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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

5:45 P.M. 

 

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of conducting a Closed Session Special Called 

Meeting. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 

Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Lavern Coleman      Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Brent Watts       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Giles E. Byrd     

Chris Smith       

        

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 

Charles T. McDowell  

 

ENTER into CLOSED SESSION SPECIAL CALLED MEETING IN ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 

143-318.11(A)(3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE: 

 

Agenda Items #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER: 

  

 At 5:45 P.M. Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Monday, April 4, 2022 Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Special Called Meeting to order.  

 

 At 5:46 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion enter into Closed Session Special Called Meeting in 

accordance with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A)(3) Attorney-Client Privilege, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #2: CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(A)(3) 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE: 

 

 No official action was taken. 

 

RECESS CLOSED SESSION: 

 

At 6:05 P.M., Commissioner McDowell made a motion to recess Closed Session, seconded by 

Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

READING and APPROVAL of CLOSED SESSION GENERAL ACCOUNT: 

 

Chairman Bullard requested Boyd Worley, Board Attorney, to orally read the Closed Session General 

Account. Mr. Worley orally stated the following: “The Board discussed pending litigation with attorneys. The 

Board discussed three matters of potential litigation with the attorneys. No action was taken by the Board.” 

 

MOTION: 

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to accept the Closed Session General Account, seconded by Vice 

Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURN SPECIAL CALLED MEETING: 

 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn the Special Called Meeting, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________                          ___________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk            RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

6:30 P.M. 

 

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at 127 West 

Webster Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of conducting a Regular Session Meeting. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Chris Smith       Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Lavern Coleman     

Brent Watts       

      

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
Charles T. McDowell  

 

Agenda Items #1: MEETING CALLED to ORDER: 

  

 At 6:30 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the Monday, April 4, 2022 Columbus County Board of 

Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order.  

 

Agenda Items #2 AND #3: INVOCATION and PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE: 

 

 The invocation was delivered by Vice Chairman McMillian. Everyone in attendance stood and pledged 

Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Smith. 

 

Agenda Item #4: BOARD MINUTES APPROVAL: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 Special Called Meeting 

B. March 21, 2022 Regular Session Meeting 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the Board Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Smith. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #5: APPROVAL of APRIL 4, 2022 AGENDA, TAX REFUNDS and RELEASES, and 

HUD BUDGET AMENDMENT: 

 

Tax Refunds and Releases 

Refunds Amount: $0.00 
Nunez Teo Fillo PROPERTY: 00000 Total: $200.00 
Value: $0.00 Year: 2021 Account: 07-17001 Bill#: 99999 
Refund user fee.  Double billed. 

Refunds Amount: $0.00 
Stanley, Alice Felicia (ETAL) PROPERTY: 83461 Total: $800.00 
Value: $0.00 Year: 18-21 Account: 07-16401 Bill#: 99999 
Refund user fees.  Home vacant since 2010. Not a can on property. 

 

HUD Budget Amendment 
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MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the agenda, tax refunds and releases, and budget 

amendment, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #6: PUBLIC INPUT: 

 

Chairman Bullard opened the floor for Public Comment.  

 

Ervin Kreutter, 101 Oxford Village, Tabor City NC 28463, stated the following: 

-I have a statement and I won’t be able to get through it all but I’m going to leave a copy for you of 10 points. 

-I have a newsletter; you will get a copy of that also. 

-Adam Smith wrote in “The Wealth of Nations” that—manufacturing exported (sent out of the country) and raw 

materials imported (brought in) draws a sharp distinction between a Rich and a Poor nation. 

-So why did we do it? Why did we send manufacturing out of the country and turn to agricultural exports? 

-Abraham Lincoln tells us why. Quote,” The Money Power preys on the nation in times of peace, and conspires 

against it in times of adversity. It is more despotic than monarchy, more insolent than autocracy, more selfish than 

bureaucracy. It denounces as public enemies, all who question its methods or throw light upon its crimes. 

-The money power, seen through the lenses of Globalization, has greatly upset the American Political System. 

We exist and persist because of a Two-Party System. 

-Say what you will about Republicans, and a number do, it is the Democrat Party, destroying itself with an absurd 

Policy Agenda: hate everything American you can define and seize upon. Falling numbers in the Democratic 
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ranks stand out as the number of Independent voters rises and the natural advantage Democrats have registering 

voters slips away. 

-The political poison spread by Party activists, which include national Democrat Party leaders, bears fruit. A 

pathetic socialist outburst by Yale law students reportedly shut down the speech of a Yale Professor at a University 

event. The Professor called upon Yale University to sanction the students over the incident. 

-Technology has not only freed us from religion, the range of activities a person can engage in as a result of the 

wide reach of electronic innovations is certainly time consuming, cell phone use, streaming Internet, remote 

learning, doing business by wire, working at home, present an alternative to religion. This is not all technology 

has done. It has freed us of a living wage as well. 

-We know the Machine is becoming too intelligent and powerful. It can already outwork a human being. [But it 

cannot out consume like the people trodden down by its gross efficiency, do. The Machine’s many and varied 

employments are a matter of record, but where’s the profit in it long term?] Next the Machine will out talk and 

out think us. Oh Happy Day! All the while we stand by and do nothing. 

-It’s not a matter of questioning our commitment to the Truth. Plenty of people pursue it as best they can. No, the 

real crisis in human understanding is knowing what you’re up against and having the means to combat it. 

-It’s the money talking and taking over our lives. Unlike military hardware that keeps getting more lethal, 

something that is very problematic in its own right, who controls the Generals—going forward? Money pushes 

everything that gets in its way, aside, in pursuit of its Goals. 

 

Agenda Item #7: EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT – AMANDA DAVIS: 

 

 County Manager Eddie Madden will spotlight Columbus County Public Utilities and Solid Waste 

Executive Assistant, Ms. Amanda Davis.  

 

County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

-Tonight’s employee spotlight recipient is Ms. Amanda Davis from the Public Utilities Department. 

-Ms. Davis has been with the county for over 15 years and has been described as adaptable, reliable and someone  

with a strong work ethic.  

-According to her Department Manager, Mr. Harold Nobles, who is here this evening, he said Ms. Davis has a  

passion to provide quality work in her daily tasks and strong focus that allows her to work has a team player. 

-She brings innovative ideas and suggestions forward that positively impact the department. 

-Mr. Nobles added that Ms. Davis is very dependable and has worked hard during her employment with Columbus 

County. 

-Please help me recognize Ms. Amanda Davis as tonight’s Employee Spotlight Person. 

 

Agenda Item #8: ADMINISTRATION – THE LAB ENTREPRENEURSHIP CENTER UPDATE 

AND APPROVAL OF A STEERING COMMITTEE: 

 

 Jonathan Medford provided a PowerPoint presentation on The LAB (Launching and Accelerating 

Business) Entrepreneurship Center. County Manager Eddie Madden requested approval of a steering committee.

  

 

Steering Committee Members 

Lavern Coleman, Commissioner 

Les High, Jobs Foundation Member – Business Owner 

Jonathan Medford, Jobs Foundation Member – Business Owner 

Cynthia Ellis, Columbus Chamber President – Business Owner 

Pamela Young Jacobs, SCC Small Business Center Director 

Dr. Chris English, SCC President 

Dr. Dan Strickland, Columbus County School Board 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the steering committee, seconded by Commissioner 

Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #9: PROCLAMATION – APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION IN CELEBRATION OF 

NATIONAL LINEMEN APPRECIATION MONTH: 

 

 The Commissioners presented a proclamation to Nicky Nance, Key Accounts and Renewable Specialist 

with Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation, and Brunswick Electric Lineman, in celebration of National 

Linemen Appreciation Month. 

Proclamation in Celebration of  

National Lineman Appreciation Month 

 

WHEREAS, Columbus County celebrates the profession of linemen; and  
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WHEREAS, their profession requires passion, dedication and ongoing training; and  

 

WHEREAS, linemen are often first responders during storms, working to repair broken electrical lines to make 

the area safe for other public safety heroes; and  

 

WHEREAS, linemen play a vital role by maintaining and growing the electrical infrastructure, working power 

lines 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, to keep electricity flowing; and  

 

WHEREAS, linemen risk their lives every day working at precarious heights with dangerous high voltage; and  

 

WHEREAS, the US House of Representatives, in recognition of the efforts of linemen in keeping the power on 

and protecting public safety, have designated April 18th, 2022, as National Lineman Appreciation Day.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we, the Columbus County Board of Commissioners, do hereby 

proclaim the month of April as “National Lineman Appreciation Month” in Columbus County and urge all 

citizens to celebrate our linemen and thank them for their service. 

 

Adopted this the 4th day of April, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  

/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney/Clerk 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk  to the Board 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to Approve the Proclamation, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #10: PROCLAMATION – APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION IN CELEBRATION OF 

THE WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD: 

 

 Selena Rowell, Executive Director of the Columbus County Partnership for Children, requested Board 

approval and adoption. 

Week of the Young Child Proclamation 

 

WHEREAS, the Columbus County Partnership for Children (Smart Start) and other local organizations, in 

conjunction with the National Association for the Education of Young Children, are celebrating the Week of the 

Young Child, April 2 – 8, 2022; and  

 

WHEREAS, these organizations are working to improve early learning opportunities, including early literacy 

programs, that can provide a foundation of learning for children in Columbus County, North Carolina; and 

 

WHEREAS, parents, grandparents, teachers and others who make a difference in the lives of young children in 

Columbus County, North Carolina, deserve thanks and recognition; and  

 

WHEREAS, public policies that support early learning for all young children are crucial to young children’s 

futures.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we, the Columbus County Board of Commissioners, do hereby 

proclaim April 2 through April 8, 2022, as the Week of the Young Child in Columbus County, and encourage 

all citizens to work to make a good investment in early childhood education in our community. 

 

Adopted this the 4th day of April, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  
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/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney/Clerk 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk  to the Board 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the proclamation, seconded by Commissioner Smith. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #11: PROCLAMATION – APPROVAL of CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

PROCLAMATION: 

 

Selena Rowell, Executive Director of the Columbus County Partnership for Children, requested Board 

approval and adoption. 

Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation 

 

WHEREAS, Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina, the Columbus County Partnership for Children and the 

Columbus County Commissioners, realize that children are vital to our county’s future success, prosperity and 

quality of life as well as being our most vulnerable assets; and 

 

WHEREAS, all children deserve to have the safe, stable, nurturing homes and communities they need to foster 

their healthy growth and development; and 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect is a community responsibility affecting both the current and future quality 

of life of a community; and 

 

WHEREAS, communities that provide parents with the social support, knowledge of parenting and child 

development and concrete resources they need to cope with stress and nurture their children ensure all children 

grow to their full potential; and 

 

WHEREAS, effective child abuse prevention strategies succeed because of partnerships created among citizens, 

human service agencies, schools, faith communities, health care providers, civic organizations, law enforcement 

agencies and the business community.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we the Columbus County Board of Commissioners, do hereby 

proclaim April as Child Abuse Prevention Month and call upon all citizens, community agencies, faith groups, 

medical facilities, elected leaders and businesses to increase their participation in our efforts to support families, 

thereby preventing child abuse and strengthening the communities in which we live. 

 

Adopted this the 4th day of April, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  

/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney/Clerk 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk  to the Board 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the proclamation, seconded by Vice Chairman 

McMillian. The motion unanimously approved. 

 

Agenda Item #12: APPROVAL OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH PROCLAMATION: 

  

 Abby Williams, Columbus & Bladen County Sexual Assault Advocate with Families First, Inc., requested 

Board Approval and adoption. 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month Proclamation 

 

WHEREAS, April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month — a time to draw attention to the prevalence of sexual 

assault and educate individuals and communities about how to prevent it.; and 

 

WHEREAS, In the United States alone, nearly one in five women and one in 67 men have been raped at some 

time in their lives and one in four girls and one in twenty boys is sexually abused by the age of 17; and 
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WHEREAS, Sexual harassment, assault, and abuse can happen anywhere, including in online spaces, so, we 

must work together to educate our community about what can be done to prevent sexual assault and how to 

support survivors; and 

 

WHEREAS, Staff and volunteers of anti-violence programs in Columbus County encourage every person to 

speak out when witnessing acts of violence however small; and  

 

WHEREAS, with leadership, dedication, and encouragement, there is compelling evidence that we can be 

successful in reducing sexual violence in Columbus County through prevention education, increased awareness, 

and holding perpetrators who commit acts of violence responsible for their actions; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Columbus County Commissioners strongly supports the efforts of national, state, and local 

partners, and of every citizen to actively engage in public and private efforts, including conversations about what 

sexual violence is, how to prevent it, how to help survivors connect with services, and how every segment of our 

society can work together to better address sexual violence. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, we the Columbus County Board of Commissioners, do hereby 

proclaim that April 2022, is Sexual Assault Awareness Month in Columbus County and we join advocates and 

communities across the country in taking action to prevent sexual violence.  

 

Adopted this the 21st day of March, 2022. 

 

Columbus County Board of Commissioners 

 

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman     /s/ JEROME MCMILLIAN, Vice Chairman  

/s/ CHRIS SMITH       /s/ GILES E. BYRD  

/s/ LAVERN COLEMAN      /s/ BRENT WATTS  

/s/ CHARLES T. MCDOWELL     /s/ EDWIN H. MADDEN, Jr., Manager  

/s/ BOYD WORLEY, Board Attorney  /s/AMANDA B. PRINCE, Staff Attorney/Clerk 

/s/ LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk  to the Board 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the proclamation, seconded by Vice Chairman 

McMillian. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #13: VETERANS – REMARKS ON THE NOVEMBER 12, 2022 VETERANS PARADE: 

 

 Ms. Angela Norris, VFWA President Aux. 8073, addressed the Board concerning the Veterans Parade in 

November. 

  
Agenda Item #14: ACT ASSOCIATES, LLC – APPROVAL OF STEERING COMMITTEE AND 

UPDATE ON THE KATE B REYNOLDS GRANT: 

 

 Syd Wiford, Principal Consultant with ACT Associates, LLC provided the Board with an update on the 

Kate B. Reynolds Grant and requested Board approval of a steering committee to provide suggestions on the use 

of those funds. 

Preliminary Substance and Alcohol Use Data 2020 Columbus County NC 
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Purpose of the Steering Committee:  

-To be representative of the geographic areas and services in Columbus County affected by the Opioid and 

Other Substance Abuse Issues occurring in the County. 

Tasks of the Steering Committee: 

-To participate in the Needs Assessment, Gap identification and Strategic Planning Process for the Opioid and 

Other Drug Issues occurring in Columbus County, review the needs, gaps report and help prioritize and develop 

the strategy to deal with the gaps and needs identified.  

-To recommend a non-biased process by which the Opioid Settlement Funds can be allocated to insure it meets 

the criteria identified in the Opioid Settlement Requirements and the County’s Strategic plan goals and 

priorities. 

-To set benchmarks for funded projects to report progress toward Program Goals. 

-To publish a quarterly report for the Columbus County Commissioners detailing out programs progress and 

activities.  

 

 Proposed Names 

1. Marc Whichard, Superintendent  

Whiteville City Schools 

2. Deanne Meadows, Superintendent  

Columbus County Schools  

(Heather Piggott to act as her alternate)  

3 Kim Smith, Director  

Columbus County Health Department 

4 TBN  

Columbus County Magistrate  

5 Courtney Sanford, Assistant District Attorney 

6 Dr. Jugta Kahai, Pediatrician 

7 TBN by Columbus County Sheriff 

8 Dennis Williams, Southern Regional Director 

Trillium Health Resources 

9 Ms. Rose McPherson  

Columbus Regional Healthcare System 

10 Dr. Timothy Lance 

Southeastern Community College 

11 TBN  

Columbus County Child Protective Services 

12 Eddie Madden, County Manager 

Columbus County Government 

13 Pamela Young Jacobs, Director 

SCC Small Business Center  

14 Willis Harper 

15 Superior Court Judge Douglas Sasser or 

Designee 

16 Jerome McMillian 

County Commissioner 

17 Dave Heller, Chaplain  

Columbus County Sheriff 

18 Daisy Brooks, Pastor  

Facts of Life Church 

19 Tracey Troy, Pastor 

Highest Praise Church 

 

MOTION:  

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the committee, seconded by Vice Chairman 

McMillian. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #15: AIRPORT – APPROVAL OF GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NORTH 

CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND COLUMBUS 

COUNTY: 

 

 Phil Edwards, Director, requested Board approval of the State Capital and Infrastructure Fund (SCIF) 

Grant Agreement between the North Carolina Department of Transportation and Columbus County. The grant 

award amount is $7,000,000.00 and is to be used for capital improvements at the Columbus County Airport. There 

is no cost to the county. 
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MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the grant agreement, seconded by Commissioner Smith. 

The motion unanimously passed. 
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Agenda Item #16: FINANCE –SECOND READING AND APPROVAL OF COLUMBUS COUNTY 

CREDIT CARD POLICY: 

 

Jay Leatherman, Finance Director, requested a second reading of the Columbus County Credit Card Policy 

and Board approval and adoption. 

 

COLUMBUS COUNTY 

CREDIT CARD POLICY 

 

Introduction 
Columbus County recognizes that the use of credit cards is a customary and economical business practice to 

improve cash management, reduce costs and increase efficiency.  The County recognizes credit cards to be an 

appropriate and useful means of making payment for a variety of types of purchases; some examples may include 

travel expenses, departmental supplies, subscriptions, on-line purchases and recurring vendor payments (where 

appropriate). 

 

The Finance Director shall implement and administer the following policies related to the use of credit cards by 

County officials and employees. 

 

Credit card use will follow the County’s purchasing policy. 

 

Distribution 
County credit cards may be issued to a department which could be used as necessary by various individuals within 

their department for pre-approved transactions. 

 

Upon issuance of a credit card, employees shall sign a “Columbus County Credit Card User Agreement” included 

as Attachment A to this policy. 

 

Authorization and Control 
Credit card transactions shall comply with the County’s purchasing and contracting guidelines and all applicable 

state and federal regulations.  The Finance Director will be the designated County Credit Card Administrator and 

will be responsible for the overall administration of the credit card program by reviewing, reporting and 

coordinating all aspects of the program.  The Administrator will act as the liaison between the banking entity and 

the individual credit card holders. 

 

Credit Limits 
The “Columbus County Credit Card User Agreement” shall specify the employee’s single-purchase transaction 

limit and their monthly transaction maximum limit as determined by the Finance Director after consultation with 

the Department Director.  No credit limit shall exceed $5,000. 

 

Disallowed Charges 
The following uses are not authorized credit card purchases: 

 Items or services for personal use 

 Capital Equipment 

 Cash Advances 

 Alcoholic Beverages 

 Fuel for County or privately owned vehicles 

 Charges made outside of employee’s approval authority 

 Purchases restricted by other policies and guidelines 

 “Split transactions” in which a cardholder arranges for a vendor to split a large transaction into 

multiple smaller transactions (for instance, to get around the per-transaction credit limit) 

 Prepaid cards (without Finance Director’s approval) 

 Late fees on other invoices 

 

No employee shall use the County issued credit card for non-County business as personal use.  Any employee 

using a County issued credit card for non-County business or personal use may be subject to disciplinary action 

and shall be billed by the County for all such unauthorized charges.  Disallowed charges, or charges not properly 

identified, will be paid by the employee before the credit card billing is due.  The County may withhold any 

amounts from funds owed to the employee in default. 

 

Any employee with a demonstrated history of charge card defaults may be barred from using County credit cards 

by the County Manager/Finance Director/Department Manager. 

 

Receipts of Goods and Services 
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The cardholder is responsible for ensuring the receipt of goods and services as ordered and any follow-up with 

the vendor to resolve delivery problems, discrepancies or damaged goods.  Should any item need to be returned 

to the vendor, the cardholder will follow the vendor return policy and be responsible to ensure that proper credit 

is posted for said item. 

 

Documentation 
Employees incurring expenses with a County credit card are responsible for providing detailed documentation to 

the County Credit Card Administrator by 20th of each month.  If a receipt is lost, it is the responsibility of the user 

to contact the vendor and request a replacement receipt or an Affidavit of Lost Receipt must be provided. 

 

Documentation is to include an itemized receipt signed by the employee with an explanation of the charge and if 

applicable, a packing slip indication receipt of goods.   

 

Employees who have not submitted appropriate credit card documentation in a timely manner may have their 

credit card use temporarily suspended until documentation is received.  Continual offenders may have their credit 

card cancelled at the discretion of the Department Director and Finance Director. 

 

Payment of Bills 
The Finance Director will reconcile the monthly billing statement with the itemized receipts.   

 

Card Security 
The County credit card should be kept in a secured location.  Cards issued to individual employees are to be used 

only by that employee.  They are not to be lent to another person.  Department credit cards should be secured 

when not in use and should only be accessible by the Director or their designee. 

 

It is the responsibility of the cardholder to immediately report a lost or stolen County credit card.  Credit cards 

are to be returned to the County immediately upon leaving County employment. 

 

Adopted and effective this the 4th day of April, 2022. 

 

 

___________________________________________    ________________________ 

Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to the Board    Ricky Bullard, Chairman 

 

MOTION: 

 Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Credit Card Policy, seconded by Commissioner Smith. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #17:  HMGP HURRICANE FLORENCE NON-EXPEDITED GRANT PROGRAM – 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATION OF APPLICANT’S AGENT: 
  

 Gail Edwards, Senior Advisor to the County Manager requested Board approval of Resolution 

Designating County Manager Eddie Madden and Senior Advisor to the County Manager Gail Edwards as 

signatories for the grant. 
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MOTION: 
 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #18:  APPOINTMENTS/RE-APPOINTMENTS/REPLACEMENTS:  

 

Legend: EB   = Entire Board 

Listed Zone #   = Individual Commissioner 

 

 
Zone I:  Jerome McMillian   Zone V:  Brent Watts 

Zone II:  Chris Smith   Zone VI:  Ricky Bullard 

Zone III:  Giles E. Byrd   Zone VII: Charles T. McDowell 

Zone IV:  Lavern Coleman 

 

 

COMMITTEE ZONE/

EB 

PERSON(S) EXP. 

DATE 

BOARD 

ACTION 

Community Advisory 

Committee 

(former Joint and/or Nursing 

Home Committee) 

M=Byrd       S=Watts 

EB Deborah Spivey 04/02/2022 Re-Appoint 

Tabor City Zoning Board of 

Adjustments 

M=Watts       S=Coleman 

EB Kira Godwin (ETJ) 04/01/2022 Appoint 

Animal Control IV Jesse Stafford 04/20/2022 HOLD 

 

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER 

DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING 
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 At 7:32 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into a combination 

meeting of Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV, and V Board Meeting, seconded by Vice 

Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously passed. 

   

Agenda Item #19:  COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER AND SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V – 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #20:  WATER DISTRICT II – APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH GREEN 

ENGINEERING: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of an engineering design for a proposed Truck Stop 

on Midway Rd. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the agreement, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #21:  WATER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V – APPROVAL OF CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of a Capital Improvement Plan. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS 

I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING: 

 

 At 7:36 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn the combination meeting of Columbus 

County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V Board Meeting, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

Agenda Item #22: COMMENTS: 

 

 Chairman Bullard opened the floor for comments. The following spoke: 

 

A. Board of Commissioners: 

 

1. Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

-Yes, I have a couple of things, while Director Nobles is here.  

-Mr. Nobles I noticed yesterday down on Robison Rd, the area we had such a problem with several 

years ago, some mattresses and stuff have been thrown out there in the last 3 or 4 days. 

-I’d also like to bring up the wood yard in Chadbourn, someone cut the lock, and went in and 

unloaded two big loads of tires over there. 

-Are you familiar with it? And did you see the stickers and tags on all of it? It might lead back to 

where they came from but it’s a lot of them there. 

-It’s rained since they put them there, but it’s been within the last week. 

-At the last meeting I brought up Mr. Chase Soles and on the preliminary agenda that was sent out 

it was listed and Commissioner Smith was going to present so what happened? 

Chairman Bullard stated the following:  

-They asked that we postpone it to a later date. 

County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

-And I can add to that if you like. 

-I think it’s April 25th, ADR is having an event, and you all have been invited to that.  

-It will include some recognition of Mr. Soles and then after that, we will invite them to come here 

for the formal presentation. 

-So, they asked us to do it in that order. 

Commissioner Byrd stated the following: 

-Okay, and if you could Mr. Nobles take care of those two issues. 

-That’s all Mr. Chairman. 

 

2. Commissioner Coleman stated the following: 

-I’d just like to thank the County Employees for all they do. 

-We need the county to grow but we need to do it the right way. 

-I appreciate the Sheriff; he’s showing a lot of presence in our area. 

-Thank you for that, it is being noticed. 

-The county employees are awesome and I certainly appreciate everything they do. 

 

3. Chairman Bullard stated the following: 

-I’d like to say I appreciate the job that a lot of people here in the county are doing. 

-Thank you Mr. Edwards for getting that $7 million dollar grant for the Airport. 

-That will mean a tremendous amount to Columbus County Airport. 

-And it’s good when we can get a grant that costs the taxpayers zero. 

-A lot of good things are happening out here in Columbus County, just like the Entrepreneurship 

Center with Southeastern. 

-Ms. Pamela, I’m proud of what you’re doing, you have a broad vision, the right attitude, and the 

right smile to make everything come together. 

-If there is any way that this board can help you, let us know. 

-We thank you for what you’re doing. 

-Ms. Powell, thank you.  

-I know you’re impacting a lot of lives and you may not ever know it, but you are. 

-Keep up the good work, and with that smiling face, everything will work out. 

 

B. County Manager Eddie Madden stated the following: 

-I just want to comment on a few things. 

-First, the budget meetings with the schools and the college were a great success. 
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-They were all held right here in this room and we received a great deal of positive feedback, especially 

about the improved working relationships between each other. 

-Our finance staff continues to work with those budget requests that were submitted from the school 

systems and college and we hope to have more information for you later this week, if not next week. 

-I think the Sheriff has a ribbon cutting ceremony this coming Wednesday at noon at the Delco School 

site for the Sheriff’s Department Annex. 

-This Board is certainly welcome to attend that. 

-With regards to this building, our Building Inspections Office, Fire Marshal’s Office and Emergency 

Management Staff have all relocated to the first floor.  

-Economic Development and Planning will complete their move later this week. 

-Environmental Health is one of the last offices to move to the first floor and they are waiting on a 

glass divider to be installed at the front counter. 

-I do want to express our appreciation to FOCUS Broadband for expediting the installation of fiber 

connectivity to the County’s buildings, which has permitted us to move forward in an expeditious way. 

-You’ve been contacted by our staff but I just want to remind everyone that the USDA State Director, 

Mr. Reginald Speight, will be here. 

-He has requested a meeting with this Board and the municipal mayors and councils across Columbus 

County on April 18, 2022, 5:00 P.M., just prior to the Commissioner’s regular meeting. 

-Mr. Speight has said the USDA intends to make a significant investment in Columbus County in the 

near future and he wants the opportunity to introduce himself and explain the opportunities to us. 

-I want to recap what Ms. Syd Wiford has expressed to you all this evening.  

-The newly formed opioid task force will play an extremely important role in addressing the needs of 

the whole county. 

-We are hopeful that the partnerships with Columbus Regional Hospital, the Sheriff’s Office, the 

school systems, along with the Kate B. Reynolds Foundation will result in more funding to combat 

the opioid crisis and other issues that must be dealt with that truly are wrecking the lives of people 

both young and old. 

-I don’t know if you paid close attention to the data that was presented this evening but it was 

staggering to see the impact that it is having on our citizens. 

-The EMS study continues to make progress; a formal report, along with recommendations will occur 

in the June or July timeframe. 

-We also, as you know, are involved with the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and that will be 

concluding very soon. 

-A formal report by the consultants and the advisory committee will be forthcoming. 

-They have worked very hard to seek input from the community and to identify gaps in our service on 

a recreational basis. 

-We look forward to their report. 

-In observance of Easter, the county offices will be closed on April 15th and that concludes my report. 

 

Agenda Item #23: ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:44 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. These minutes were recorded and typed by LaToya Williams. 

 

 

________________________________                          ___________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk            RICKY BULLARD, Chairman  
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

7:32 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Dempsey 

B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting 

as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District I Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Chris Smith       Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Lavern Coleman     

Brent Watts       

      

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 
 

 At 7:32 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District I Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #19: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT I BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and Sewer District I Board Meeting 

 

MOTION: 
 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District I Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #21:  WATER DISTRICT I– APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of a Capital Improvement Plan. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:36 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________      _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk       RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

7:32 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Dempsey 

B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting 

as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District II Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Chris Smith       Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Lavern Coleman     

Brent Watts       

      

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 

 

 At 7:32 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District II Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #19: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT II BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and Sewer District II Board Meeting  

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District II Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously 

passed. 

 

Agenda Item #20:  WATER DISTRICT II – APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH GREEN 

ENGINEERING: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of an engineering design from Green Engineering, 

PLLC for a proposed Truck Stop on Midway Rd. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Smith made a motion approve the agreement, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. The 

motion unanimously passed. 
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AGENDA ITEM #21:  WATER DISTRICTS II – APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of a Capital Improvement Plan. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:36 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________      _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

7:32 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Dempsey 

B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting 

as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District III Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Chris Smith       Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Lavern Coleman     

Brent Watts       

      

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 

 

 At 7:32 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District III Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #19: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT III BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and Sewer District III Board Meeting  

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District III Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously 

passed. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #21:  WATER DISTRICT III – APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of a Capital Improvement Plan. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:36 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________               _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

7:32 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Dempsey 

B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting 

as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District IV Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Chris Smith       Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Lavern Coleman     

Brent Watts       

      

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 

 

At 7:32 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District IV Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #19: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT IV BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and Sewer District IV Board Meeting 

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District IV Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously 

passed. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #21:  WATER DISTRICT IV – APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of a Capital Improvement Plan. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:36 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________    _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV, and V 

COMBINATION BOARD MEETING 

Monday, April 4, 2022 

7:32 P.M. 

 

 The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and time at the Dempsey 

B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville, North Carolina 28472, for the purpose of acting 

as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District V Board. 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    APPOINTEES PRESENT: 
Ricky Bullard, Chairman     Eddie Madden, Jr., County Manager  

Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman    Amanda B. Prince, Staff Attorney/Clerk to Board  

Chris Smith       Jay Leatherman, Finance Director  

Giles E. Byrd       Boyd Worley, Board Attorney 

Lavern Coleman     

Brent Watts       

      

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT (EXCUSED): 
Charles T. McDowell  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 

 

 At 7:32 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District V Board Meeting to order. 

 

Agenda Item #23: COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICT V BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES: 

 

A. March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and Sewer District V Board Meeting  

 

MOTION: 

 Vice Chairman McMillian made a motion to approve the March 21, 2022 Columbus County Water and 

Sewer District V Board Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Coleman. The motion unanimously passed. 

 

AGENDA ITEM #21:  WATER DISTRICT V – APPROVAL OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN: 

 

 Harold Nobles, Director, requested Board approval of a Capital Improvement Plan. 
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MOTION: 

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the plan, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The 

motion unanimously passed. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 At 7:36 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. 

The motion unanimously passed. 

 

 

 

________________________________________    _____________________________ 

LATOYA WILLIAMS, Deputy Clerk     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman 
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