMENT CAPITAL PROJECT 

ORDINANCE and HEALTH DEPARTMENT COVID-19 BUDGET 

AMENDMENT: 

 

 Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director, requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance and the budget 

amendment, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #19: SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT – APPROVAL OF BUDGET AMENDMENT: 

 

 Sheriff Jody Greene requested Board approval. 

 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the budget amendment, seconded by Commissioner 

Watts. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #20:  APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS:  

 

Legend: EB   = Entire Board 

Listed Zone #   = Individual Commissioner 

 

Zone I: Jerome McMillian      Zone V: Brent Watts  

Zone II: Chris Smith      Zone VI: Ricky Bullard  

Zone III: Giles E. Byrd      Zone VII: Charles T. McDowell  

Zone IV: Lavern Coleman 

 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE/EB PERSON(S) EXP. 

DATE 

BOARD ACTION 

Whiteville City 

Planning- Zoning 

Board and Board of 

Adjustment 

EB 

 

EB 

 

EB 

Freddie Edwards 

M=McDowell S=Byrd 

Vacant (ETJ) 

M=Coleman S=Watts 

Vacant (ETJ) 

8/1/2022 

 

8/1/2022 

 

8/1/2022 

Reappoint 

 

Dr. Marc Whichard 

 

Hold 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER AND SEWER 

DISTRICT I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING 

 

At 7:43 P.M., Commissioner McDowell made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into a 

combination meeting of Columbus County Water and Sewer District I, II, III, IV, and V Board Meeting, 

seconded by Commissioner Watts.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 21: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of CAPITAL PROJECT 

ORDINANCE for the PROPOSED WD IV USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT: 

 

 Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director, requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 22: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT III – APPROVAL of RESOLUTION for the 

LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval. 
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494 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #23: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of the RESOLUTION for the 

LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN. 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval. 

 

. 
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. 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTIRICTS 

I, II, II, IV, and V BOARD MEETING: 

 

 At 7:44 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn the combination meeting of Columbus 

County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V Board Meeting, Seconded by Commissioner Watts. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #24: COMMENTS: 

 

 Chairman Bullard opened the floor for comments.  The following spoke: 

 

A. Board of Commissioners: 

 

1. Commissioner Coleman stated the following: 

-I don’t really have anything to say, just for everyone to stay safe out in the world today because 

it’s a challenging time. 

-Stay safe and stay focused on your families. 

 

2.  Commissioner McDowell stated the following: 

  -I’ve already expressed my gratitude to the citizens for the way they handled this situation. 

 -I want to thank everyone on this Board and all the staff that worked as best we could to come to 

this resolution. 

 -Secondly, I mentioned to the Sheriff and everyone involved, the litter pickup that’s been going 

on at our end of the county, citizens have asked me who is responsible for it, so it is noticed. 

 -We are very lucky, we had the litter pickup before they actually mowed, usually it works the other 

way, but it looks really nice and I appreciate it. 

 -School is open and school buses are running, please be careful when you’re going to work in the 

mornings, there’s a lot of children catching the buses and it might be the first day they ever caught 

a bus and they might not be paying attention, so please, let’s pay attention for them and look out 

for them. 
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 -And also, with that being said, Labor Day is coming, and it seems like we always have a loss of 

life in Columbus County, it may not be our folks, it’s people traveling through sometimes, on the 

way to the beach or from the beach. 

 -Just be careful. 

 -We’re at a point in time where we have to lookout for not only ourselves but for them too. 

 

3.  Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

  -Mr. Madden, I’d like for you to send DOT a letter.  

  -I’ve had several complaints on Hwy 211 South, the Bladen County line down to Hwy 214. 

  -It’s a short stretch of road that’s used heavily with log trucks and it is really, really rough. 

-If they can’t do anything else, if they can just grind it down, cut the bumps out of it, between the 

Bladen County line and the Columbus County line, at least to the four lanes. 

-The deadline to pay your taxes to get your 2% off is August 31st. 

-A lot of people have used that and I always use it, but I noticed we had a lot of people trying to 

get in but there were lines, especially the days I was up there, and I know it’s always been August 

31st as the cutoff. 

-I’ve had a lot of complaints about people going to the old BB&T building by the courthouse and 

then being sent down here to this campus and then being told to go back over there. 

-I really feel like we should extend that. 

-I mean it’s up to the Board, I’m not allowed to bring a motion but you know if there’s a consensus, 

we can tell Mr. Madden, but I feel like it should be extended, a minimum of 15 days, because of 

the inconvenience and people being used to going one place and now they’re being sent to another 

place and back and forth. 

County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

-This is the first year, as you point out, that the collections office is not only in the water collections 

office but the tax collections office also. 

-We’ve been gearing up for this for a couple of months now in preparation for the billing process, 

for the collections process. 

-What we didn’t foresee was a number of our staff persons being out for COVID, so we’ve had to 

shift some of our staff from the tax office downstairs to the Pinckney Street office to address those 

staffing shortages. 

-Commissioner Byrd was kind enough to come by last week and suggest we differentiate between 

the water collections line and the tax collections line, and I believe that has helped. 

-And, I think having that drive thru component has helped as well, a lot of our water customers 

have gotten used to going through the drive thru. 

-As far as the extension of the 2% discount, I believe that’s a statutory deadline, but we can look 

into it for you and report back, but I believe the state specifies the period of time in which to give 

that 2% discount. 

-If you’ll permit us to look into that for you tomorrow, if we’re able and if it’s what the Board 

should desire for us to do, to extend it, then we can certainly implement that. 

 

4.  Commissioner Watts stated the following: 

-I want to say the same thing Commissioner McDowell said. 

-Watch out for the school buses and if you’re on a major road, like on 701 at Williams Township, 

it’s very busy, and there’s a lot of deputies out there but it’s still busy, so just be careful. 

-Be careful on Labor Day Weekend. 

 

5.  Chairman Bullard stated the following: 

-Thank you to the Antioch Community for working with us to try and make a situation the best it 

can be. 

-I think you’ve done it. 

-I also want us to be very careful with the school buses, I know in Cerro Gordo and Evergreen, we 

have a lot of confusion going on with changing schools but they’re still working on it. 

-So, say a little prayer to keep our youngsters safe because we’re the ones that they depend on 

when it comes to those automobiles. 

  

B. County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

-I appreciate the press covering the Grant Award that Dr. Lanier’s office received for the pad ready 

site in the industrial park. 

-I do have a couple other things to mention along those lines. 

-One is Columbus County has been selected as a semifinalist for a new program through USDA called 

rural partners network. 

-Six counties in North Carolina are considered semi-finalists for this program. 

-USDA has made this offer, not only to North Carolina counties but to the states in Nevada, West 

Virginia and Wisconsin. 
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-One county, at least one county will be selected in this next round and we are hopeful that we will be 

the county that’s chosen. 

-We have submitted a proposal to them on how it would benefit not only our organization but the 

municipalities, the non-profits and the faith based organizations in the county.  

-If selected, USDA will provide a staff person on the ground, in the county, to work exclusively with 

our local governments, non-profits and faith-based organizations to help identify and submit 

applications for funding through the USDA and other federal organizations. 

-We are putting our best foot forward and hoping we will be selected for the program. 

-On August 31st, the announcement for the GREAT Grant will be made. 

-We were hoping that we would have found out by now the decision by the state grant agency for 

Broadband expansion throughout the county. 

-The program is called GREAT Grant and they have determined that the announcement will be made 

formally on the 31st. 

-As soon as we know, we will communicate that to you and share that with the public. 

-We were also made aware today, and some others can help me with this, of a $772,198.00 grant from 

the Division of Water Resources for Lakeland Village Subdivision. 

-I want to congratulate Gail Edwards, Harold Nobles, Chris Nobles, Leo Greene, and Dr. Lanier and 

others who participated in securing these funds. 

-We are underway with the bidding process for the historic courthouse. 

-Bids will be opened on September 28th, and we hope to have it on your agenda for approval on October 

3rd. 

-As Commissioner McDowell mentioned, office will be closed for Labor Day this coming Monday, 

September 5th. 

-That concludes my report. 

 

Commissioner McDowell stated the following: 

-This afternoon, I came to town early to go pay my water bill, so I was driving on Madison, so keep 

in mind I grew up in Whiteville, but for the first time in my life when I was driving I could actually 

see through the upstairs courthouse and see light on the other side and I’ve never been able to do that. 

-When I was going around the courthouse I actually circled all the way around it and just looked 

through what I could see and just how open it’s going to look and I’m just ecstatic because I know it’s 

going to make us all proud. 

-But, I just wanted to say that, so when you drive down, just look and you can actually see through for 

the first time in my life, that I’ve ever noticed. 

 

Chairman Bullard stated the following: 

-One thing I forgot to say earlier, if there were 48 mobile homes, doublewides at Antioch, their value 

would be $748.22 each would give you a tax revenue of $35,914.00. 

-Comparing them to 48 modular homes would give you $1285.00 per home, which would give you a 

$61,690 tax. 

-So that’s a significant amount of tax increase per value. 

 

County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

-Not to mention the depreciation on manufactured homes. 

 

Commissioner McDowell stated the following: 

-And the value it adds to the community. 

 

Chairman Bullard stated the following: 

-They were talking about the depreciation on a double wide, was I believe he told us, 15% per year, 

where there is no depreciation on a modular home.  

 

Agenda Item #25: ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:56 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Watts. 

The motion unanimously passed.  These minutes were typed by LaToya Williams, Clerk to the Board. 

 

 

____________________________________   ______________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, August 29, 2022 

7:43 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District III Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Brent Watts     

Charles T. McDowell      APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

        LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman 

Chris Smith  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 7:43 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District III Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item # 22: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT III – APPROVAL of RESOLUTION for the 

LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:44 P.M., Commissioner Watts made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

________________________________________               _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board    RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, August 29, 2022 

7:43 P.M. 

 

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting as the Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District IV Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Giles E. Byrd       Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney  

Lavern Coleman      Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Brent Watts     

Charles T. McDowell      APPOINTEES ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

        LaToya Williams, Clerk to Board 

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman 

Chris Smith  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

At 7:43 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District IV Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item # 21: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of CAPITAL PROJECT 

ORDINANCE for the PROPOSED WD IV USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT: 

 

 Melanie Hester, Interim Finance Director, requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the capital project ordinance, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #23: WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL of the RESOLUTION for the 

LOCAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN. 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval. 
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MOTION: 
 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

At 7:44 P.M., Commissioner Watts made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________    _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Clerk to the Board    RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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