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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, December 5, 2022 

5:00 P.M. – Newly Elect Commissioners Oath of Office Ceremony  

6:30 P.M. – Regular Session 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Columbus 

County Commissioners Chamber, 127 West Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose 

of conducting the Regular Session, it being the first Monday. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:   APPOINTEES PRESENT: 

Ricky Bullard, Chairman    Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Lavern Coleman, Vice Chairman   Boyd Worley, Board Attorney  

Chris Smith      Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Deputy    

Giles E. Byrd      Clerk to Board      

Brent Watts       

Scott Floyd 

Barbara Featherson 

 

At 5:00 P.M., Chairman Bullard opened the Oath of Office Ceremony by thanking everyone for coming 

out and asked Pastor Donald Conway of Chadbourn Pentecostal Holiness Church to give the Invocation.  

 

The introduction of Commissioners was given by County Manager Eddie Madden. 

 

Commissioner Ricky Bullard- District VI (Re-elect) 

 He has served as Chairman for a number of years 

 He has served on the Board since 2006 

 He recently won the re-election for his district 

 His family and friend were asked to stand, so they could be recognized 

 Commissioner Bullard will be sworn in by District 13A 

 

Scott Floyd – District VII (Newly Elect) 

 Mr. Floyd will be sworn in by District 13A Senior Resident Judge Douglas Sasser 

 He would like to recognize them now 

 

Mr. Madden asked onto Judge Sasser, Commissioner Ricky Bullard and newly elected Commissioner Scott 

Floyd to come forward for their Oath Ceremony. 

 

OATHS of OFFICES: 

 

The following Oaths of Office were delivered to the following two (2) newly elected County 

Commissioners, and one (1) re-elected County Commissioner, at 5:00 P.M., in the Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Chamber. 

 

December 5, 2022 
 

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF COLUMBUS      OATH OF OFFICE 

 

“I, RICKY BULLARD, do solemnly and sincerely affirm that I will support and maintain the 

Constitution and laws of the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North Carolina not 

inconsistent therewith, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as a member of 

the Board of Columbus County Commissioners, so help me God.” 

 

“I, RICKY BULLARD, do affirm that I will well and truly execute the duties of the office as a 

member of the Board of Columbus County Commissioners according to the best of my skill and 

ability, according to law, so help me God.” 
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________________________ 

RICKY BULLARD, District VI 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

 

Affirmed to me this the 5th day of December, 2022. 

 

 

________________________ 

DOUGLAS B. SASSER 

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE 

 

 

________________________ 

ATTESTED BY: 

Amanda Prince 

STAFF ATTORNEY/DEPUTY CLERK  

to the BOARD of COMMISSIONERS 

 

 
 

 

December 5, 2022 
 

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF COLUMBUS      OATH OF OFFICE 

 

“I, SCOTT FLOYD, do solemnly and sincerely swear that I will support and maintain the 

Constitution and laws of the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North Carolina not 

inconsistent therewith, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as a member of 

the Board of Columbus County Commissioners, so help me God.” 

 

“I, SCOTT FLOYD, do swear that I will well and truly execute the duties of the office as a 

member of the Board of Columbus County Commissioners according to the best of my skill and 

ability, according to law, so help me God.” 

 

 

________________________ 

SCOTT FLOYD, District VII 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

 

Sworn to me this the 5th day of December, 2022. 

 

 

________________________ 

DOUGLAS B. SASSER 

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE 

 

 

________________________ 

ATTESTED BY: 

AMANDA PRINCE 

STAFF ATTORNEY/DEPUTY CLERK  

to the BOARD of COMMISSIONERS 
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Barbara Featherson – District I (Newly Elected) 

 Mr. Madden asked Ms. Featherson’s family and friends to please stand to be recognized 

 Her oath will be administered by Harlene W. Walters 

 

December 5, 2022 

 

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF COLUMBUS      OATH OF OFFICE 

 

“I, BARBARA R. FEATHERSON, do solemnly and sincerely swear that I will support and 

maintain the Constitution and laws of the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North 

Carolina not inconsistent therewith, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 

a member of the Board of Columbus County Commissioners, so help me God.” 

 

“I, BARBARA R. FEATHERSON, do swear that I will well and truly execute the duties of the 

office as a member of the Board of Columbus County Commissioners according to the best of 

my skill and ability, according to law, so help me God.” 

 

 

________________________ 

BARBARA R. FEATHERSON, District I 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

 

 

Columbus County, North Carolina 

 

 Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by Harlene W. Walters. 

 

 

Date: December 5, 2022   _________________________________ 

      Harlene W. Walters, Notary Public 

 

      My Commission expires: _____________ 

 

 Mr. Madden thanked Judge Sasser and Ms. Walter for administering the oaths 

 He welcomed the commissioners aboard and made them aware that his office and staff 

was there for them. 

 Ms. Nadine Patrick sang the National Anthem 

 

Adjournment: 

 

 At 5:19 P.M., Chairman Bullard adjourned the Oath Ceremony. 
 

Agenda Item #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER:  

 

 At 6:30 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Monday, November 21, 2022 Columbus County Board 

of Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #2: RE-ORGANIZATION OF BOARD – ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE 

CHAIRMAN FOR THE NEXT YEAR: 

 

Boyd Worley, Board Attorney, presided as Acting Chairman for the election of the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of the Columbus County Board of Commissioners. 
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MOTION: 

 

Commissioner Chris Smith made a motion that Commissioner Ricky Bullard remain as Chairman 

and seconded by Commissioner Lavern Coleman. The motion unanimously passed.   

 

Commissioner Brent Watts made a motion for Commissioner Lavern Coleman to serve as Vice-Chairman 

and seconded by Commissioner Floyd. The motion unanimously passed.   

 

No other nominations were stated. The nominations were closed. Commissioner Bullard will serve as 

Chairman for the ensuing year. Commissioner Lavern Coleman will serve as Vice Chairman for the ensuing 

year. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING –TRANSPORTATION 

6:30 P.M. OR AS SOON AS CAN BE HEARD:  The purpose of the public hearing is to receive oral and 

written comments from the public regarding an application for FY 24 grant funds for Transportation. 

 

At 6:34 P.M., Chairman Bullard opened the floor for public comments.  No comments were given. 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to close the Public Hearing, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The 

motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Items #3 & 4: INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

The invocation was delivered by Commissioner Coleman. Everyone in attendance stood and pledged Allegiance 

to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Smith. 

 

Agenda Item #5: SURETY BONDS: Examination and Approval: 

 

Name Title Bond Amount Expiration Date 

Lacie Jacobs Finance Officer $1 Million Indefinite 

Heather Woody Assistant Finance Officer $1 Million Indefinite 

Needom G. Hughes, IV Tax Administrator $25,000 11/25/2023 

Douglas E. Ward Deputy Tax Collector $25,000 Indefinite 

Rachel H. Tyson Public Housing Director $25,000 10/22/2023 

Kandance Bullock Columbus County Registrar $10,000 12/04/2024 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve as required, seconded by Commissioner Watts.  The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #6: APPROVAL of BOARD MINTUES: 

   A. November 21, 2022 – Regular Session 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Chairman Bullard stated he had been asked to table this agenda item until the next meeting. 

 

Agenda Item #7: APPROVAL of DECEMBER 5, 2022 AGENDA & AGENDA ADD-ONS:  
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   Item #7A: Historic Courthouse Renovations – Rejection of Bid. 

   Item #7B: Finance – Budget Amendment/Backup 911 Project. 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the Agenda with add-ons, seconded by Commissioner 

Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 7A: HISTORIC COURTHOUSE RENOVATION- REJECTION of BID: 

 

 Based on the recommendation of Lee Dixon with Coastal Architecture, County Manager is requesting 

disqualification of bid from Mohammad Construction Company in the amount of $6,423,000.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the rejection of Mohammad Construction Company in 

the amount of $6,423,000.00, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 7B: FINANCE – BUDGET AMENDMENT/BACKUP 911 PROJECT: 

 

 Lacie Jacobs, Finance Director is requesting approval of Budget Amendment to reallocate expenditures 

for Town of Lake Waccamaw coverage charges payable to Whiteville Rescue. 
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MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the budget amendment, seconded by Commissioner 

Watts.  The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item # 8: PUBLIC INPUT: 

 

 Chairman Bullard opened the floor for Public Comment.  No Comments were made. 

 

Agenda Item #9: PRESENTATION of RETIREMENT PLAQUE: 

 

 Parks and Recreation Employee Gary Smith, is retiring with 20 Years of Service with the County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item #10: TRANSPORTATION – APPROVAL of ENTIRE 5311 GRANT APPLICATION: Joy 

Jacobs Transportation Director, is requesting approval of the FY 24 Grant Application from NCDOT. 
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MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve FY 24 Grant Application from NCDOT, seconded 

Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #11: SOIL and WATER CONSERVATION – APPROVAL of the COLUMBUS COUNTY 

AGRICULTURAL: 

 

 Morgan Hayes Soil and Water Conservation Director, is requesting approval of this plan. 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to table this plan until next meeting, seconded by Commissioner 

Watts. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #12: ADMINISTRATION – APPROVAL of the CONTRACT BETWEEN COLUMBUS 

COUNTY and THE ADAMS COMPANY for ADMINISTRATION of the HMGP 

FLORENCE NON-EXPEDITED GRANT: 

 

 Assistant County Manager Gail Edwards is requesting approval of this grant funded project contract. 

11 
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MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #13: ADMINISTRATION – RESOLUTION CANCELLATION of the DECEMBER 19, 2022 

MEETING: 

 

 County Manager Eddie Madden is requesting approval to cancel the December 19, 2022 Commissioners 

Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to cancel the December 19, 2022 meeting, seconded by Commissioner 

Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #14: ADMINISTRATION –APPROVAL and ADOPTION of the SIGNATORY                         

RESOLUTION by the COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD of COMMISSIONERS: 

 

 County Manager Eddie Madden is requesting approval of the Signatory Resolution. 

 

 
MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #15: FINANCE – RESOLUTIONS and AGREEMENTS for all DEPOSITS and 

INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS: 

 

 Finance Director Lacie Jacobs is requesting approval of all Resolution and Agreements. 
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MOTION: 

 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve all Resolution and Agreements, seconded by 

Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #16: FINANCE –EXTENSION of CONTRACT with MAULDIN & JENKINS for AUDIT: 

 

 Finance Director Lacie Jacobs is requesting approval of contract extension. 
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MOTION: 

 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Contract Extension, seconded by Commissioner 

Watts. The motion unanimously passed 

 

Agenda Item #17: SOLID WASTE – APPROVAL of the SCRAP TIRE CONTRACT with 

CAROLINA HOLDINGS, LLC.: 

 

 Public Utilities and Solid Waste Director Harold Nobles, is requesting approval of Contract. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the Contract, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #18: SHERIFF’S OFFICE – APPROVAL to ADJUST ADOPTION RATES for DOGS & 

CATS from DECEMBER 1, 2022 – DECEMBER 31, 2022: 

Sheriff W.A. “Bill” Rogers, is requesting approval. 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve Adoption Rates, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #19: APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS: 

Staff is requesting appointments, re-appointments or replacements to the following boards, committees 

and councils. 

 

Legend: EB   =Entire Board 

Listed Zone#   =Individual Commissioner 

 

Zone I: Barbara Featherson   Zone V: Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith    Zone IV: Ricky Bullard 

Zone III: Giles E. Byrd    Zone VII: Scott Floyd 

Zone IV: Lavern Coleman 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE/EB PERSON(S) EXP. DATE 

Tourism Development 

Authority 

VI Penny McPherson Term Expiration 
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MOTION: 

 

 Chairman Bullard is appointing Penny McPherson to the Tourism Development Authority Board as his 

appointee.  No Board action is required. 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING. 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 6:50P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District V Board Meeting to order. 

 

There is no business at this time. No Board action is required. 

 

At 6:51 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Watts.  

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTIRICT 

I, II, III, IV AND V BOARD MEETING and enter into REGULAR SESSION 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with NCGS § 143-

318.11 (A) (6) Attorney Client  Privilege and NCGS  § 143-318.11(A) (4) Economic Development. 

 

Agenda Item # 20: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with NCGS § 143-318.11 (A) (6) Attorney 

Client Privilege and NCGS §143-318.11(A) (4) Economic Development. 

 

 Staff Attorney Amanda Prince gave a general account of the closed session stating that Commissioners 

discussed Economic Development matters with Economic Development Director Gary Lanier and possible future 

litigation. 

 No action was taken by the board 

 

Agenda Item #21:  COMMENTS: 

 

Chairman Bullard opened the floor for comments.  The following spoke:  

 

A. Board of Commissioners: 

 

1. Commissioner Watts stated the following: 

Congratulated to Ms. Featherson and Mr. Floyd and he looks forward to working with them.  He 

thinks they have a good Board and they work good together. He wished everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Remember to spend time with your family during the holidays, 

it’s important.  Remember what the reason for the season is. 

2. Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

He reiterated the same as Commissioner Watts with the two new Commissioners coming on board.  

He looks forward to working with them.  Please over the time we are here we are working for the 

betterment of Columbus County and if we disagree on something the next item on the agenda is 

something totally different.  Please don’t let one lead over to the next.  Don’t take anything 

personal when we are debating.  We are supposed to have seven different appoints and we need to 

express them along the way.  Don’t take anything anyone says personal, because we are here for 

the same cause.  Like I said, I hope we got a good work relation and I look forward to working 

with you.  I feel like we have two new members bring good quality to the Board and good 

judgement.  Maybe we will get along really well.  Enjoy Christmas! 

3. Vice-Chairman Coleman stated the following: 

Again welcome to the Team!  I looking forward to it.  I think we got a lot of promise for the 

County.  Everyone that participated in the Employees Appreciation last week I enjoyed it!  I had 

a good time and I hope everyone else did.    Thank you all and for the County employees for your 

help improving the County.  To the citizens of County, thank you for putting us in this position we 

are in now.  Keep us honest and keep us focused in letting this Community and County grow to its 

fullest potential.  Merry Christmas to each and every one of you!  I’m always available to everyone 

if you have a problem or need help; feel free to give me a call.  Thank you! 
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4. Commissioner Smith stated the following: 

Again Ms. Featherson and Scott I am glad to have you all.  You are dually elected to serve the 

whole County just like we are.  I think the employees’ appreciation dinner went really well.  I 

don’t know how many people we fed, but I know it was a bunch!  I don’t know if you all have 

heard that song by Cody Johnson “Till You Can’t”, but if you haven’t you need to listen to it and 

spend time with your family.  It’ Christmas, make that phone call and don’t put it off.  Make that 

visit and don’t put it off.  I hope everyone has a great Christmas! 

5. Commissioner Floyd stated the following: 

I’m new at this and I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

6. Commissioner Featherson stated the following: 

To Mr. Madden and his administrative staff, thank you for welcoming me on board and for being 

so professional in getting me the things that I needed. To the Board of Commissioners, thank you 

for welcoming to this Board.  To the general public, thank you for your vote of confidence.  I 

solicit your continued support.  I’m hear as a “mouth piece” for the public and as a servant.  I ask 

everyone to look around and see who you can help during the Christmas Holiday Season.  There 

are a lot of lonely people out there, especially the seniors.  The schools will be out as well so let’s 

pay attention to our young people who are out there.  Let’s just show some love.  Show love this 

is what Christmas is all about.  I ask that you all have a Merry Christmas and safe Christmas and 

a Happy Holiday Season over all. 

7. Chairman Bullard stated the following: 

Thank you Commissioner Featherson.  I’d like to say congratulation!  I know you care or you 

would have not run to get involved with your community.  I have a lot of respect for someone that 

does that, and I appreciate you!  I look forward to working with both of you and helping to move 

Columbus County forward.  We have a good Board and a good Manager.  We have done a lot of 

good things the past couple of years.  I’m looking to do more.  I appreciate everyone’s support 

during my election. I look forward to serving as Chairman again, I will do my very best and thank 

you for your confidence in me.  Merry Christmas!   

 

 B.  County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

Thank you Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board, I want to express my appreciation to each 

one of you that participated with the Employees’ Appreciation Luncheon.  Mr. Smith I think that 

number was approximately 550 employees that was served with a meal last week.  This Board 

graciously volunteered to prepare that meal and we appreciate that very much!  We also had a 

number of staff that volunteered, and I think you are in the room here tonight that also participated 

in helping to serve one another; It was a very encouraging time.  I want to thank all the business 

that gave door prizes for our employees.  We are in total of over 170 door prizes given out.  Our 

employees appreciated that! From the luncheon the feedback we received from the second year in 

a roll, was a very enjoyable time to be with one another and to be with our Board.   We appreciate 

that!  I want to extend my best wishes to you all this holiday season that is quickly approaching in 

the New Year.  We have a lot going on in the County.  But with everyone working together with 

the common goal we can accomplish great things!  Merry Christmas!  Happy New Year!  We are 

here for you.  As I indicated earlier, we will most likely be coming together again before December 

17th.   In the meantime, if you need us you know how to reach us.  Thank you! 

 

Agenda Item #21: ADJOURNMENT: 

At 7:43P.M. Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Watts.  The 

motion unanimously passed.   These minutes were typed by Natalie Carroll, Special Projects Coordinator. 

 

 

__________________________________________  ___________________________________ 

NATALIE CARROLL, Special Projects Coordinator  RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 

 

 

 

 


