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COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
June 21, 2021

6:30 P.M.

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and at the
above stated time in South Columbus High School, 40 Stallion Drive, Tabor City, North Carolina
28463, for the purpose of conducting the Regular Session, it being the third Monday.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: APPOINTEES PRESENT:

Ricky Bullard, Chairman Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager 
Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, County Attorney
Chris Smith Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Officer
Giles E. Byrd
Lavern Coleman APPOINTEE ABSENT:
Brent Watts June B. Hall, Clerk to Board (Excused)
Charles T. McDowell

6:30 P.M.                       
PUBLIC HEARING - Animal Control Ordinance - Second Reading: the purpose of this

Public Hearing is to receive public comments regarding the revised
Columbus County Animal Control Ordinance.

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED:

At 6:30 P.M., Chairman Bullard called the Public Hearing to order, and stated this is for the
Animal Control Ordinance, Second Reading, and the purpose of this Public Hearing is to receive
public comments regarding the revised Columbus County Animal Control Ordinance.

COMMENTS:

Commissioner Byrd: stated the following:
-Last winter, after a meeting, I almost got into a wreck due to 2 donkeys in the highway;
-Two weeks after this event, another person was driving to work and hit one of these donkeys, lost
her car and ended up losing her job;
-The owner of the donkeys admitted owning the donkeys on the first event, and on the second event
the owner denied owning the donkeys; and
-In situations like this, there needs to be some kind of recourse.
 
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED:

At 6:34 P.M., the Public Hearing was closed.
_____________________________________________________________________________
6:30 P.M.                                                                                                                                           
PUBLIC HEARING - Purchase Financing Truist/BB&T North Campus and

Courthouse Branch Properties: the purpose of this Public
Hearing is to receive public comments regarding the Purchase
Financing of the Truist/BB&T North Campus and Courthouse
Branch Properties.

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED:

At 6:35 P.M., Chairman Bullard opened the Public Hearing and stated this Public Hearing
is for Purchase Financing Truist/BB&T North Campus and Courthouse Branch Properties.  The
purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive public comments regarding the Purchase Financing of
the Truist/BB&T North Campus and Courthouse Branch Properties.

COMMENTS:

Chairman Bullard opened the floor for comments.  No comments were received either orally
or written.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED:

At 6:36 P.M., the Public Hearing was closed.
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6:30 P.M. CDBG-2019 Neighborhood Revitalization Program -  Amendment: the purpose

of this Public Hearing is to notify citizens of the proposed amendment and receive
comments relative to the proposed amendment.

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED:

At 6:37 P.M., Chairman Bullard opened the Public Hearing, and stated this Public Hearing
is for the CDBG-2019 Neighborhood Revitalization Program Amendment, and the purpose of this
Public Hearing is to notify citizens of the proposed amendment and receive comments relative to
the proposed amendment.

COMMENTS:

Josh Outlaw, The Adams Company: stated the following:
1. Proposing to have four (4) houses in lieu of five (5);
2. This is due to various issues that came up that prevented us from doing five (5) houses; and
3. The total budget of $750,000 will remain unchanged.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED:

At 6:38 P.M., Commissioner McDowell made a motion to close the Public Hearing,
seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed.

6:39 P.M.
REGULAR SESSION

Agenda Item #1, #2 and #3: MEETING CALLED to ORDER, INVOCATION and PLEDGE
of ALLEGIANCE:

At 6:39 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the June 21, 2021 Columbus County Board
of Commissioners Regular Session Meeting to order.  The invocation was delivered by Vice
Chairman Jerome McMillian.  Everyone in attendance stood and pledged Allegiance to the Flag of
the United States of America which was led by Commissioner Giles Byrd.

ADJUSTMENTS and ADDITION to JUNE 21, 2021 AGENDA:

Chairman Bullard stated the following Agenda Items needed to be moved under Consent
Agenda Items: #7, #10, #11, #13, #14, and #18.

The following item needs to be added to the Agenda as Item #8A:

PLANNING - ESTABLISHMENT of DATE and TIME for MORATORIUM on MAJOR
SUBDIVISIONS:

Samantha Alsup, Planning Director, is requesting the Board to establish July 06, 2021, at
6:30 P.M., as the date and time for a Public Hearing for a Moratorium on major subdivision
applications for a period not to exceed one (1) year.

Commissioner Watts made a motion to approve the addition of Agenda Item #8A, seconded
by Commissioner Coleman.  The motion unanimously passed.

Agenda Item #4: APPROVAL of JUNE 21, 2021 AGENDA -and- CONSENT AGENDA
ITEMS:

Discussion Relative to Consent Agenda Items:

The following discussion was conducted relative to the Consent Agenda Items.

1. Commissioner Byrd: stated there are a lot of items under Consent Agenda Items, and I
believe the people should have more notice so that they have an understanding of what’s
happening.

2. Commissioner McDowell: stated there are over $4 million dollars worth of transactions
under Consent Agenda Items tonight.

3. County Manager Madden: stated anything on the proposed consent agenda, all you have
to do is make a motion to move it to the regular agenda.

4. Commissioner McDowell: stated I understand that.  My concerns are about the Courthouse
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Project and the Helena Chemical Project.

5. County Manager Madden: stated normally it’s just items that have already been approved
once by the Board.

6. Commissioner McDowell: stated there’s just not enough time to read through everything.
7. Commissioner Byrd: stated I don’t think the budget amendments should be there.  Other

things that should be listed on the agenda.  I’m thinking about everything that was added just
tonight.

8. Commissioner McDowell: I think the public notices these things and we need more
openness and discussion.

9.  County Manager Madden: stated any item you think should be moved to a regular agenda
item can be moved there.

10. Commissioner McDowell: the public should know.
11. Commissioner Byrd: stated that is my concern, the public should know.
12. Commissioner McDowell: Asked about the resolution that was to be distributed at the

meeting.
13. County Attorney Prince: stated that was my fault, I forgot to bring it.
14. Commissioner Byrd: Asked is it something we can do at a later date, or is it time sensitive?
15. County Manager Madden: stated it is time sensitive.
16. Commissioner McDowell: Asked can we tentatively approve the resolutions and then the

County Attorney can e-mail the resolutions to the Commissioners and we can call her and
advise “yea” or “nay”.

17. County Manager Madden: stated yes sir, I believe that would be okay.

MOVE AGENDA ITEMS to CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: Agenda Items - #7, #10, #13,
#14, and #18.

Chairman Bullard stated that Agenda Items - #7, #10, #13, #14 and #18 would be placed
under the Consent Agenda Items.

A. Budget Amendments:

TYPE ACCOUNT DETAILS AMOUNT

Expenditures 10-4331-512100 Salaries & Wages Regular 3,166

10-4331-512700 Salaries/Wages - Longevity 22

10-4331-518100 FICA 341

Revenues 10-3434-440099 Fire Inspection Fees 3,529

Expenditures 10-9800-598005 Transfer to Debt Service 100

30-9830-820016 Courthouse Annex Interest Payment 100

Revenues 10-3100-41115 Motor Vehicle Ad Valorem Taxes 100

30-3983-498001 Transfer from General Fund 100

Expenditures 12-5900-549994 CSC Fines and Forefeitures 197,016

10-5900-549994 CSC Fines and Forefeitures (175,000)

Revenues 12-3591-430005 CSC - Fines and Forefeitures 197,016

10-3591-430005 CSC - Fines and Forefeitures (175,000)

Expenditures 71-5300-549900 Client’s Miscellaneous Expenses 510,000

Revenues 71-3529-489042 Client’s Miscellaneous Revenues 510,000

Expenditures 27-5403-569900 Town of Brunswick 99,010

27-5402-569900 Town of Bolton 95,805

27-5400-569900 Rwood Sanitary District 73,807

27-5410-569900 Town of Sandyfield 76,573

27-5401-569900 Drainage Dunn Swamp 10,030

27-5404-569900 Town of Cerro Gordo 17,564
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TYPE ACCOUNT DETAILS AMOUNT

27-5405-569900 Town of Chadbourn 518,386

27-5406-569900 Town of Fair Bluff 264,683

17-5407-569900 Town of Lake Waccamaw 529,040

Revenues 27-3441-411037 Town of Brunswick 99,070

27-3441-416237 Tax Refunds - Town of Brunswick (60.00)

27-3441-411038 Town of Bolton 95,838

27-3441-416238 Tax Refunds - Town of Bolton (33)

27-3441-411040 RWood Sanitary District 76,748

27-3441-416240 Tax Refunds - Rwood Sanitary District (2,941)

27-3441-411041 Town of Sandyfield 76,640

27-3441-416241 Tax Refunds - Town of Sandyfield (67)

27-3441-411042 Drainage / Dunn Swamp 10,030

27-3441-411043 Town of Cerro Gordo 17,569

27-3441-416243 Tax Refunds - Town of Cerro Gordo (5)

27-3441-411044 Town of Chadbourn 519,187

27-3441-416244 Tax Refunds - Town of Chadbourn (801)

27-3441-411045 Town of Fair Bluff 264,749

27-3441-416245 Tax Refunds - Town of Fair Bluff (66)

27-3441-411046 Town of Lake Waccamaw 529,351

27-3441-416246 Tax Refunds - Town of Lake
Waccamaw 

(311)

Expenditures 27-5408-569900 Town of Tabor City 1,088,524 

27-5409-569900 City of Whiteville 2,746,843

27-5411-569900 Town of Boardman 3,173

Revenues 27-3441-411047 Town of Tabor City 1,089,455

27-3441-416247 Tax Refunds - Tabor City (931.00)

2 7-3441-411048 City of Whiteville 2,755,426 

27-3441-416248 Tax Refunds - City of Whiteville (8,583)

27-3441-411049 Town of Boardman 3,173

Expenditures 14-4311-512200 Salaries and Wages - Overtime 26,212

Revenues 14-3431-432002 Controlled Substance Tax 4,630

14-3431-489000 Miscellaneous Revenue - G/F 2,462

14-3431-499101 Fund Balance Appropriated 19,120

Expenditures 26-4370-569900 Remittance to District (Whiteville
Rescue)

42,399

26-4370-566905 Cerro Gordo Rescue 9,376

26-4370-569903 Acme Delco Riegelwood Rescue 9,376

26-4370-569904 Buckhead Rescue 9,376

26-4370-569905 Chadbourn Rescue 9,376

26-4370-569906 Fair Bluff Rescue 9,376
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TYPE ACCOUNT DETAILS AMOUNT

26-4370-569907 Lake Waccamaw Rescue 9,376

26-4370-569908 Nakina Rescue 9,376

26-4370-569909 Tabor City Rescue Tax 9,376

Revenues 26-3434-411104 Special District Tax - Whiteville 42,838

26-3434-416101 Whiteville Tax Refunds (329)

26-3436-416107 Releases - Whiteville (110)

26-3436-432308 County Rescue Tax .02 Cents 75,376

26-3436-416100 Tax Refunds - Columbus County (136)

26-3436-416103 Releases - Columbus County (232)

Expenditures 28-4349-569900 Buckhead Fire District 5,540

28-4348-569900 Bolton Fire District 11,869

28-4340-569900 Yam City Fire District 19,823

28-4341-569900 Acme Delco Fire District 94,340

28-4342-569900 Klondyke Fire district 18,890

28-4333-569900 Evergreen Fire District 19,744

28-4334-569900 St. James Fire District 3,851

Revenues 28-3434-310090 Special Fire Tax - Buckhead 5,574

28-3434-416100 Tax Refunds - Buckhead (58)

28-3434-416103 Tax Releases - Buckhead 24

28-3434-310095 Special Fire Tax - Bolton 11,869

28-3434-416101 Tax refunds - Bolton 48

28-3434-416104 Tax Releases - Bolton (48)

28-3434-411011 Special Fire Tax - Yam City 20,308

28-3434-416118 Tax Refunds - Yam City (356)

28-3434-416119 Tax Releases - Yam City (129)

28-3434-411012 Special Fire Tax - Acme Delco 93,609

28-3434-416120 Tax Refunds - Acme Delco (103)

28-3434-416121 Tax Releases m-m Acme Delco 834

28-3434-411013 Special Fire tax - Klondyke 19,054

28-3434-416122 Tax Refunds - Klondyke (184)

28-3434-416123 Tax Releases - Klondyke 20

28-3434-411014 Special Fire Tax - Evergreen 20,086

28-3434-416124 Tax Refunds - Evergreen (91)

28-3434-416125 Tax Releases - Evergreen (251)

28-3434-411015 Special Fire Taxes - St. James 3,925

28-3434-416126 Tax Refunds - St. James (16)

28-3434-416127 Tax Releases - St. James (58)

Expenditures 28-4335-569900 North Whiteville Fire Dist 19,881

28-4343-569900 Coles Service Fire District      12,060
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TYPE ACCOUNT DETAILS AMOUNT

28-4344-569900 Cerro Gordo Fire District 20,914

28-4343-569900 Williams Township Fire District 15,577

28-4347-569900 Brunswick Fire District 27,816

28-4348-569900 White-Marsh-Welch Creek Fire District 7,197

28-4336-569900 Nakina 12,671

Revenues 28-3434-411016 Special Fire Tax - N Whiteville 20,666

28-3434-416128 Tax Refunds - N Whiteville (219)

28-3434-416129 Tax Releases - N Whiteville (566)

28-3434-411017 Special Fire Tax - Coles 11,906

28-3434-416130 Tax Refunds - Coles 118

28-3434-416131 Tax Releases - Coles 36

28-3434-411018 Special \Fire Tax - Cerro Gordo 21,355

28-3434-416132 Tax Refunds - Cerro Gordo (23)

 28-3434-416133 Tax Releases - Cerro Gordo (418)

28-3434-411019 Special Fire Tax - \Williams 15,406

28-3434-416134 Tax Refunds - Williams (69)

28-3434-416135 Tax Releases  - Williams 240

28-3434-411104 Special Fire Tax - Brunswick 27,589

28-3434-416102 Tax Refunds - Brunswick (185)

28-3434-416105 Tax Releases - Brunswick 412

28-3434-411106 Special Fire Tax - White-March-Welch 7,265

28-3434-416108 Tax Refunds - White-March-Welch (84)

28-3434-416409 Tax Releases - White-March-Welch 16

28-3434-4311107 Special Fire Tax - Nakina 12,962

28-3434-416110 Tax Releases - Nakina (99)

28-3434-416111 Tax Refunds - Nakina (192)

Expenditures 28-4337-569900 Old Dock Fire District 8,240

28-4338-569900 Hallsboro Fire District 8,154

28-4339-569900 Roseland Fire District 10,121

28-4353-569900 Remittance to District (E Columbus
Fire)

2,053

Revenues 28-3434-411108 Special Fire Tax - Old Dock 8,599

28-3434-416112 Tax Refu9nds - Old Dock (105)

28-3434-416113 Tax Releases - Old Dock (254)

28-3434-411109 Special Fire Tax - Hallsboro 8,249

28-3434-416114 Tax Refunds - Hallsboro (95)

28-3434-411110 Special Fire Tax - Roseland 10,366

28-3434-416116 Tax Refunds - Roseland (94)

28-3434-416117 Tax Releases - Roseland (151)

28-3434-411111 Special Fire Tax - E Columbus 2,059
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TYPE ACCOUNT DETAILS AMOUNT

28-3434-416138 Refunds - E Columbus 1

28-3434-416140 Releases - E Columbus (7)

Expenditures 10-5302-519945 LEIAP Expenditures 203,483

10-5301-518100 FICA (15,000)

10-5301-518200 Retirement Contribution (15,000)

10-5301-518300 Insurance Contribution (100,000

10-5301-518910 Christmas Bonus (1,140)

10-5301-512100 Salaries and Wages Regular (162,517)

10-5302-519919 Foster Care - State 30,657

10-5302-519917 Foster Care - I’VE 200,000

Revenues 10-3530-432515 LEIAP Revenues 165,483

Expenditures 10-5301-549100 Dues and Subscriptions 1,300

10-5302-519920 FC Basic Needs 4,000

10-5302-519922 Adult Daycare 7,500

10-5302-519917 Foster Care IV-E 140,000

10-5302-519916 Special Assistance for Adults (100,000)

10-5301-549985 Emergency Services (25,000)

10-5301-531301 Medicaid Transportation (27,800)

Expenditures 10-9800-598024 Article 44 Sales Tax Allocated to EDC 207,185

Revenues 10-3991-499125 Article 44 Sales and Use Tax Fund
Balance Approp

207,185

Expenditures 21-4432-512200 Salaries and Wages 19,000

21-4432-512200 Overtime 500

21-4432-518100 FICA 1,700

21-4432-518200 Retirement 3,000

21-4432-518400 401 K 100

21-4432-525110 M & R Building and Grounds 45,168

21-4432-526001 Department Supplies 218,043

21-4432-531107 Hotel - Personal from out of town 5,869

21-4432-550010 Non Capital Outlay 3,728

Revenues 21-3313-437040 Local Revenues 3,503

21-3313-423035 Federal Shared Revenues 220,204

21-3313-437035 State Shared Revenues 73,401

Expenditures 10-4180-549919 Conveyance Tax - NCDORF Rev 35,000

Revenues 10-3418-441000 Excise Tax  35,000

Expenditures 64-7115-559000 C/O Other Improvements 107,000

Revenues 64-3716-499100 Retained Earnings Approp 107,000

Expenditures 10-9800-598056 Transfer to Water Districts Capital
Projects

1,989,575

Revenues 10-3991-499101 Fund Balance Appropriated 1,989,575



34

TYPE ACCOUNT DETAILS AMOUNT

Expenditures 10-4140-512100 Salaries and Wages Regular 57,213

10-4220-519102 Professional Services - CPA 14,000

Revenues 10-3100-41115 Motor Vehicle Ad Valorem Taxes 71,213

Expenditures 10-4310-535300 M & R Vehicles 3,757

10-4320-526001 Dept Supplies 1,500

Revenue 10-3431-489000 Miscellaneous Revenue 5,257

Expenditures 10-9800-598013 Transfer to Capital Project 1,986,280

Revenues 10-3991-499101 Appropriated fund Balance 1,986,280

B. Tax Refunds and Releases:
Properrty Valu Amount: $0.00
Smith, Janice Y PROPERTY: 4826 Total: $144.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 01-08027 Bill#: 20232
Release City of Whiteville storm water fee.

Property Value Amount: $984.85

Atkinson, John E PROPERTY: 162 Total: $1,011.45
Value: $13,300.00 Year: 11-20 Account: 01-01180 Bill#: 99999
Release value sold at tax sale. Release  Whiteville Rescue(26.60)

Property Value Amount: $162.00

Atkinson, John E PROPERTY: 162 Total: $984.29
Value: $13,300.00 Year: 11-20 Account: 01-01180 Bill#: 99999
Release value sold at tax sale. Release City of Whiteville(822.29)

Property Value Amount: $336.88

Clark, Christopher Dean PROPERTY: 00000 Total: $411.99
Value: $41,848.00 Year: 2020 Account: 01-08581 Bill#: 64367
Release value of boat. Sold in 2017. All other boats listed in SC. Release Brunswick 
Fire(29.29) release Whiteville Rescue(8.37) release late list(37.45)

Property Value Amount: $265.20

Cribb, Terry Lee Jr. PROPERTY: 00000 Total: $324.77
Value: $4,104.00 Year: 11-20 Account: 09-03444 Bill#: 99999
Release sold in 2010. Release Roseland Fire(23.46) release Columbus Rescue(6.58) 
release late list(29.53)

Property Value Amount: $1,236.48

Enzor, Lawrence Bill PROPERTY: 18301 Total: $2,265.60
Value: $64,500.00 Year: 17-19 Account: 10-00358 Bill#: 99999
Release property value. Flooded in 2016. Release Columbus Rescue(30.72) release 
City of Fair Bluff(998.40)

Property Value Amount: $169.77

Jordan, Bob Edward PROPERTY: 00000 Total: $1,435.18
Value: $2,970.00 Year: 15-20 Account: 01-03996 Bill#: 99999
Release value sold Single Wide . Dbiled to Act#1-80400. Release North 
Whiteville(2.14) release Williams Fire(11.06) release Whiteville Rescue(4.21) release 
late list(19.00)

Property Value Amount: $0.00

Memory, Robert Thurston PROPERTY: 3559 Total: $118.72
Value: $23,000.00 Year: 2020 Account: 01-61200 Bill#: 19347
Release portion of value. House transferred with prop#101002in 2019. Release City 
of Whiteville (118.72)
Property Value Amount: $180.32
Memory, Robert Thurston PROPERTY: 3559 Total: $184.80
Value: $23,000.00 Year: 2020 Account: 01-61200 Bill#: 87455
Release portion of value. House transferred with prop#101002in 2019. Release 
Whiteville Rescue(4.48)

Property Value Amount: $635.96

Perry, Geneva M Dew PROPERTY: 00000 Total: $699.16
Value: $39,500.00 Year: 19-20 Account: 11-00426 Bill#: 99999
Release portion of discovery. Owner passed 2020 . Release Hallsboro Fire(47.40) 
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release Columbus Rescue(15.80)

Property Value Amount: $316.09

Summerestt Lucinda (Heirs) PROPERTY: 5255 Total: $547.85
Value: $4,900.00 Year: 11-19 Account: 01-91260 Bill#: 99999
Release all value sold at tax sale. Release Whiteville Rescue(7.84) release city of 
Whiteville (223.92)

Property Value Amount: $952.74

Summerestt Lucinda (Heirs) PROPERTY: 5254 Total: $1,728.48
Value: $13,300.00 Year: 11-19 Account: 01-91260 Bill#: 99999
Release all value sold at tax sale. Release Whiteville Rescue(23.94) release city of 
Whiteville (751.80)

Refunds Amount: $0.00

Memory, Robert Thurston PROPERTY: 3973 Total: $400.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 18-19 Account: 02-60981 Bill#: 99999
Refund 2 years. Vacant land

Refunds Amount: $0.00

Ragan, Phillip Jr. PROPERTY: 81779 Total: $400.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 18-19 Account: 07-05856 Bill#: 99999
Refund user fees. Vacant land.

Refunds Amount: $0.00

Tanya D Tedder Properties, LLC PROPERTY: 5305 Total: $800.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 19-20 Account: 01-02278 Bill#: 99999
Refund user fees. This home unliveable.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Benton, Donna Kay PROPERTY: 6591 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 03-00033 Bill#: 58883
Release user fee. Moved off fo 2020.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Clark, William Dwayne PROPERTY: 13234 Total: $400.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 07-05746 Bill#: 64431
Release user fee. No power.
User Fee Amount: $0.00
Elliott, Craig PROPERTY: 24102 Total: $113.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 13-11905 Bill#: 68921
Release user fees. Unliveable

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Frink Anthony PROPERTY: 76171 Total: $400.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 19-20 Account: 13-00961 Bill#: 99999
Release user fee.  Dblisted with Act#13-05344

User Fee Amount: $0.00

High, Rachel PROPERTY: 00000 Total: $600.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 18-20 Account: 14-04540 Bill#: 99999
Release user fees. No power.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Kelly, Sandra Ann PROPERTY: 24838 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 13-05934 Bill#: 81700
Release user fee. No power

User Fee Amount: $0.00

McKeithan, Gwendolyn C PROPERTY: 24927 Total: $313.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 13-02808 Bill#: 99999
Release user fees.  No homes

User Fee Amount: $0.00

McLamb, Jeremy Bryan & Heather PROPERTY: 8012 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 03-04064 Bill#: 86482
Release user fee. Moved out while home was remodeled.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Memory, Robert Thurston PROPERTY: 3973 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 02-60981 Bill#: 87440
Release user fees. Vacant land

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Memory, Robert Thurston PROPERTY: 444 Total: $400.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 01-60985 Bill#: 87448
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Release user fees. House unliveable.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Moore, John Mark PROPERTY: 63166 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 12-19175 Bill#: 88468
Release user fee. Dbilled.
User Fee Amount: $0.00
Moore, Kenneth & Amber PROPERTY: 75936 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2018 Account: 15-27743 Bill#: 22590
Release user fee.  Dbilled.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Nichols, Ronald Cornelius HEIRS PROPERTY: 19733 Total: $603.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 17-20 Account: 11-02507 Bill#: 99999
Release user fees.  No pwer.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Nunez, Eleazar & Amada PROPERTY: 13176 Total: $400.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 07-05707 Bill#: 90352
Release user fees. Unliveable

User Fee Amount: $0.00

PAO Properties LLC PROPERTY: 25874 Total: $113.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 13-03166 Bill#: 90844
Release user fee. Vacant

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Smith, Janice Y PROPERTY: 4825 Total: $113.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 01-08027 Bill#: 98210
Release user fee.

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Williamson, David Clayton & Priscilla PROPERTY: 29777 Total: $200.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 2020 Account: 15-39640 Bill#: 7229
Release user fee.  Rebill

User Fee Amount: $0.00

Wooten, Alice Kissam PROPERTY: 26044 Total: $452.00
Value: $0.00 Year: 19-20 Account: 13-02714 Bill#: 99999
Release user fee.  No structure since 2018.

C. Resolution extending lease of Cooperative Extension Building to the USDA:

 Resolution Leasing Property

WHEREAS, the County of Columbus owns property located at 45 Government Complex Drive,
Whiteville,  NC,  that is currently leased by USDA and houses the local North Carolina Cooperative
Extension Office; and

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Cooperative Extension is in need of a location to provide assistance to the
citizens of Columbus County; and

WHEREAS, the County and USDA have agreed upon a Lease Amendment, under which USDA will lease
the County’s property for an additional term up and until December 31, 2021, at a rate of $4762.50 per
month; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina General Statute § 160A-274 authorizes the County to enter into leases to
another Government; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is convened in a regular meeting;

THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF COLUMBUS
RESOLVES THAT:

The Board of County Commissioners hereby approves lease of the County property described above to
USDA and directs the County Manager to execute any instruments necessary to the lease.

Adopted this the 21st day of June, 2021.
 
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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/s/ Ricky Bullard, Chairman

Attested By: 
/s/  June B. Hall, Clerk to Board

D. Resolutions concerning financing for BB&T/Truist locations;
(To be distributed at meeting)
These Resolutions were tentatively approved to be handled by e-mails.

E. Finance - Purchase Financing of the Truist/BB&T North Campus and Courthouse Branch
Properties: Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is requesting the Board to approve County
Manager Eddie Madden to sign any additional documents required for these two closings.  (The
required Public Hearing was conducted previous to this meeting.);

F. Capital Project Ordinance Historic Courthouse.

See Exhibit “A”.

G. Airport Capital Project Ordinance;

 COLUMBUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
Ordinance making appropriations to the Airport Development 

Capital Project Fund
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina as follows:

Section 1: The following amounts are hereby made to the Airport Development Capital Project
pursuant to G.S. 159 -13.2 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.

Project Appropriations

51-4531-548002 Airport Development Expense $16,667
Total Appropriations - Airport Development Fund Appropriation $16,667

Source of Revenue
51-3455-498001 Transfer from General Fund $16,667

Total Estimated Revenues - Airport Development Capital Project Fund $16,667

Section 2: The project undertaken pursuant to this ordinance is in accordance with the
Recommended Budget and any changes made during the County Commissioners’ budget work sessions.

Section 3: The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project fund
sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy all applicable regulations.  The terms of any
financing agreement also shall be met.

Section 4: The County desires to expend its own funds for the purpose of paying certain costs of
various projects, for which expenditures the County reasonably expects to reimburse itself from the
proceeds of debt to be incurred by the County.

Section 5: All expenditures relating to obtaining any bond referendum and or installment purchase
will be reimbursed from bond proceeds and installment purchase proceeds in accordance with the
requirements of the United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.

Section 6: This declaration of official intent is made pursuant to Section 1.150-2 of the Treasury
Regulations to expressly declare the official intent of the County to reimburse itself from the proceeds of
debt to be hereinafter incurred by the County for certain expenditures paid by the County on or after the
date which is sixty (60) days prior to the date hereof.

Section 7.  The County intends to seek Federal, State, and/or other grant funding to reduce the
amount of loan proceeds.  The adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County Manager and/or his
representative to apply for and accept such funding if awarded.

Section 8: This project ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Board of Commissioners of
Columbus County.  Within five days hereof, copies of this ordinance shall be filed with the finance office in
Columbus County, and with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County. Copies of the



38
Capital Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget Officer, the Project Manager and the
Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

This Capital Project shall become effective on June 21, 2021.

ADOPTED, this 21st day of June, 2021.

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ JUNE B. HALL, Clerk to the Board

H. 7. BOARD of ELECTIONS - FINAL CONSIDERATION of VOTING EQUIPMENT
PURCHASE: Carla Strickland, Elections Director, is requesting Board approval of the
voting equipment purchase.

I. 10. Aging - Home and Community Care Block Grant Approval and Motions
Recommended by HCCBG Committee: Kristie Massey, Director of Aging, is requesting
Board approval of the Home and Community Care Block Grant for $562,442, with a required
10% match which is budgeted, equating to $625,442, with recommended motions.

J. 13. Finance - Removal of Stated Name on File, Credit Card Adjustments and Addition of
Truist: Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is requesting Board approval to make the
required changes.

K. 14. Finance - D Ameritrade Institutional Secretary’s Certificate Regarding Non-
incorporated Association Resolutions:  Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is
requesting Board approval to make the required changes.

L. 18. Solid Waste - Closeout of Transfer Station Project: Gail Edwards, Assistant to the
Manager, is requesting the closeout of the Transfer Station Project.

M. 11. Economic Development - Update and Approval of Dashboard: Gary Lanier, Economic
Development Director, is requesting Board approval.

ADD: #8A

Commissioner McDowell made a motion to approve the June 21, 2021 Agenda, and the Consent
Agenda Items A - L, with Consent Agenda Item D being tentatively approved, contingent on the resolutions
being approved through e-mails, seconded by Commissioner Coleman.  The motion unanimously approved. 

Agenda Item #5: PUBLIC INPUT:

Chairman Bullard opened the floor for Public Input.  The following spoke.

Doris Strickland, P.O. box 282, Tabor City, NC 28463: stated the following:
-Why do you need 30 pieces of equipment for only 21 precincts?;
-A Princeton Professor Andrew Appel, did a study on the ES&S express voter XL and the results were not
good, would deteriorate the security;
-South Carolina purchased the ES&S equipment and they regret it;
-Hart has been proved to be the better voting equipment; and
-We need a new director at the Columbus County Board of Elections.

Agenda Item #6: CDBG-2019 NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION PROGRAM
AMENDMENT:  Joshua Outlaw, Consultant for The Adams Company, is requesting
Board approval of the Amendment.  (The required Public Hearing was held on this
date before the meeting.)

This project has selected 4 households that need clearance, temporary relocation and reconstruction.
All 4 families are LMI.  See table below for the proposed actions.

NUMBER ADDRESS PROPOSED ACTION

1 345 Quail Drive, Whiteville Clear/Temp Relo/Reconstruction
2 24363 Peacock Road, Tabor City Clear/Temp Relo/Reconstruction
3 253 Wesley Drive, Riegelwood Clear/Temp Relo/Reconstruction
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4 1507 Lennon Street, Whiteville Clear/Temp Relo/Reconstruction

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the CDBG-2019 Neighborhood Revitalization
Program Amendment, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed.

Agenda Item #8: PLANNING - PROPOSED TEXT AMENDMENTS to the COLUMBUS
COUNTY CODE of ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 10, PARTS 1, 2, 3, and 4,
(SECOND READING):

Samantha Alsup, Planning Director, requested Board approval of these text amendments in
accordance with NCGS 160D.

(Insert)
Agenda Item #8A: (Agenda Add-on)  PLANNING - ESTABLISHMENT of DATE and TIME for

MORATORIUM on MAJOR SUBDIVISIONS:

Samantha Alsup, Planning Director, requested the Board to establish July 06, 2021, at 6:30 P.M., as
the date and time for a Public Hearing for a Moratorium on major subdivision applications for a period not
to exceed one (1) year.

Commissioner Watts made a motion to establish July 06, 2021, at 6:30 P.M., as the date and time to
consider a moratorium on major subdivision applications for a period not to exceed one (1) year, seconded
by Commissioner Coleman.  The motion unanimously passed.

Agenda Item #9: SHERIFF - COLUMBUS COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE -
SECOND READING:

Sheriff Greene requested the Board to approve the revised Animal Control Ordinance on the Second
Reading. 

COLUMBUS COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

Be It Ordained by the Board of County Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina:

ARTICLE 1
AUTHORITY, PURPOSE, AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 1
AUTHORITY.  This ordinance is established pursuant to the following grants of statutory authority:

(A) North Carolina General Statute 153A-121, which delegates to counties the power to regulate by
ordinance, acts, omissions, or conditions detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of their citizens
and the peace and dignity of the county.

(B) North Carolina General Statute 153A-123, which authorizes counties to levy fines and penalties for
violation of their ordinances and allows counties to secure injunction and abatement orders to further
ensure compliance with their ordinances.

(C) North Carolina General Statute 153A-127, which authorizes counties to define and prohibit the
abuse of animals.

(D) North Carolina General Statute 153A-131, which authorizes counties to regulate, restrict or prohibit
the possession or harboring of animals which are dangerous to persons or property.

(E) North Carolina General Statute 153A-442, which authorizes counties to establish, equip, operate,
and maintain animal shelters.

(F) North Carolina General Statute 130A-192, which authorizes Animal Control Officers to determine if
there are any dogs and cats not wearing valid rabies vaccination tags.

(G) North Carolina General Statute 67, which authorizes delegation of authority to the Animal Services
Officers to declare a dog potentially dangerous.

(H) North Carolina General Statute 14-4, which makes it a misdemeanor, unless otherwise specified, if
any person shall be found guilty of violating an ordinance of the county.
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SECTION 2

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE.  This ordinance is established for the following purposes and objectives:

(A) ANIMAL CRUELTY: To define and prohibit the abuse of animals.

(B) RABIES: To protect citizens and animals of Columbus County from rabies transmitted by
unconfined, uncontrolled, or unimmunized dogs or cats.

(C) ANIMALS AT LARGE: To regulate, restrict, or prohibit the running at large of any domestic
animals.

(D) STRAY ANIMALS: To regulate, restrict, or prohibit the keeping of stray domestic animals.

(E) ANIMAL NUISANCE: To regulate animals that may be a nuisance.

(F) WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS, POISONOUS REPTILES, AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS: To
regulate, restrict, or prohibit the harboring, or keeping, or ownership of wild or exotic animals,
poisonous reptiles, and dangerous animals.

(G) ANIMAL BITES: To establish rules and procedures for dealing with animal bites.

(H) IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS: To regulate the impoundment and confinement of animals.

(I) REDEMPTION OF IMPOUNDED ANIMALS: To regulate and establish procedures and fees for
redeeming impounded animals in the County's Animal Services; and

(J) DESTRUCTION OF ANIMALS: To regulate and establish procedures for destroying diseased,
strayed, unwanted, or unclaimed animals.

SECTION 3

GENERAL PROVISIONS.  The following general provisions shall apply to this Ordinance:

(A) ANIMAL SERVICES. Authority is hereby granted to Animal Services to enforce this ordinance.
This ordinance shall be enforced by all Animal Services Officers, as defined in Section 3(C), having
all rights, powers, and immunities granted in Section 3(a)(1)-(13).  All employees of Animal
Services are hereby granted the following rights, powers, and immunities and said employees,
through Animal Services shall:

1. Have the responsibility, along with law enforcement agencies, to enforce all laws of North Carolina
and all ordinances of Columbus County pertaining to animals and shall cooperate with all law
enforcement officers within Columbus County in fulfilling this duty.

2. Enforce and carry out all laws of North Carolina and all ordinances of Columbus County pertaining
to rabies control.

3. Be responsible for the investigation of all reported animal bites, for the quarantine of any dog or cat
having, or suspected of having, rabies for a period of not less than ten (l0) days, and for reporting to
the local Health Director as soon as practicable the occurrence of any such animal bite and the
condition of any quarantined animal.

4. Be responsible for the operation of the animal shelter

5. Be responsible for the seizure and impoundment, when necessary, of any animal of Columbus
County involved in a violation of this or any other ordinance or state law.

6. Investigate cruelty or abuse of animals and protect animals from cruelty or abuse.

7. Be empowered to seize animals pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 19A-46, or with the
consent of an owner or occupant of the property, or as evidence if the animals are in "plain view", or
by criminal or administrative search warrant if the animals are being cruelly treated or abused.

8. Make canvasses of homes and businesses in the county as necessary for the purpose of ascertaining
compliance with this ordinance or state statute.
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9. Keep, or cause to be kept, accurate and detailed records of seizures, impoundments, and disposition

of animals coming into the custody of Animal Services, bite cases, violations, complaints,
investigations, and monies collected.

10. Be empowered to issue Notices of Violation and assess civil penalties for violations of this
Ordinance.

11. Be empowered to go in the yard of animal owners to inspect the condition of animals.

12. Be empowered to make inspections of buildings or dwellings with the consent of the owner or
occupant, or by administrative search warrant, or criminal search warrant when there is reasonable
cause to believe that this Ordinance or state law is being violated; and

13. Be empowered to go upon private property to seize animals pursuant to the provisions of this
Ordinance or Court Order.

(B) ANIMAL SERVICES DIRECTOR (SHERIFF).  Animal Services Director shall be the Chief
Animal Services Officer in charge of Animal Services and supervise the Columbus County Animal
Services.  The Animal Services Director shall have the authority to delegate to his Animal Services
Officers or Administrative Staff any of the powers granted him by this Ordinance.  Any act done by
an Animal Services Officer or a member of the Administrative Staff that is in compliance with or
within the scope of this Ordinance, shall be considered the official act of the Animal Services
Director.

(C) ANIMAL SERVICES OFFICER. All persons employed by the Animal Services Department shall
be considered Animal Services Officers and shall have all rights, powers, and immunities granted
under this Ordinance and by the general laws of this state to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance
and the General Statutes of North Carolina as they relate to animal control and animal welfare.  All
Animal Services Officers are hereby appointed Animal Cruelty Investigators.

ARTICLE II
RABIES CONTROL

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS.   As used in this Article the following terms are defined below:

(A) BITE: The act of an animal seizing flesh with its teeth or jaws so as to tear, pierce or injure the flesh.

(B) CATS: Any and all domestic felines.

(C) CONFINEMENT: Impoundment within the county's Animal Shelter or other appropriate facility.

(D) DOGS: Any and all domestic canines.

(E) OWNER: Any person, groups of persons, firm, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping, having
charge of, or taking care of an animal, or allowing an animal to remain on its property for more than
seventy-two (72) hours.

(F) RABIES VACCINATOR: A person appointed and certified to administer rabies vaccines or a
licensed veterinarian.

(G) RABIES VACCINE: An animal rabies vaccine approved by the United States Department of
Agriculture for use in this State.

(H) RESTRAINT: A secure enclosure, chain, leash, or other physical device of sufficient strength which
allows the owner to maintain direct control of an animal.

(I) VACCINATION: The administration of rabies vaccines by a licensed veterinarian or by a certified
rabies vaccinator.

SECTION 2

VACCINATION FOR RABIES. Owners of dogs and cats shall comply with the provisions of this Section.
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(A) VACCINATION: The owner of every dog or cat shall have the animal vaccinated against rabies at

four (4) months of age, again at sixteen (16) months of age, and then every three (3) years by a
licensed veterinarian or by a certified rabies vaccinator with a rabies vaccine approved by the United
States Department of Agriculture and approved by the North Carolina Commission of Health
Services for use in this State.

(B) RABIES TAGS: A licensed veterinarian or a certified rabies vaccinator who administers rabies
vaccines to a dog or cat shall issue a rabies vaccination tag to the owner of the animal.  The rabies
vaccination tag shall show the year issued, a vaccination number, the words North Carolina or the
initials "NC", and the words "rabies vaccine".  The owner shall make sure that the dog or cat wears
the rabies tag at all times.

(C) RABIES VACCINATION CERTIFICATES: The owner of a dog or cat must be able to produce a
current rabies vaccination certificate.  This certificate shall be issued by a licensed veterinarian or a
certified vaccinator at the time the dog or cat is vaccinated.  A copy of the certificate shall also be
mailed or delivered to the Animal Services Director by the licensed veterinarian or certified rabies
vaccinator within forty-five (45) days of the animal being vaccinated.  The Animal Services Director
may implement another method for collecting vaccination certificates. Columbus County residents
who have their animals vaccinated outside of Columbus County are responsible for filing the rabies
vaccination certificate within Animal Services within five (5) days of the inoculation or within five
(5) days of their return to the local area.

(D) NON-TRANSFERABLE: Rabies tags cannot be transferred from animal to animal.

(E) LOST, DESTROYED, OR STOLEN RABIES TAGS: If a rabies tag is lost, destroyed, or stolen, a
duplicate tag must be obtained from the veterinarian at a fee not to exceed the actual cost of the tag,
link, and rivets, plus transportation cost.

SECTION 3

BITES. In order that rabies may be controlled and treated, all persons shall comply with the provisions of
this Section.

(A) PERSONS BITTEN: Wounds inflicted by any animal known to be a potential carrier of rabies shall
be reported immediately to the County Health Director and the Animal Services Director by the
person who has been bitten, or in case of a child, his or her parents or guardian or other responsible
party.  Any person who has knowledge of a dog or cat inflicting a wound shall immediately report
the same to the County Health Director and/or the Animal Services Director and provide the names
and addresses of the person(s) bitten and the names and addresses of the owner(s) of any animals
involved, if known.  Every physician who treats a wound inflicted by any animal known to be a
potential carrier of rabies shall report the incident to the County Health Director and/or the Animal
Services Director and provide the names and addresses of the person(s) bitten and the names and
addresses of the owner(s) of any animals involved, if known, within twenty-four (24) hours of
rendering treatment.

(B) CONFINEMENT OF BITING DOGS AND CATS AND CONFINEMENT OF ANIMALS
SUSPECTED OF HAVING RABIES: Every dog or cat that bites a human being shall be confined
immediately.  The animal shall be delivered within eight (8) hours of the incident, by the owner, to
the County Animal Services or to a licensed veterinary hospital.  The animal shall be confined for
observation for not less than ten (10) days.  The owner shall be responsible for the cost of
confinement at either place.  The Animal Services Director shall have authority to order confinement
of a dog or cat to the County's Animal Services or any other appropriate facility.  Columbus County
Animal Services may waive the cost of confining the animal at the Services if the bite occurred on
the owner's premises and the animal was provoked.  Final authority as to place of confinement rests
with the County Health Director.  After reviewing the circumstances of a particular case, the County
Health Director may permit the animal to be confined on the premises of the owner, but only after an
inspection and recommendation from the Animal Services Director.  The Animal Services Director's
recommendation shall be based on whether or not there is a suitable, secure enclosure on the
premises and other circumstances that warrant confinement on the owner's premises.

An owner or possessor of an animal which is suspected of having rabies shall immediately notify the
County Health Director or Animal Services Director and shall securely confine the animal until
further instructed by the County Health Director or Animal Services Director.

(C) DESTRUCTION OF INFECTED DOGS AND CATS: If a dog or cat, in or out of confinement,
develops rabies, as determined by a licensed veterinarian, it shall be the duty of the owner to have
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such animal euthanized under the supervision of the Animal Services Director.  Any dog or cat
known to have been bitten by another animal which is known or proved to be rabid shall be
euthanized immediately by the owner or by the Animal Services Director, unless the dog or cat has
been vaccinated against rabies more than three (3) weeks prior to being bitten and is given a booster
dose of rabies vaccine within three (3) days of the bite.

SECTION 4

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the
Columbus County Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided
by G.S. 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition of civil penalties, as
prescribed in Article XIII, herein, or both. Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the use
of a collection agency.

(A) FAILURE TO KEEP RABIES TAGS ON DOGS AND CATS AT ALL TIMES: It shall be a
violation if a dog or cat is observed by an Animal Services Officer not wearing a valid rabies tag,
regardless of whether or not the animal is on or off the owner's property and regardless of whether or
not the animal has been vaccinated.

(B) FAILURE TO PRODUCE PROOF OF VACCINATION AND/OR FAILURE TO HAVE ANIMAL
VACCINATED WHEN THE OWNER IS KNOWN: In addition to any civil penalties imposed for
violation of subsection (A) above, the owner of a dog or cat may be assessed another civil penalty, if
he or she fails to produce proof of vaccination and/or fails to have the animal vaccinated within
seventy-two (72) hours of the issuance of a written Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty.  The
Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty shall specify that the owner has seventy-two (72) hours to
produce proof of vaccination and/or to have the animal vaccinated and failure to do so shall result in
the assessment of a civil penalty.  If the owner presents proof of vaccination within seventy-two (72)
hours of the Issuance of the Notice of Violation, the civil penalty shall not be assessed.  Having the
animal vaccinated or showing proof of vaccination, shall not discharge the civil penalties assessed
for violation of subsection (A) above.

If the animal is not vaccinated and/or the civil penalty is not paid within seventy-two (72) hours,
Animal Services shall have the authority to summarily seize the animal. The owner shall have five
(5) days from the date of seizure to redeem the animal.  The owner may redeem the animal by
paying the civil penalty, the redemption fee, and all boarding fees.  If the owner wishes to request a
review of the seizure of the animal the owner must file a written request with the Animal Control
Advisory Council within five (5) days of the seizure.  If a timely request is filed, the Animal Control
Advisory Council shall convene within ten (10) days of the receipt of said request.  If the owner
disagrees with the Animal Control Advisory Council decision, the owner must seek a review by the
Columbus County Superior Court within ten (10) days of the issuance of the Advisory Council’s
written decision.  If the owner fails to redeem the animal, or fails to timely request a review of the
seizure, or fails to timely appeal the Advisory Council’s written decision, the animal shall become
the property of Columbus County and shall be disposed of according to this Ordinance.

The Animal Services Officer may, in addition, issue a criminal summons or warrant, pursuant to the
North Carolina General Statute, 130A-25, for the owner's violation of the North Carolina General
Statute l30A-185 or 130A-192.  Any owner, if convicted, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall
be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not more than six (6)
months.

(C) DOGS OR CATS WITHOUT VALID RABIES TAGS AND THE OWNER IS UNKNOWN: If a
dog or cat is observed not wearing a valid rabies vaccination tag and the owner is unknown and
cannot be found, the Animal Services Director or his designee may impound the animal.  Written
notice of impoundment shall be posted at the Animal Services for a minimum of five (5) days.  If the
animal has not been redeemed by the owner after five (5) days, the animal shall become the property
of Columbus County to be of according to this Ordinance.  If the owner is found, the animal shall be
released upon payment of all redemption fees and a civil penalty for failure to wear a valid rabies
vaccination tag.  The owner may also be subject to other appropriate penalties described in Article
IV, plus a civil penalty for the animal being at large.

(D) FAILURE TO PROVIDE ANIMAL SERVICES WITH RABIES VACCINATION
CERTIFICATES: Any veterinarian or certified rabies vaccinator who willfully refuses to turn over
rabies vaccination certificates to Animal Services, pursuant to N.C. General Statute 130A- 189, shall
be subject to the issuance of a criminal summons, or warrants, or the filing of a civil action to obtain
the certificates.
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(E) FAILURE TO NOTIFY THE COUNTY HEALTH DIRECTOR AND/OR THE ANIMAL

SERVICES DIRECTOR OF A BITING INCIDENT AND FAILURE TO CONFINE BITING
DOGS AND CATS: If the owner of a dog or cat, or the person being bitten, or the parent of a child
or other legal guardian, or person standing in loco parentis of the person, fails to notify the Health
Director and/or the Animal Services Director and provide the names and addresses of the person(s)
bitten and the names and addresses of the owner(s) of any animals involved in a biting incident, or
the owner, who has knowledge of a dog or cat biting incident, fails to confine the animal pursuant to
Article Section 3, the Animal Services Director or the County Health Director may seek the issuance
of a criminal summons or warrant charging the person with a violation of North Carolina General
Statute 130A-196.

ARTICLE III
ANIMAL CRUELTY

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article the following terms are defined below:

(A) ANIMAL: Every non-human species, both domestic and wild.

(B) CRUELTY AND CRUEL TREATMENT: Every act, omission, or act of neglect whereby
unjustifiable, pain, suffering or death is caused or permitted, or attempted to be caused or permitted,
against animals, as well as acts or attempted acts of teasing, molesting, baiting, or trapping animals
unlawfully.  By way of example and not limitation, the following acts or conditions shall constitute
prima facie evidence of animal cruelty:

1. a collar, rope, or chain embedded in or causing injury to an animal's neck.

2. dogs or cats left out in the rain, snow, extreme heat, or cold without shelter.

3. animals that have not been fed or watered adequately.

4. intentionally allowing animals to engage in a fight.

5. allowing animals to live in unsanitary conditions, and

6. allowing animals to live under crowded conditions, and

7. failure or refusal of an owner to obtain medical treatment for an animal when, in an Animal Services
Officer's opinion, such treatment is needed.

(C) OWNER: Any person or group of persons owning, keeping, having charge of, or taking care of an
animal.

(D) PERSON: Any human being, firm, partnership, or corporation including any nonprofit corporation.

(E) ADEQUATE SERVICES: An enclosure of at least three (3) sides, a roof, and a floor.  The enclosure
shall be ventilated and must have sufficient room for the animal(s) to move around freely and to lie
down comfortably.  Animals housed under the following conditions shall not constitute adequate
Services:

1. underneath outside steps, decks, and stoops; or

2. inside of vehicles; or

3. underneath vehicles; or

4. inside metal barrels placed in direct sunlight during the summer; or

5. inside cardboard boxes.

SECTION 2

EXEMPTIONS. Article shall not apply to agencies conducting biomedical research and training, lawful
activities for sport, the production of livestock or poultry for sale as a consumer product, and the lawful
destruction of any animal for the purpose of protecting livestock, poultry, or humans.
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SECTION 3

GENERAL CARE AND PROHIBITED ACTS. All animals shall be kept and treated under sanitary and
humane conditions.  Failure of the owner or possessor of the animal to abide by the provisions listed below
shall subject the owner or possessor to the sanctions described in Section 5.

(A) FOOD, WATER AND SERVICES: All animals in the possession of any persons shall be provided
proper and adequate food and water.  All animals, unless otherwise indicated in this Ordinance, shall
be given at suitable intervals not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours, a quantity of wholesome
foodstuff suitable for the species and age, sufficient to maintain a healthful level of nutrition.  All
animals shall have access to a constant supply of clean, fresh water.  All animals shall be provided
proper and adequate services from the weather at all times.

(B) CLEAN SHELTERS:  All shelters for animals and the area surrounding said shelters shall be kept
clean at all times.

(C) MEDICAL TREATMENT:  Owners or possessors of animals shall provide proper medical attention
for sick, diseased, or injured animals. A sick animal shall go no longer than twenty-four (24) hours
without veterinary care.

(D) CRUELTY AND CRUEL TREATMENT: No person shall beat, torment, overload, overwork, tease,
molest, or bait an animal or otherwise cruelly treat an animal as defined in Section 1(B) above.  No
person shall shoot a dog or any other animal, either on or off the owner's property, unless the animal
is in the act of attacking a human being, sheep, cattle, hog, goat, or poultry or any domestic animal
or as otherwise allowed by the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission.  This shall not apply to
Animal Services Officers when in the performance of their duties.  No person shall trap a dog or cat
without the permission of Animal Services.

(E) ILLEGAL CONTEST OR COMBAT: No person shall permit or instigate any dogfight, cockfight,
bullfight, or other illegal contest or combat between animals or animals and humans.

(F) POISONING OF ANIMIALS: No person shall expose any known poisonous substance or mix a
poisonous substance with food, so that it will likely be eaten by any animals.  This does not include
acts or attempts of persons to rid their own property of rats or any other acts permitted by the N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commission.

(G) CONFINING ANIMALS TO MOTOR VEHICLES OR TRANSPORTING ANIMALS: No person
shall leave an animal in a closed car, truck, or other vehicle for such duration or at temperatures as
an Animals Services Officer, in his sole discretion, deems harmful or potentially harmful to the
animal. No person shall carry or cause to be carried in or upon any vehicle or other conveyance, any
animal in a cruel or inhumane manner.

(H) ABANDONMENT: No person shall turn loose or discard any domesticated animal or pet with the
intent of abandoning such animal or pet.

(I) DISPOSING OF DEAD ANIMALS: All possessors or owners of animals that die, from any cause,
shall bury the dead animal to a depth of at least three (3) feet beneath the surface of the ground on
his or her leased or owned property.  No animal shall be buried within three hundred (300) feet of
any flowing stream or public body of water.  In the alternative, said animal shall be completely
burned or otherwise disposed of in a manner approved by the State Veterinarian.  In any event, all
dead animals shall be disposed of within twenty-four (24) hours after knowledge of the death.  No
possessor or owner of a dead animal shall remove the carcass of a dead animal from his premises to
the premises of another person without written permission of the person having charge of such
premises and without burying said carcass as provided above.

(J) REPORTING INJURED OR KILLED DOMESTIC ANIMALS: All persons who injure or kill a
domesticated animal by running over, into, or otherwise coming in contact with such an animal with
an automobile, motorcycle, bicycle, or other vehicle shall notify the owner of the animal
immediately.  If the owner is not known, the person who injured or killed the animal shall
immediately notify the Animal Services Director, or the Police Department if the injury or death
occurred in the city, or the Sheriff’s Office if the injury or death occurred in the county. The person
who injured or killed the animal shall give his or her name and address to the appropriate authority.
An owner or lessee of real property who finds an injured or suffering domesticated animal on his
property shall report the same to Animal Services as soon as the animal is discovered on the real
property.
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(K) ANIMALS GIVEN AWAY AS PRIZES: No live animal shall be given away, raffled  offered as a

prize, premium of advertising device for, or as an inducement to enter, any contest, game or other
competition involving skill or chance.

(L) PUBLIC EXHIBITS OF ANIMALS: Animal Services shall have the authority to inspect public
exhibits of animals which are a part of fairs, carnivals, festivals, fund raising events, petting zoos,
and any other activity or function carried on in Columbus County.  Columbus County Animal
Services shall have the authority to close down any exhibit, function, or activity if it is determined
that animals are being cruelly treated, or animals run the risk of causing injury, or harm to the
public, or run the risk of being injured or harmed themselves. Animal Services, the Health
Department nor Columbus County accept any liability for any injury, damage of property, or loss
visiting or monitoring public exhibits of animals.

SECTION 4

FAILURE TO REPORT ANIMAL CRUELTY. An owner or lessee of property who knows, or based on
facts and circumstances should know, that animals are being or have been cruelly treated on the owner's or
lessee's real property, shall report said act or acts of cruelty to the Animal Services Department.  The owner
or lessee of real property who fails to report acts of animal cruelty shall be subject to the appropriate
sanctions described in Section 5 below.

SECTION 5

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the Columbus County
Animal Control Ordinance, are punishable by prosecution in criminal court, as provided by North Carolina
General Statute 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition of civil penalties,
as prescribed in Article XIII, herein, or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the
use of a collection agency.

(A) FAILURE TO ADEQUATELY PROVIDE FOR ANIMALS AND CRUEL TREATMENT OF
ANIMALS: Whenever it has been determined by an Animal Services Officer that an animal is not
being adequately provided for or is being cruelly treated, as defined in Section 1 subsection B above,
he may file with the magistrate a sworn complaint requesting an order allowing him to take
immediate custody of, and provide suitable care for, the animal.  The magistrate, pursuant to North
Carolina General Statute 19A-46 and this Ordinance, shall issue the order only when he finds
probable cause to believe that the animal is being cruelly treated and that it is necessary for the
Animal Services Officer to take immediate custody. Any magistrate's order issued under this section
shall be valid for only twenty-four (24) hours after its issuance.  After the Animal Services Officer
executes the order, he shall return it with a written inventory of the animal(s) seized to the Clerk of
Court.

The Animal Services Officer may request that a law enforcement officer accompany him to help
seize the animal.  He may forcibly enter any premises or vehicle when necessary, to execute the
order only if he reasonably believes that the premises or vehicle is unoccupied by any person, and
that the animal is on the premises or in the vehicle, and only if the Animal Services Officer is
accompanied by a law enforcement officer.  In any case, he must give notice of his identity and
purpose to anyone who may be present before entering the premises.  If the premises is occupied and
access to the premises and the animal is denied by the occupant, the Animal Services Officer shall
obtain a judicial order from a District Court Judge authorizing forcible entry. Forcible entry shall
only be used during the daylight hours.

When the Animal Services Officer seizes an animal, he must leave with the owner, if known, or
affix to the premises or vehicle, a copy of the magistrate's order and a written notice of the
description of the animal, the place where the animal will be taken, the reason for taking the animal,
a list of conditions, if any, which must be met before the owner can redeem the animal, and the
Animal Services Officer's intent to file a complaint in District Court requesting custody of the
animal if the conditions are not met.

When the Animal Services Officer takes custody of such an animal, he shall file a verified complaint
asking the District Court to determine custody of the animal.  The Animal Services Officer may also
seek injunctive relief and any other relief he deems appropriate. This complaint shall be filed as soon
as possible, but in no event, longer than thirty (30) days after the taking of the animal.  If the owner
surrenders the animal, the Animal Services Officer does not have to file a complaint seeking custody
of the animal.
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The Animal Services Officer must take any animal seized directly to a safe and secure place and
provide suitable care for it.  The necessary expenses of caring for a seized animal, including
necessary veterinary care, shall be a charge against the animal's owner and a lien on the animal to be
enforced as provided by North Carolina General Statute 44A-4.

(B) ALTERNATIVE REMEDY AND SANCTION: If it is determined by an Animal Services Officer
that an animal is not in immediate danger, or the condition or problem which gives rise to
inadequate care or cruel treatment can be corrected immediately or within a short period of time, not
to exceed seventy-two (72) hours, he may, in lieu of Section 5, Subsection (A), issue a written
Notice of Violation requesting the owner or possessor of the animal to cease and desist or to correct
the problem within seventy-two (72) hours.  If the condition or problem is not corrected within
seventy-two (72) hours, or the owner or possessor of the animal fails to cease or desist from the
cruel treatment, or fails to adequately provide the animal, the Animal Services Officer may take
action as outlined in Section 5, Subsection (A) above.

(C) VIOLATION OF SECTION 3, SUBSECTION B (CLEAN SERVICES): Notwithstanding the other
provisions and sanctions of this Article, when it has been determined by an Animal Services Officer
that animals have been allowed to live in unsanitary conditions, and that said conditions resulted
from the owner's unwillingness or inability to clean the area where animals are housed or that the
conditions resulted from the number of animals involved, Animal Services may summarily seize the
animals.  Before the animals are seized, the Animal Services Director or Health Director shall issue
a Declaration of Unsanitary Conditions and Notice of Seizure to the owner.  If the owner wishes to
request a review of the seizure of the animals, the owner must file a request with the Animal Control
Advisory Council within five (5) days of the seizure.  If a timely request is filed, the Animal Control
Advisory Council shall convene within ten (10) days of the filing of said request.  If within ten (10)
days of the filing of said request, the owner disagrees with the Animal Control Advisory Council’s
decision, the owner must seek review by the Columbus County Superior Court within ten (10) days
of the issuance of the Advisory Council's written decision.  If the owner fails to timely request a
review of the seizure or fails to timely appeal the Council’s written decision, the animal shall
become the property of Columbus County and shall be disposed of according to this Ordinance.

(D) VIOLATION OF SECTION 3, SUBSECTIONS (D), (E), (F), (G), (H), or (I): When it has been
determined by an Animal Services Officer that there has been a violation of one or more of the
following Subsections (D), (E), (F), (G), (H), or (I), he may initiate the issuance of a criminal
summons or warrant for violating the following criminal statutes:

1. N.C. General Statute 14-360, Cruelty to Animals
2. N.C. General Statute 14-361.1, Abandonment of Animals
3. N.C. General Statute 14-362 and 14-362.l, Cockfighting, and other Animal fights
4. N.C. General Statute 14-363, Transporting Animals Cruelly
5. N.C. General Statute 14-401, Animal Poisoning
6. N.C. General Statute 106-403 and 106-405, Disposing of Dead Animals

Any person found guilty under any of the above criminal statutes shall be subject to the penalty
therein prescribed, or if no penalty therein prescribed, or if no penalty is prescribed, then according
to N.C. General Statute 14-4.

(E) VIOLATION OF SECTION 3, SUBSECTION J (REPORTING INJURED OR KILLED
DOMESTIC ANIMALS): When it has been determined by an Animal Services Officer that a
domesticated animal has been injured or killed, as a result of coming into contact with an
automobile, motorcycle, bicycle, or other vehicle, and the person operating said conveyance
fails to report the same, and the operator can be identified by an eyewitness or physical
evidence, the Animal Services Officer may issue a written Notice of Violation and Civil
Penalty to the operator.

Any owner or lessee of real property who fails to report the existence of an injured or
suffering domesticated animal on his property as required by Section 3, Subsection J above,
may be issued a written Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty.

(F) VIOLATION OF SECTION 3, SUBSECTIONS (K) OR (L) (ANIMALS AS PRIZES AND
PUBLIC EXHIBITS OF ANIMALS): Any person who violates Section 3, Subsection K
shall be subject to the issuance of a criminal warrant or summons and, if convicted, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) or
imprisoned for not more than six (6) months.  Any person who fails or refuses to close down
an exhibit, function, or activity after being instructed to do so by Animal Services shall be
subject to the issuance of a criminal warrant or summons and, if convicted, shall be guilty of
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a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) or
imprisoned for not more than six (6) months.

ARTICLE IV
ANIMALS AT LARGE AND CONFINEMENT OF DOGS IN ESTRUS

SECTION I

EXEMPTION. This Article shall not apply to cats. Cats are covered under Article V.

SECTION 2

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) ANIMAL:  Every non-human species, both domestic and wild.

(B) AT LARGE:  Any animal found off of the property of its owner and not under physical restraint of a
competent person shall be deemed at large.  Any animal, which has been the subject of a previous at
large complaint, shall be deemed at large when found unrestrained on the owner's property.

(C) IN ESTRUS:  A female dog in what is commonly called "heat".

(D) NIGHTTIME:  The time one hour after sunset and one hour before sunrise.

(E) OWNER:  Any person, group of persons, firm, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping, having
charge, or taking care of any animal or allowing any animal to remain on its property for
seventy-two (72) hours.

(F) OWNER'S PROPERTY:  The owner's property is that area described in a deed of conveyance or the
area described in a lease.  In a situation involving townhouses or condominiums, Animal Services
will treat the "Common Areas" as being owned by the Homeowner's Association.  In a situation
involving leased apartments, Animal Services will treat the "Common Areas", as being owned by
the Lessor/Property Owner.

(G) PRIOR COMPLAINTS:  For purposes of this Ordinance, any prior verbal or written complaint to
Animal Services about a specific animal being at large, or any verbal or written complaint about any
animals of an owner being at large, shall constitute a prior complaint.

(H) RESTRAINT:  An animal is under restraint if it is

1. controlled by means of a chain, leash, or other like device; or

2. within a vehicle or a secure enclosure; or

3. under the control of a licensed hunter while said animal is in the act of hunting or training to
hunt.  A dog which is hunting for game for which its Owner must hold a hunting license as
required by the State of North Carolina; or

4. participating in a dog show or field trial.

Voice command is not recognized as adequate restraint.

SECTION 3

ANIMALS AT LARGE. The owner of an animal shall keep the animal on his property, or under restraint at
all times.  Any animal that has been reported as being off of the owner's property, or has previously caused
injury to a person or animal, or has displayed vicious tendency, or has been a public nuisance, must be
restrained by leash, chain, fence, or enclosure by the owner even when on the owner’s property.

SECTION 4

FEMALE DOG IN ESTRUS. An owner shall secure a female dog in estrus within a building or secure
enclosure.

SECTION 5
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SANCTION, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the Columbus County
Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided by North Carolina
General Statue 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition of civil penalties
as prescribed in Article XIII, herein, or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the
use of a collection agency.

(A) ANIMAL AT LARGE: If Animal Services received a "first time" at large complaint and an Animal
Services Officer does not personally observe the animal at large, the officer shall investigate said
complaint.  The Animal Services Officer shall have authority to go on and about private property to
investigate said complaint.  Upon a finding of probable cause to believe the animal was at large, he
may issue a written Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty.  If an Animal Services Officer observes
an animal off of the owner's property and not under restraint, he may impound the animal.

The owner of an animal deemed at large may be issued a written notice of violation and assessed a
civil penalty for the first violation and additional civil penalties for each subsequent violation. If the
animal is impounded, the owner must redeem the animal within five (5) days. If the owner fails to
redeem the animal within five (5) days, the animal shall become the property of Columbus County
and may be disposed of according to this Ordinance.  To redeem the animal, the owner must pay the
civil penalty, all boarding fees, and the redemption fee.  The owner of a dog, which is involved in
the unprovoked bite of another person, while the dog is running at large, shall be assessed a civil
penalty.

When the same animal has been impounded three (3) times or the owner has been cited three (3)
times for his animal(s) being at large, the Animal Services Director shall declare the animal(s) a
public nuisance and/or cite the owner for maintaining a public nuisance.  The animal(s) shall then be
housed or confined according to the instructions of the Animal Services Director. If the animal(s)
is/are subsequently found at large or the owner is subsequently cited for his animal(s) being at large,
the Animal Services Director or Health Director may impound the animal(s) and initiate an action in
District Court for custody of the animal or animals based on the owner's failure to abate the
nuisance.

(B) DOG AT LARGE AT NIGHT: When the Animal Services Director has probable cause to believe
that a dog was or is at large at night, he may initiate the issuance of a criminal summons or warrant
charging the owner with a violation of North Carolina General Statute 67-12.  Any person convicted
under North Carolina General Statute 67-12 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not more than six (6) months.  The
owner of a dog that allows same to run at large at night shall also be liable in damages to any person
injured or suffering lost to his property or chattels.

(C) FAILURE TO CONFINE FEMALE DOG IN ESTRUS: When the Animal Services Director has
probable cause to believe that an owner has failed or refused to confine a female dog in estrus (heat)
in a building or secure enclosure, he shall initiate the issuance of a criminal summons or warrant
charging the owner with a violation of North Carolina General Statute 67-2.  Any person convicted
under G.S. 67-2 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than five hundred
dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned not more than six (6) months.

(D) PRIVATE REMEDIES: Nothing in this Article shall prevent a private citizen from suing the owner
of an animal, which has caused injury to said private citizen or his property for damages or any other
loss resulting from an animal being at large.

ARTICLE V
CATS AS PUBLIC NUISANCE AND CONFINEMENT OF CATS IN ESTRUS

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) CATS:  Any and all domestic Felines.

(B) IN ESTRUS:  A female cat in what is commonly called "heat".

(C) NUISANCE:  Any act or acts of a cat or its owners which annoys and disturbs rights and privileges
common to the public or the enjoyment of private property.  The commission on more than one
occasion of any of the following acts or conditions shall be deemed prima facie evidence of a
nuisance when a cat:
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1. gets into or turns over garbage pails; or

2. walks on and sleeps on automobiles of another; or

3. damages gardens or other foliage or other real or personal property; or

4. is found on the property of another; or

5. roams; or

6. is maintained in an unsanitary condition so as to be offensive to sight or smell; or

7. in estrus is not confined to a building or secure enclosure.

(D) OWNER:  Any person, group of persons, firm, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping, having
charge, or taking care of any cat or allowing any cat to remain on its property for more than
seventy-two (72) hours.

(E) OWNER'S PROPERTY:  The owner's property is that area described in a deed of conveyance or the
area described in a lease in a situation involving townhouses or condominiums, Animal Services will
treat the "Common Areas" as being owned by the Homeowner's Association.  In a situation
involving leased apartments, Animal Services will treat the “Common Areas" as being owned by the
Lessor/Property Owner.

(F) PRIOR COMPLAINTS:  Any verified verbal or written complaint to Animal Services about a
specific cat being a nuisance or any verified verbal or written complaint about an owner allowing his
cat or cats to be a nuisance shall constitute a prior complaint.

SECTION 2

CAT NUISANCE. It shall be a violation of this Ordinance for an owner to allow his cat(s) to engage in any
of the acts listed in Section 1, Subsection C above, on more than one occasion.  The owner and the cat shall
be subject to the sanctions, penalties, fines, and remedies stated in Section 4.

SECTION 3

FEMALE CATS IN ESTRUS. Any owner who fails to secure a female cat in estrus (heat) within a building
or secure enclosure shall be in violation of this Article and North Carolina General
Statute 67-2.

SECTION 4

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the
Columbus County Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided
by North Carolina General Statute 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition
of civil penalties as prescribed in Article XIII, herein, or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil
action or by the use of a collection agency.

(A) CAT NUISANCE:  Upon receiving a first complaint about a cat or cat owner and after finding
probable cause to believe that the cat or cat owner has committed one or more acts listed in Section
l, Subsection C above, Animal Services may issue a written or verbal warning to the owner.  If
Animal Services received a second complaint about a cat, and after investigating said complaint
there is probable cause to believe that a cat or the owner has again engaged in one or more acts
described in Section 1 Subsection C above, the Animal Services Director may issue a written
Declaration of Nuisance to the owner.  If, while Animal Services is investigating the second
complaint, the cat is physically caught on the property of another, it may be returned to its owner, if
known, if the owner is at home.  If the owner is known but not at home or if the owner is unknown,
the cat may be impounded. The owner shall have five (5) days to redeem the cat.  The owner, paying
all boarding, may redeem the cat.  If the owner fails to redeem the cat within five (5) days, the cat
shall become the property of Columbus County and may be disposed of according to this Ordinance.
No civil penalty shall be issued for the cat or the owner allowing the cat to be a nuisance at this time.

When the same cat has been impounded three times or the owner has been cited three (3) times for his cat(s)
being a nuisance, the Animal Services Director may issue a Notice of Abatement which contains specific
written instructions as to how the cat(s) must be confined to the owner's property.  If the cat(s) is/are
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subsequently found to be a nuisance or the owner is subsequently cited for allowing his cat(s) to be a
nuisance, Animal Services may impound the cat(s) and the Animal Services Director shall initiate an action
in District Court for the custody of the cat(s) based on the owner's failure to abate the nuisance.

(B) FAILURE TO CONFINE A FEMALE CAT IN ESTRUS:  When the Animal Services Director has
probable cause to believe that an owner has failed or refused to confine a female cat in heat in a
building or secure enclosure, he may initiate the issuance of a criminal summons or warrant
charging the owner with a violation of North Carolina General Statute 67-2.  Any person convicted
under North Carolina General Statute 67-2 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned not more than six (6) months.

(C) PRIVATE REMEDIES:  Nothing in this Article shall prevent a private citizen from suing the owner
of a cat, which has caused injury to said private citizen or his property for damages or any other loss
resulting from a cat being a public nuisance.

ARTICLE VI
ANIMAL NUISANCE

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) ANIMAL:  Every non-human species, both domestic and wild.

(B) ANIMAL NUISANCE:  Any act or acts of an animal or its owner, which annoys and disturbs rights
and privileges common to the public or the enjoyment of private property. The following acts shall
be deemed pima facie evidence of an animal nuisance when the animal:

1. is at large off of the premises of its owner and not under restraint of a person; or

2. chases, snaps at, attacks, or otherwise molests pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicle passengers, or
farm stock, or domestic animals; or

3. gets into or turns over garbage pails; or

4. damages gardens or other foliage or other real or personal property; or

5. habitually or continuously loiters on school grounds or official County parks or recreation areas or
City parks or recreation areas (applicable in the City only if the enforcement of this Ordinance is
adopted by a city in Columbus County by resolution); or

6. is a dangerous animal as defined in Article VIII, herein; or

7. is maintained in an unsanitary condition as to be offensive to sight or smell; or

8. is diseased and dangerous to the health of the public.

(C) OWNER:  Any person, group of persons, firm, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping,
harboring, having charge of, or taking care of any animal or allowing any animal to remain on its
property seventy-two (72) hours.

SECTION 2

EXEMPTION. This Article shall not apply to cats. Cats are covered under Article V, herein.

SECTION 3

ANIMAL CREATING A NUISANCE. The owner shall be responsible for any animal creating a nuisance,
and it shall be a violation of this Article if an animal engages in any of the acts
mentioned in Section I, Subsection B above, or Section 4 below, or any other acts which annoy and disturb
rights and privileges common to the public or the enjoyment of private property.

SECTION 4

ANIMAL HOUSED OR RESTRAINED LESS THAN 15 FEET FROM PUBLIC WAY. Any animal
housed or restrained less than fifteen (15) feet from public street, road, or sidewalk may be deemed a public
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nuisance if, in the discretion of Animal Services, the animal poses a threat to the general safety, health, and
welfare of the general public.

SECTION 5

INTENTIONALLY OR WILLFULLY CAUSING AN ANIMAL TO VIOLATE THIS
ARTICLE. It shall be a violation of this ordinance for a person to intentionally or willfully cause an animal
to be a public nuisance.

SECTION 6

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the Columbus County
Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided by North Carolina
General Statue 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition of civil penalties
as prescribed in Article XIII, or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the use of a
collection agency.

(A) WARNINGS:  When an Animal Services Officer determines that a violation of Section 3 of this
Article has occurred, he may issue a written Warning of Violation and Notice of Public Nuisance,
which shall be served on the owner. The owner shall be responsible for abating the nuisance within
seventy-two (72) hours by making sure his animal does not engage in any further act or acts which
may constitute a nuisance.

(B) FAILURE TO ABATE THE NUISANCE:  If the animal engages in any further act(s) or if the
owner of the animal fails to abate the condition which constitutes the nuisance within seventy-two
(72) hours, the Animal Services Officer may issue a Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty for the
first offense and additional penalties for any subsequent offense.  If the owner fails to abate the
nuisance after the second civil penalty, Animal Services may seize and impound the animal.  If the
animal is seized, the Animal Services Director or his designee must post a notice of seizure and
impoundment with the owner.  The owner may reclaim the animal upon payment of civil fees,
redemption fees, and boarding.  If the animal is not reclaimed within five (5) days, it shall become
the property of Columbus County Animal Services and shall be disposed of according to this
ordinance.

(C) OWNER UNKNOWN:  In situations where the owner of an animal is unknown and the animal is a
nuisance, the Animal Services Director shall impound the animal.  If the owner does not redeem the
animal within five (5) days, the animal shall become the property of Columbus County and can be
disposed of according to this Ordinance.

(D) ANIMAL HOUSED OR RESTRAINED LESS THAN 15 FEET FROM PUBLIC WAY:
Notwithstanding the other sanction mentioned above, when it has been determined by an Animal
Services Officer that an animal has been housed or restrained within fifteen (15) feet of a public
street, road, or sidewalk, and the animal poses a threat to the public, but the animal is not in the
street, road, or on the sidewalk, he shall issue a warning to the owner requesting the owner to move
the animal.  If the owner refuses to move the animal, the Animal Services Officer shall issue a
Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty for the first offense and additional penalties for each
subsequent offense.  After the second offense, the Animal Services Officer may impound the animal.
He must leave a Notice of Impoundment with the owner or affix the notice to the premises.  The
owner shall have five (5) days to redeem the animal.  If the animal is redeemed, the owner must pay
the redemption fee, the civil penalty, and all boarding fees.  If the owner fails to redeem the animal
within five (5) days, the animal shall become the property of Columbus County to be disposed of
according to this Ordinance.

If an animal is housed or restrained within fifteen (15) feet of a public street, road, or sidewalk, and the
animal poses a threat to the public, and it is found in the public street, road, or on the sidewalk, and the
owner is not at home or refuses to remove said animal from the public street, road, or sidewalk, the Animal
Services Officer may impound the animal.  He must leave a Notice of Impoundment with the owner or
affix the notice to the premises.  The Animal Services Officer may issue a Notice of Violation and Civil
Penalty for a first offense and additional penalties for each subsequent offense. The owner shall have five
(5) days to redeem the animal.  If the animal is redeemed, the owner must pay the redemption fee, the civil
penalty, and all boarding fees.  If the owner fails to redeem the animal within five (5) days, the animal shall
become the property of Columbus County to be disposed of according to this Ordinance.

(E) INTENTIONALY OR WILLFULLY CAUSING AN ANIMAL TO VIOLATE THIS ARTICLE:  If
Animal Services finds that there is probable cause to believe that a person has intentionally or
willfully caused or enticed an animal to be in violation of this Article, it may initiate the issuance of
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a criminal summons or warrant.  Any person found guilty of Section 4 shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not
more than six (6) months.

(F) PRIVATE REMEDIES:  Nothing in this Article shall prevent a private citizen from suing the owner
of an animal that has caused injury to said private citizen or his property for damages or any other
loss resulting from an animal being a nuisance.

ARTICLE VII
KEEPING STRAY ANIMALS

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) ANIMAL:  Every non-human species, both domestic and wild, especially dogs and cats.

(B) STRAY:  An animal within the County wandering at large or lost without evidence of the
identification of an owner, or any animal within the County whose owner, if determinable, has failed
to pay for and procure a license or vaccination tag, shall be deemed a stray.

SECTION 2

KEEPING STRAY ANIMALS. It shall be unlawful for any person to harbor, feed, keep in possession by
confinement, or otherwise any stray animal which does not belong to him or her, unless he or she has,
within seventy-two (72) hours from the time such animal came into his or her possession, notified Animal
Services.

SECTION 3

REFUSAL TO SURRENDER A STRAY ANIMAL. It shall be unlawful for any person to refuse to
surrender a stray animal to Animal Services upon demand.

SECTION 4

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the Columbus County
Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided by North Carolina
General Statue 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, by the imposition of civil penalties, as
prescribed in Article XIII, herein or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the use
of a collection agency.

(A) KEEPING STRAY ANIMALS:  When the Animal Services Director or an Animal Services Officer
has determined that a person has violated Section 2 above, he may issue a written Notice of
Violation and Civil Penalty to the person in violation. Once Animal Services takes possession of a
stray animal, it shall be placed in the County's Animal Services for redemption by the owner. If the
owner is not found or the animal is not redeemed after five (5) days, the animal shall become the
property of Columbus County and may be disposed of according to this Ordinance.

(B) REFUSAL TO SURRENDER STRAY ANIMAL:  Any person who fails refuses to surrender a stray
animal to Animal Services after demand, if convicted, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable
by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than six (6)
months.

ARTICLE VIII
DANGEROUS DOG OR OTHER DANGEROUS ANIMAL

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) AT LARGE:  When any previously determined dangerous dog or other dangerous animal is off of
the property of its owner and not under restraint, or when any previously determined dangerous dog
or other dangerous animal is not confined to a secure enclosure while on the property of its owner, it
shall be deemed at large.

(B) DANGEROUS ANIMAL:  A dog or other animal that:
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(a) without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person; or

(b) is determined by the Animal Services Director or Officer to be potentially dangerous because
the animal has engaged in one or more of the behaviors listed in the definition of a
potentially dangerous animal; or

(cc) Any dog owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or any dog
trained for dog fighting.

(C) POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS ANIMAL: A dog or any other animal that without provocation has
killed or inflicted severe injury on a person, or a dog, or another animal that has:

1. inflicted a bite on a person that resulted in broken bones, or disfiguring lacerations, or
required cosmetic surgery, or hospitalization; or

2. killed or inflicted severe injury upon domestic animal when not on the owner's real property;
or

3. approached a person when not on the owner's property in a vicious or terrorizing manner in
an apparent attitude of attack.

(D) OWNER:  Any person, group of persons, firm, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping,
harboring, having charge of, or taking care of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal, or
allowing a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal to remain on its property for seventy- two (72)
hours.

(E) OWNER'S PROPERTY:  Any real property owned or leased by the owner of a dangerous
dog or other dangerous animal, not including any public right-of-way or the common areas
of a condominium, apartment complex, or townhouse development.

(F) RESTRAINT:  An animal is restrained if it is firmly under the control of a competent person by
means of a leash, chain, or rope, at all times.  When a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal is
off of the property of its owner, restraint shall also include a secure muzzle on the animal.  For
purposes of this section, tying a dangerous dog or dangerous animal to a stake, pipe, tree, or any
other stationary object shall not constitute restraint.  When the animal is not under the control of a
competent person, restraint shall mean confinement to a secure building or enclosure deemed
appropriate by the Animal Services Director.

(G) SECURE BUILDING OR ENCLOSURE:  A building or enclosure from which a dangerous dog or
other dangerous animal cannot escape unless freed by an owner. Outside enclosures shall be of a
size appropriate for the animal it will hold, and must have a concrete floor, suitable weight wire, a
top, and must be equipped with a padlock. Such outdoor facilities must be approved by the Animal
Services Director.

SECTION 2

EXEMPTION. This Article shall not apply to a dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out the
law enforcement officer's official duties, or a dog being used in a lawful hunt, or a dog used as a hunting
dog, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of or under the control of its owner, or a dog
where the injury inflicted by the dog was sustained by a person who, at the time of the injury, was
committing a willful trespass or tort, was tormenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog, had tormented, abused,
or assaulted the dog, or was committing or attempting to commit a crime.

SECTION 3

DETERMINATION OF DANGEROUSNESS. If the Animal Services Director or Officer receives
information that a dog or any other animal has exhibited or committed any of the acts described in the
potentially dangerous animal definition above, he must make a determination as to whether the animal is
potentially dangerous.  The Director or Officer must issue written determination within five (5) days of
learning about the dangerous propensity of the animal.  Whatever determination the Director or Officer
makes must be placed in writing.  The decision must contain his reasons for declaring or not declaring the
animal potentially dangerous.  If the animal is declared potentially dangerous, specific instructions in
accordance with Section 4 of this Article shall be given.  These instructions must be followed during the
pendency of any appeal filed by the owner and at all times thereafter, unless the owner prevails on appeal.
The written decision shall be served on the owner of the animal.  If the owner of the animal disagrees with
the Director's or Officer’s decision, he must file a written Appeal and Request the Hearing with the Animal
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Control Advisory Council within five (5) days of receiving the written decision.  The Animal Control
Advisory Council shall schedule a hearing within ten (10) days of receiving the Appeal and Request for
Hearing.  The Animal Control Advisory Council shall render a decision within three (3) days after the
hearing and serve the same on the owner.  The owner may appeal the Animal Control Advisory Council
decision to the Superior Court by filing notice of appeal and a petition for review within ten (10) days of the
final decision of the Animal Control Advisory Council.  The appeal shall be heard de novo in Superior
Court pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 67-4.1 (c).

SECTION 4

CONFINEMENT AND RESTRAINT OF A DANGEROUS DOG OR OTHER DANGEROUS ANIMAL.
The owner of a dangerous dog or other dangerous animal shall keep the animal within a secure building or
enclosure, as defined in Section 1 of this Article, on his property, or on the property of another with written
permission.  When the animal is off of the property of the owner, it must be securely muzzled and under
restraint by a competent person who by means of a leash, chain, or rope has the animal firmly under control
at all times.  The owner shall notify Animal Services immediately of an escape by the animal.  All
dangerous dogs must be microchipped for identification by a licensed Veterinarian within thirty (30) days,
at the owner's expense and Animal Services provided with the identification number.  All owners of
dangerous dogs must purchase a sign from Animal Services that states, "DANGEROUS DOG" and post
same on the enclosure where said dog is confined.

SECTION 5

TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF A DANGEROUS ANIMAL. If the owner of a dangerous dog or other
dangerous animal transfers ownership or possession of the animal to another person, the owner shall
provide written notice to the new owner or person taking possession that the animal is dangerous, as defined
in this Article and the owner shall provide Animal Services with written notice that ownership or possession
of the animal is being transferred.

SECTION 6

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the Columbus County
Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided by North Carolina
General Statue 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition of civil penalties
as prescribed in Article XIII, or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the use of a
collection agency.

(A) DANGEROUS DOG OR OTHER DANGEROUS ANIMAL FOUND AT LARGE:  If an animal,
which has previously been determined to be dangerous by the Health Director, is found at large, it
may be tranquilized or humanely destroyed by an Animal Services Officer with or without prior
notice to the owner, only after unsuccessful attempts to catch it and authorization from the Animal
Services Director.  If an Animal Services Officer does tranquilize or humanely destroy such an
animal, he shall submit a written report of the incident to the Animal Services Director within
seventy-two (72) hours of the incident and shall make a good faith attempt to notify the owner of the
incident.

If an animal which previously has been determined to be dangerous by the Animal Services Director or
Officer is determined by an Animal Services Officer to pose immediate danger to the health and safety of
any person or animal, the dangerous animal may be tranquilized or humanely destroyed at the Animal
Service Officer's discretion, with or without prior notification to the owner.  In the event the Animal
Services Officer does tranquilize or humanely destroy such animal, he shall submit a written report of the
incident to the Animal Services Director, within seventy-two (72) hours of the incident and shall make a
good faith attempt to notify the owner of the incident.

If a dangerous animal is caught while at large or seen at large, it may be impounded.  Animal Services may
go upon private property to seize the animal.  If the dangerous animal has caused injury to a person or
another animal while at large, the Animal Services Director may issue a Notice of Intent to Destroy the
Animal to the owner. The owner may appeal this intended action by filing a written request with the Animal
Control Advisory Council within five (5) working days of receiving the written decision. The Animal
Control Advisory Council shall schedule a hearing within ten (10) days of receiving the Appeal and Request
for Hearing.  The Animal Control Advisory Council shall hear the appeal and render a final written decision
within three working (3) days after the hearing, and serve the same on the owner.  The owner may appeal
the Animal Control Advisory Council decision to the Superior Court by filing notice of appeal and a
petition for review within ten (10) days of the final decision of the Animal Control Advisory Council.  If the
owner fails to seek a timely review of the Animal Services Director's Notice of Intent to Destroy the Animal
or if he fails to file a timely appeal of the Animal Control Advisory Council’s decision, Animal Services
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may humanely destroy the animal.  If a dangerous animal has not caused injury to a person or another
animal while at large, the owner may redeem the animal after payment of all shelter and civil penalties.  If
the civil penalty and all other fees are not paid within five (5) days after impoundment, the Animal Services
Director may humanely destroy the animal.

(B) FAILURE TO CONFINE OR RESTRAIN A DANGEROUS ANIMAL AND FAILURE TO
PROVIDE NOTICE OF TRANSFER:  Any owner who fails to confine or restrain a dangerous
animal or any owner who fails to provide the written notices described in Section 5 above, or
violates any provisions of this Article shall be subject to the sanctions, fines, penalties, and remedies
mentioned above as well as being subject to the issuance of a criminal warrant or summons.  If
convicted, the owner shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed five
hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment not more than six (6) months, or both (N.C.G.S. 67-4.2)
(c)).

(C) INJURY CAUSED BY A DANGEROUS ANIMAL:  The owner of a dangerous animal that attacks
a person and causes physical injuries requiring medical treatment in excess of one hundred dollars
($100.00), shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to five thousand dollars
($5,000.00), imprisonment up to two (2) years, or both (N.C.GS. 674.3).

ARTICLE IX
WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMALS AND POISONOUS REPTILES

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) ENCLOSURE OR CONFINEMENT FACILITY:  Any cage, pen, or other housing for keeping wild
or exotic animals or poisonous reptiles.  Enclosures or confinement facilities shall be classified as
primary or secondary enclosures.  A primary enclosure is any cage, pen, or other housing designed
and used for the purpose of restraining and confining a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile.  A
secondary enclosure is any cage, pen, or other housing not used for the primary confinement,
exercise or training of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile.  All secondary enclosures shall
encompass primary enclosures where wild or exotic animals or poisonous reptiles are kept.  All
primary and secondary enclosures shall be constructed and maintained pursuant to Section 5 of this
Article.

(B) EXOTIC ANIMAL:  Any living animal, which is strikingly or excitingly different or unusual and
not ordinarily kept as a pet or domesticated animal, by way of example, exotic animals shall include
but not limited to lions, tigers, apes, monkeys, poisonous reptiles, and poisonous spiders.  A hybrid
of any animal listed in the example above, regardless of genetic percentages, shall be deemed exotic.

(C) OWNER:  Any person, group of persons, firm, partnership, or corporation owning, keeping,
harboring, having charge of, taking care of, or allowing a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile
to remain on its property for seventy-two (72) hours.

(D) POISONOUS REPTILE:  Any animal that crawls or moves on its belly as a snake or on small, short
legs as a lizard and has the capability of injecting humans or animals with venom which may cause
death or physical injury.

(E) WILD ANIMAL:  Any animal not normally domesticated.  By way of example, wild animals shall
include but not be limited to wild cats, wolves, bears, and raccoons.  A hybrid of any animal listed in
the example above, regardless of genetic percentages, shall be deemed a wild animal.

SECTION 2

EXEMPTIONS. Any non-profit institution, which owns or harbors wild and exotic animals or poisonous
reptiles for research or educational purposes, provided that such institution is licensed by the Department of
Agriculture or Interior, shall be exempt from this Ordinance. Owners of the following animals or reptiles
shall be exempt from this Article:

1. Non-poisonous reptiles;

2. Rodents;

3. Fish; or
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4. Birds.

Pet shops shall be exempt from this Article.  Traveling fairs, circuses, and carnivals also shall be exempt
from this Article.

SECTION 3

PERMIT REQUIRED TO OWN OR HARBOR A WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMAL OR A POISONOUS
REPTILE. Every owner of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile shall be subject to the following
regulations:

(A) PERMIT:  No owner may keep a wild or exotic animal, or poisonous reptile in Columbus County
without first obtaining and then maintaining all permits required by the Federal Government, the
State of North Carolina, and Columbus County Animal Services.  Any nonresident of Columbus
County who brings a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile into this County for a period of at
least twenty-four (24) hours shall obtain a temporary permit from Animal Services.  Any
nonresident of Columbus County who brings a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile into this
County for short periods of time, but on a regular basis, must obtain an annual permit.  What
constitutes a regular basis shall be in the sole discretion of the Animal Services Director.

(B) APPLICATION:  An owner of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile must complete an
application, which shall be supplied by Animal Services. The application once completed, shall
contain the following information:

1. Name, address, and telephone number of the applicants.

2. If a corporation, the State of incorporation, the address of the principal office and the names and
addresses of its officers.

3. If an entity other than a corporation, the name thereof, the location of its office and the names and
addresses of the principal officers, directors, trustees, or managing officials or partners.

4. Statement of the owner's purpose in keeping the animal or reptile.

5. The place of origin of the animal or classes of animals or reptile or classes of reptiles.

6. A description of the animal or reptile including species.

7. The address of the premises where the animal or reptile will be kept.

8. A description of the method, materials, and square footage of facilities for confinement of the animal
or reptile.

9. Proof of the applicant's ability to respond in damages for bodily injury, or death of any person, or for
damages to property owned by another person which may result from the ownership, keeping, or
maintenance of such animal or reptile.  Proof of ability to respond in damages shall be given by
filing with Animal Services a certificate of insurance from an insurance company authorized to do
business in the State, stating that the applicant is insured by a policy with a minimum coverage of
one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) per person and a minimum total of one million dollars
($1,000,000.00) per occurrence for bodily injury.  In addition, the policy must contain a minimum
coverage of fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for damage to personal or real property.  In lieu of
insurance, the owner may post with Animal Services a surety bond in the same amounts, conditioned
upon payment of such damages.  Such certificate of insurance or bond shall provide that no
cancellation of the insurance or bond will be made unless ten (10) days written notice is first given
to Animal Services.

10. Copies of all Federal and State permits and licenses required for such animal or reptile.

11. A schedule of the personnel who will service and maintain the enclosure or confinement facility.

12. Keeper's training and experience with animals and reptiles, especially the species stated on the
application.

13. A list of tranquilizing equipment, chemicals, and instruments of destruction and a statement of
whether or not the owner has knowledge or training with regards to appropriate and collect use, and
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14. Any other information the Animal Services Director deems necessary.

(C) INSPECTION AND ISSUANCE OF PERMIT:  Upon completion of the application, the Animal
Services Director shall make an inspection of the enclosure or confinement facility to determine
whether or not it is adequate for the purpose of restraining and confining the particular species of
animal or poisonous reptile for which the permit is requested.  The Animal Services Director shall
also determine whether or not the enclosure or confinement facility can be maintained in a sanitary
fashion and whether or not the enclosure or facility is designed to prevent injury to the animal or
reptile and persons who may come onto the premises where the enclosure or facility is location.  If it
is determined by the Animal Services Director that the application has been correctly, truthfully, and
accurately completed and the enclosure or facility is secure and can be maintained in a sanitary way,
he shall issue a permit upon payment of the applicable fee by the applicant.  It shall be a condition of
issuance of the permit that the Animal Services Director shall be permitted to inspect the enclosure
or facility and the animal or reptile at any time.  Inspections shall be made at least annually.  No
liability, i.e., such inspection does not guarantee safety of said facility and Animal Services accepts
no liability for injury or harm experienced there.

(D) PERMIT PERIOD:  The permit period shall begin with the fiscal year (July l) of each year and shall
run for one year. Renewal applications for permits shall be made thirty (30) days prior to the start of
the fiscal year. An application for new permit may be filed at any time during the year.

(E) PERMIT FEE:  The permit fee shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00).  This fee may be changed by
the Board of County Commissioners from time to time.  The fee shall be for the fiscal year or part
thereof.  The permit fee shall be collected by the Animal Services Director.

(F) TRANSFER OF PERMITS:  Permits issued under this Article are not transferable.

(G) POSTING OF PERMIT:  The owner of the wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile shall display
the permit in a prominent place on or near the enclosure or confinement facility.

(H) FAILURE TO OBTAIN A PERMIT:  Failure to obtain a permit before possessing or owning a wild
or exotic animal or poisonous reptile in Columbus County will subject the owner to the sanctions,
penalties, fines, or remedies set forth in Section of this Article.

(I) FAILURE TO TIMELY RENEW A PERMIT:  Failure to renew thirty (30) days before the end of
the fiscal year (by June 1) shall subject the owner of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile to
the sanctions, penalties, fines, or remedies set forth in Section 7 of this Article.

(J) DENIAL OF PERMIT:  The Animal Services Director shall have the authority to deny a permit for
violation of this Article pursuant to the grounds and procedures set forth in Section 4.

(K) REVOCATIONS OF PERMIT:  The Animal Services Director shall have the authority to deny a
permit for violation of this Article pursuant to the grounds and procedures set forth in Section 4.

(L) REINSTATEMENT OF PERMIT AND REINSTATEMENT FEE:  The Animal Services Director
shall reinstate a revoked permit after the owner complies with this Article and pays a reinstatement
fee of two times the original permit fee required in Subsection (E) above.

SECTION 4

GROUNDS FOR DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF PERMIT. The Animal Director may refuse to issue or
renew, and may revoke, a permit to keep, harbor, or possess a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile in
Columbus County if, after an investigation, it is determined that any one or more of the following grounds
exist:

(A) MISSTATEMENT:  Material misstatement in the initial application or the renewal application for a
permit which was made to induce the Animal Services Director to issue or renew a permit.

(B) VIOLATION:  Disregard or violation of the provisions of this Article.

(C) NON-PAYMENT OF FEES:  Failure to pay fees and penalties required pursuant to this article.

(D) FAILURE TO MAINTAIN LICENSE:  Failure to obtain or maintain a Federal or State license to
own, possess, or harbor a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile.
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(E) MISREPRESENTATION:  Substantial misrepresentation or false promises to the Animal Services

Director in connection with keeping, owning, harboring, or possessing a wild or exotic animal or
poisonous reptile.

(F) INSPECTIONS:  Failure or refusal to allow the Animal Services Director to inspect the enclosure or
confinement facility.

(G) FAILURE TO CONFINE OR RESTRAIN:  Failure or refusal to confine or restrain a wild or exotic
animal or poisonous reptile.

(H) FAILURE TO GIVE NOTICE OF ESCAPE:  Failure or refusal of the owner to give Animal
Services immediate notice of the escape of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile.

SECTION 5 

CAGES, PENS, AND ENCLOSURES. All wild or exotic animals or poisonous reptiles shall be confined in
primary and secondary cages, pens and enclosures as described herein.  No primary or secondary cage, pen,
or enclosure shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to any adjoining property line. Any conforming primary or
secondary cage, pen, or enclosure, which existed prior to enactment of this Ordinance will not be subject to
relocation.  The owner shall notify Columbus County Animal Services immediately of the escape of a wild
or exotic animal, or poisonous reptile.  The minimum standards for the construction of primary and
secondary enclosures, which are to be used to keep, harbor, or restrain wild or exotic animals are as follows.

(A) Primary Enclosures: The primary enclosure used to keep, harbor, or restrain the following animals
shall be constructed with the materials and in the manner specified.

1. Cheetahs, Lions, Tigers, and Hybrids Thereof: Animals in this category shall be housed
within a primary enclosure, which has as a minimum 2,500 square feet per animal.  There
shall be no more than one male and two females in anyone primary enclosure.  There shall be
no common fences between enclosures housing tigers and any other animals.  If adult male
animals are placed in adjacent enclosures, these enclosures shall be constructed of no smaller
than nine-gauge steel chain link fence, doubled, and spaced so as to prohibit physical contact
between the males. All enclosures shall have double safety doors.

The enclosure shall be constructed of not less than nine-gauge steel chain link fence attached
to not smaller than 2- and 1/2-inch diameter, schedule 40 steel poles placed at least 30 inches
in the ground and anchored in 30 inches of concrete, and of sufficient length to extend to the
top of the fence and shall be placed no more than ten (10) feet apart. Enclosures with roofs
shall have sides a minimum of eight (8) feet high, and enclosures without roofs shall have
sides at least twelve (12) feet high.  The roof of enclosures shall be constructed of the same
material as the sides and be firmly attached to the sides with no gaps.

2. Leopards, Mountain Lions, and Hybrids Thereof:  Animals in this category shall be housed
in enclosures meeting all requirements set out above for tigers and in addition thereto. The
enclosure shall have a roof constructed of at least nine-gauge steel chain link fencing,
attached firmly to the sides with no gaps.

3. Jaguars:  Jaguars of any species shall be housed in enclosures constructed to the same
standards as those required for leopards, except that the fencing shall consist of not smaller
than six (6) gauge steel chain link fencing for the sides and roof, however, the roof may
consist of nine (9) gauge steel chain link fencing provided the sides are at least ten (10) feet
high.  The fencing shall be firmly secured to vertical and horizontal piping or rods and must
be firmly secured at three (3) inch intervals to the bottom horizontal crossbar, which shall be
no more than three (3) inches above the floor.

4. Caracals:  Bobcats, Lynxes, Ocelots, Servals, and Hybrids Thereof: Animals in this category
shall be housed in enclosures completely enclosed with a minimum of 400 square feet for
each animal and of a minimum height of eight (8) feet.  For additional animals, the minimum
area shall be determined by multiplying the required square footage for a single animal by a
factor of 1.5 for one additional animal and the result by the same factor, successively, for
each additional animal. Walls, and top or roof of cages shall be constructed of no smaller
than eleven and one-half gauge steel chain link fencing secured to steel poles not smaller
than 1- and 1/2-inch diameter and placed at least thirty (30) inches in the ground in thirty
(30) inches of concrete not more than ten (10) feet apart.  Enclosures shall have double safety
doors.
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5. Bears:  Large bears are considered to be among the more dangerous as well as the more

escape prone of all animals.  Bears shall be housed in primary enclosures with at least six
hundred (600) square feet per animal.  There shall be not more than one male and one female
per primary enclosure, the primary enclosure shall be constructed of solid steel bars at least
¾ inch in diameter, anchored in the ground at least thirty (30) inches and in thirty (30) inches
of concrete.  Such enclosures shall be at least ten (10) feet high and shall have a top or roof
of constructed of the same material as the sides and firmly attached thereto with no gaps
therein.  All such enclosures shall have a cross weld at least every four inches, and shall have
a floor of concrete, covered with plywood or earth sufficiently to protect the animals used
therein.

6. Wild Dogs, Wolves, and Hybrids Thereof:  Animals in this category shall be housed in
enclosures completely enclosed with a minimum of six hundred (600) square feet for each
animal and a minimum height of ten (10) feet tall.  Walls, and top or roof of enclosures shall
be constructed of not smaller than six (6) gauge steel chain link fencing.  The fencing shall
be firmly attached to steel poles not smaller than two (2) inches in diameter and placed at
least thirty (30) inches in the ground in thirty (30) inches of concrete not more than ten (10)
feet apart.

7. Poisonous Reptiles:  Poisonous reptiles shall be housed within a primary enclosure which
contains a minimum of six (6) cubic feet per reptile, provided, however, the enclosure shall,
in any event, be of sufficient size to accommodate the reptile for normal growth.  There shall
be no more than one male and one female reptile per enclosure.  The primary enclosure may
be constructed of wood, metal, glass, or fencing material or any combination thereof
sufficient to restrain and confine the reptile(s).  Where solid wood, metal and/or glass
enclosures are provided, holes shall be provided in the sides for ventilation but shall be small
enough to prevent the escape of the reptile.  Where fencing material is used, the spacing
between strands of wire shall be small enough to prevent the escape of the reptile.  All
enclosures must be of such construction as to totally enclose the reptile(s) and prevent the
reptile(s) from opening the enclosure from within.  At least one side of the enclosure must
have a window of glass or fencing through which the owner may see the location of the
animal before opening the enclosure. in lieu of a window, one (1) or more sides of the
enclosure may be constructed of glass or fencing to allow viewing of the reptile.  All doors
and entrances to the enclosure must be padlocked to contain the reptile and prevent its
removal without the owner's permission.

(B) Secondary Enclosures:  The purpose of a secondary enclosure is to serve as perimeter fence
surrounding all primary enclosures, in order to protect the public by prevention of escape by an
animal accidentally freed from its primary enclosure.

Secondary enclosures shall be constructed of not smaller than 1- and 1/2-gauge steel chain link fencing at
least twelve (12) feet in height and shall encompass all primary enclosures.  The fencing shall be attached
to steel poles not smaller than 2 – and 1/2-inch diameter and set in thirty (30) inches of concrete, cedar, or
creosote post of equivalent length.  All posts shall be placed at least thirty (30) inches in the ground and be
spaced not more than fifteen (15) feet apart.  Secondary enclosures shall not have any common wall with
any primary enclosure, and all such enclosures shall not have any common wall with any primary
enclosure.  All such enclosures of animals capable of fence climbing shall be electrified at the bottom and
middle and shall also have an electrified overhang to prevent climbing.  Secondary enclosures surrounding
enclosures of animals capable of fence climbing shall be electrified at the bottom and middle and shall also
have an electrified overhang to prevent climbing.  Secondary enclosures housing digging animals such as
hyenas, wild dogs, and bears shall be so constructed as to be tunnel proof.  The strength of the secondary
enclosure shall be appropriate to the animals enclosed as well as to the conditions and shall be so
constructed that no single foreseeable event can jeopardize the structural integrity of both the primary and
secondary enclosure.  All enclosures shall have double safety doors, each of which shall be secured by a
lock.  All such enclosures shall be located at a sufficient distance from the primary enclosure and from all
other structures, rocks, trees, or terrain features that no such primary enclosure, structure, rock, tree, or
terrain feature may be used as a leaping platform.

In the event that cedar or creosote posts are used for line posts, all corner posts and posts at sharp angles
shall be of steel and at least four (4) inches in diameter.  All posts other than corner or angle posts shall be
located on the outside of the fencing.  In the event that cedar or creosote posts are used, they shall be
replaced with steel posts at least 2-and 1/2 -inches in diameter, schedule 40 when replacement is needed, or
within six (6) years, whichever is earlier.

(C) Shift Cages:  Shift cages are to be used for all deadly animals and are necessary so that the animals
can be shut off from the primary enclosure for purposes such as cage cleaning. Structural and
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strength specifications are to be identical to the specifications for the primary enclosure. Size is to be
determined as follows: an open top shift cage must be at least four hundred (400) square feet.  A
closed top shift cage must be at least two times the length of the animal squared (example: an eight
(8) feet long animal shift cage would be (2x8) square or two hundred and fifty-six (256) square feet).
The shift cage shall share a common wall with the primary enclosure and should be accessible to the
animal by means of a drop door that can be raised or lowered from outside the enclosure.  The shift
cage shall also have a door that allows the shift cage to be entered without first entering the primary
enclosure.

(D) Variations:  Columbus County Animal Services shall allow no variations from these standards.  If,
because of the breeding, history, character, or particular trait, it is the opinion of Animal Services
Director that the standards as described in this Article are insufficient to restrain any wild or exotic
animal. He shall refuse to issue a permit until standards sufficient to restrain the animal are
developed and adopted by the Board of County Commissioners.   Animal Services may seek the
assistance of the Sheriff or Police to remove or keep the animal out of the County.

(E) Maintenance of Structure:  All primary and secondary enclosures shall be designed, constructed, and
maintained so that no foreseeable event or series of events shall break the structural integrity of the
primary or secondary enclosures.

SECTION 6

NECESSARY EQUIPMENT AND CHEMICALS. Any owner of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous
reptile shall have on hand, at all times, sufficient equipment, and chemicals necessary to tranquilize any
animal or reptile for which a permit has been granted.  The owner of a wild or exotic animal or poisonous
reptile shall also have on hand, at all times, sufficient equipment to kill any such animal or reptile should.
the same become necessary.

SECTION 7

SANCTIONS, PENALTIES, FINES, AND REMEDIES. Violations of this Article of the Columbus County
Animal Control Ordinance are punishable by prosecution in criminal court as provided by North Carolina
General Statue 14-4, unless a greater penalty is provided elsewhere, or by the imposition of civil penalties
as prescribed in Article XIII, herein, or both.  Collection of civil penalties may be by civil action or by the
use of a collection agency.

(A) NOTICE OF VIOLATION:  Upon determining that there is probable cause to believe that this
Article has been violated, the Animal Services Director may issue a written Notice of Violation. The
Notice shall state specifically which section of this Article has been violated, the date of violation,
the date of issuance of the Notice of Violation, the name and position of the person issuing the
Notice of Violation, what acts are necessary to remedy the violation, and a deadline of not more than
five (5) days from the date of service of the Notice of Violation for compliance. The Notice of
Violation shall be served and return of service made pursuant to Article XVI of this Ordinance. If
the owner remedies the violation within the deadline, the Animal Services Director shall send or
deliver written Notice of Rescission of the Notice of Violation.

(B) VIOLATION AND CIVIL PENALTY:  The Animal Services Director may issue a written Violation
and Civil Penalty if the owner refuses or fails to comply with the Notice of Violation issued pursuant
to subsection (A) above, or if the owner has violated this Ordinance on more than two (2) occasions.
Each Notice of Violation, whether rescinded or not, shall count as a violation.  The Violation shall
state that the owner failed or refused to comply with written Notice of Violation and/or the owner
has violated this Ordinance on more than two (2) occasions.  The Violation shall also state that the
owner shall pay a civil penalty of fifty dollars ($50.00) for the first day of the violation and an
additional fifty dollars ($50.00) per day for each day the violation continues to exist.  It shall be the
responsibility of the owner to notify Animal Services that the violation has been corrected so that
Animal Services can confirm the same.  Confirmation may be made by inspection, investigation, or
any other method deemed necessary by the Animal Services Director.  If possible, confirmation
shall be made on the same day that Animal Services is notified by the owner that the violation has
been corrected.  In any event, confirmation shall be made no later than the next business day.  If the
Animal Services Director finds that the violation has been corrected, he shall send written
notification of the same to the owner.  This Notice of Confirmation shall also state the amount of
any civil penalty due.  If the Animal Services Director finds that the violation still exists or has not
been fully corrected, he shall give written notice of the same to the owner.  All notices under this
Subsection shall be served and return of service made pursuant to Article XVI of this Ordinance.
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(C) CRIMINAL SUMMONS:  The Animal Services Director, in lieu of subsection (B) above, may

cause a criminal summons or warrant to be issued and served upon the owner of a wild or exotic
animal or poisonous reptile for violating any of the provisions of this Article, but only after written
notice pursuant to subsection (A) above has been given and the owner has failed or refused to
comply with this Article.  Any owner, if convicted, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be
fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisoned for not more than six (6) months.

(D) DENIAL OF PERMIT:  The Animal Services Director may deny the issuance or renewal of a permit
if it is determined that any of the grounds stated in Section 4 exist.  If issuance or renewal of a
permit is denied, the Animal Services Director shall serve or deliver a written Notice of Denial to
the owner pursuant to Article XVI.  The notice shall state specifically why the permit is being
denied and what must be done before the permit can be issued or renewed.

(E) REVOCATION OF PERMIT IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION:  If it is determined by the
Animal Services Director that the safety of any person or property is in immediate danger from the
wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile, he may, in lieu of Subsections (A), (B), and (C) above,
revoke the permit without notice to the owner and take the necessary steps to secure the cage, pen,
or enclosure to prevent escape by the animal or poisonous reptile or he may immediately seize the
animal or poisonous reptile for impoundment at the County's Animal Services or at some other
appropriate facility. The cost of securing the owner's cage, pen, or enclosure shall be charged to the
owner and if not paid, the Animal Services Director may initiate the filing of a civil action or use a
collection agency to collect the same.

If the Animal Services Director revokes the permit without notice, he shall serve the owner with written
Notice of the Revocation within twenty-four (24) hours of the revocation. The notice shall state the reason
for the revocation, the steps taken by the Animal Services Director to secure the cage, pen, or enclosure
and, if the animal or poisonous reptile was seized and impounded, the time of seizure, location of the
animal and poisonous reptile, and what steps are necessary to redeem the animal or reptile.

If the animal is seized, it may be impounded until the Animal Services Director is satisfied that the animal
can be securely confined on the owner's premises.  The owner may redeem the animal or reptile by paying
all charges and impoundment fees, by correcting the violation, and by paying a permit reinstatement fee of
two times the original fee.  All things necessary to redeem the wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile
must be accomplished by a date set by the Animal Services Director.  In no event shall the owner have less
than five (5) days to redeem the animal. If the owner wishes to request a review of the seizure of the
animal or the reptile, the owner must file a written request with the Animal Control Advisory Council
within five (5) days of the seizure.  If a timely request is filed, the Animal Control Advisory Council shall
convene within ten (10) days of the receipt of said request.  If the owner disagrees with the Animal Control
Advisory Council decision, the owner must seek a review by the Columbus County Superior Court within
ten (10) days of the issuance of the Advisory Council’s decision.  If the owner fails to reclaim the animal
or reptile by paying all charges and by securing his cage, pen, or enclosure by the date set by the Animal
Services Director, or fails to timely request a review of the seizure, or fails to timely appeal the Advisory
Council’s written decision, the animal or reptile shall become the property of Columbus County and shall
be disposed of according to this Ordinance.

(F) REVOCATION OF PERMIT IN A NON-EMERGENCY SITUATION:  The Animal Services
Director, in lieu of Subsection (B) and (C) above, may revoke a permit in a nonemergency situation
if it is determined that any of the grounds stated in Section 4 exist. He must first serve the owner
with a written Notice of Intent to Revoke the Permit.  The owner will then have five (5) days from
receipt of said notice to comply with this Article.  If the owner fails to comply, the Animal Services
Director shall serve the owner with a written Notice of Revocation.  The Notice of Revocation shall
inform the owner of the reason for the revocation and inform the owner that if the violation is not
corrected within three (3) working days from receipt of the Notice of Revocation, the Animal
Services Director may take the necessary steps to correct the violation, which may include seizing
and impounding the animal or poisonous reptile.  If the animal or poisonous reptile is seized and
impounded, the owner may redeem the animal or reptile within five (5) days by paying all charges
and impoundment fees, by correcting the violation, and by paying a permit reinstatement of two
times the original if the owner wishes to request a review of the seizure of the animal or reptile, the
owner must file a written request with the Animal Control Advisory Council within five (5) days of
the seizure.  If a timely request is filed, the Animal Control Advisory Council shall convene within
ten (10) days of the receipt of said request.  If the owner disagrees with the Advisory Council’s
decision, the owner must seek a review by the Columbus County Superior Court within ten (10)
days of the issuance of the written decision. If the owner fails to redeem the animal or fails to timely
request a review of the seizure, or fails to timely appeal the written decision, the animal shall
become the property of Columbus County and shall be disposed of according to this Ordinance.
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(G) ORDER OF ABATEMENT AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF:  The Animal Services Director, in lieu of

or in addition to Subsections (A), (B), (C), (D), (E), and (F) may initiate the filing of a civil action
for abatement and injunctive relief to restrain the violation or threatened violation of this Ordinance.
An action instituted under this subsection shall not relieve an owner from any civil or criminal
penalty prescribed herein above for violating this Ordinance.

(H) ESCAPE OF A WILD OR EXOTIC ANIMAL OR A POISONOUS REPTILE:  If a wild or exotic
animal or poisonous reptile escapes from its cage, pen, or enclosure, it may be tranquilized by an
Animal Services Officer with or without prior notice to the owner, but only after unsuccessful
attempts to catch it and after authorization from the Animal Services Director.  If an Animal
Services Officer does tranquilize such an animal or reptile, he shall submit a written report of the
incident to the Animal Services Director within seventy-two (72) hours of the incident and shall
make a good faith attempt to notify the owner as soon as possible.

If a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile escapes and is determined by an Animal Services Officer to
pose an immediate danger to the health and safety of any person or property, the animal or reptile may be
humanely destroyed at the Animal Services Officer's discretion, with or without prior notification to the
owner.  In the event the Animal Services Officer does destroy such animal or reptile, he shall submit a
written report of the incident to the Animal Services Director within seventy-two (72) hours of the incident
and shall make a good faith attempt to notify the owner of the incident.

If a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile is seized and impounded by the Animal Services Director
after an escape, the owner shall be subject to the same sanctions and penalties described in Subsection (E)
above.

If a wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile has caused injury to a person or another animal while at
large, the Animal Services Director may issue to the owner a Notice of Intent to Destroy the Animal.  The
owner may appeal this intended action by filing written request for review by the Animal Control Advisory
Council within five (5) days of receiving said notice.  The Animal Control Advisory Council shall schedule
a hearing within ten (10) days of receiving the request for review.  The Animal Control Advisory Council
shall render a written decision within three (3) days after the healing and serve the same on the owner.  The
owner may appeal the decision of the Animal Control Advisory Council to Superior Court by filing a
notice of appeal for review within ten (10) days of the final decision of the Advisory Council.  If the owner
fails to seek a timely review of the Animal Services Director's Notice of Intent to Destroy the Animal or if
he fails to file a timely appeal the Board of Health's Environmental Committee decision, Animal Services
may humanely destroy the animal.

(I) SEIZURE OF UNPERMITTED ANIMALS OR REPTILES:  Animal Services may seize any wild
or exotic animal or poisonous reptile if the owner does not have all requisite Federal, State, and
County permits.  Animal Services may confine the animal or reptile until all requirements of this
Ordinance have been met, the cost of confinement shall be charged to the owner.

(J) COST OF RECAPTURING:  The owner of any wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile shall
reimburse Columbus County for any man-hours incurred by Columbus County employees while
attempting to recapture an escaped animal.  The owner's insurance policy shall have a clause
reflecting this requirement.

ARTICLE X
INTERFERENCE

INTERFERENCE. It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or molest an employee of
Animal Services or any other person duly authorized by this Ordinance while in the performance of duty.  It
shall also be unlawful for any person to seek release, or attempt to release, or to release any animal in the
custody of Animal Services, except as otherwise specifically provided in this Ordinance.  The Animal
Services Director may initiate the issuance of a criminal warrant for any person violating this Article.  If
convicted, the person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to five hundred dollars
($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than six (6) months.

ARTICLE XI
TRAPPING OF DOGS AND CATS

TRAPPING. It shall be unlawful for any person to trap by cage or mechanical device, a dog or cat without
the written permission of Animal Services.  It shall also be unlawful for any person to release a dog or cat
from a trap set by Animal Services or from a trap set by a person who has written permission from Animal
Services.  It shall not be a violation of this Ordinance for a person to apprehend an animal on his property
by hand, however, the person must call Animal Services within twenty-four (24) hours of catching the
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animal.  The Animal Services Director may initiate the issuance of a criminal summons or warrant for any
person violating this Article.  If convicted the person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine
of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than six (6) months.

ARTICLE XII
IMPOUNDMENT OF ANIMALS

SECTION 1

DEFINITIONS. As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings set forth below:

(A) ANIMAL:  Every non-human species, both domestic and wild.

(B) FERAL CAT:  A domestic cat which has adapted to survive in the wild, is homeless, and ownerless,
having descended from stray and possibly generations of abandoned house pets.

(C) IMPOUNDMENT:  Possession or seizure of an animal by Columbus County Animal
Services for placement in the County's Animal Services or any other appropriate facility.

SECTION 2

IMPOUNDMENT. Not inconsistent with the proceeding Articles of this Ordinance, any healthy animal,
with the exception of a feral cat, which appears to be lost, strayed, or unwanted, or any dog or cat which is
found not wearing a current valid rabies vaccination tag, or any wild or exotic animal or poisonous reptile
which has escaped or poses the danger of escaping may be confined to the Animal Services or any other
appropriate facility in a humane manner for a minimum period of five (5) days, unless otherwise specified
by this Ordinance, for redemption by the owner.  Any animal not redeemed within five (5) days shall
become the property of Columbus County and shall be disposed of pursuant to this Ordinance.  Columbus
County Animal Services is authorized to obtain suitable board, maintenance, and care from any available
source for any impoundment animal for which the Animal Services is not equipped to care.  The owner of
any animal impounded and cared for under this provision of the Ordinance may redeem the animal upon
payment of all costs for maintenance, transportation, and care plus regular redemption fees provided in
Article XII.

SECTION 3

FERAL CATS. A feral cat shall be held for three (3) working days for redemption by a possible owner.  If
the feral cat is not redeemed within three (3) working days, it may be euthanized pursuant to this Ordinance.
Before a feral cat is euthanized, a panel of three (3) persons must unanimously declare the cat a feral cat.  If
the panel cannot agree unanimously, the cat must be held for five (5) days.  The panel is to be made up of
three (3) Animal Services staff members, each with a minimum of one (1) year experience with Animal
Services.

SECTION 4

NOTICE. A good faith effort shall be made to notify known owners of impounded animals.  If the owner is
known, a written Notice of Impoundment shall be served on the owner or affixed to the owner's premises.
The written notice shall describe the animal, state the date, time, and place the animal was picked up and
inform the owner of the conditions whereby the animal may be redeemed.  Instructions on how to determine
if an animal has been impounded shall be posted at the Animal Services.  The posting of these instructions
at the Animal Services shall constitute adequate notice to an unknown owner.

SECTION 5

BOARDING FEES. The Animal Services Director, with the assistance of Services personnel, shall charge
to the owner the following fees, which must be paid before an animal may be redeemed:

Per day boarding for dogs: $10.00

Per day boarding for cats: $10.00

Per day boarding for all other animals
Kept at the Animal Services Shelter: $10.00

Per day boarding fee for all other animals The actual amount charged by the
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not kept at the Animal Services Shelter: caretaker or boarder of the animal.

Non-routine charge for transporting the animal: The actual amount charged by the 
person providing the transportation.

The above fees are in addition to the redemption fees set forth in Article XIV and are subject to adjustment
or change by the Columbus County Board of County Commissioners at any time.  

ARTICLE XIII
CIVIL PENALTIES

CIVIL PENALTIES. Animal Services is authorized to assess civil penalties for violations of this Ordinance.
Any assessed civil penalty not paid within twenty (20) days of issuance may be turned over to a collection
agency or efforts made to collect in civil court.

Failure to wear Rabies Tag: $50.00

Failure to vaccinate: $100.00

Failure to notify or provide information 
of a bite: $100.00

Manner of keeping and treating animals: $100.00

Failure to give notice of injuring animals: $50.00

Failure to give notice of injured animal on 
property: $50.00

Unprovoked dog bite while running at large: $500.00

Animals running at large:
1st offense $50.00
2nd offense $75.00
3rd offense $100.00
4th offense or more $150.00

Failure to confine dog/cat in estrus: $75.00

Animal public nuisance:
1st offense $50.00
2nd offense $75.00

Harboring stray animals: $50.00

Dangerous dog violations: $100.00

Violation of exotic animal ordinance
(Per day): $50.00

Interference with officer $150.00

Interference with trap or cage $100.00
Unspecified violations of the ordinance
(Each): $50.00

Miscellaneous Fees:
Euthanasia by request $10.00
Tranquillize small animal by request $10.00
Tranquillize large animal by request $15.00
Lost darts $10.00

Each day the violation continues shall be deemed a new violation except as specifically stated herein.

ARTICLE XIV
REDEMPTION OF ANIMALS



66

SECTION 1

REDEMPTION OF ANIMALS. An owner of an animal, which has been impounded by Animal Services,
may resume possession of the animal, except as already provided or in other Articles of this Ordinance,
upon compliance with the following provisions:

(A) PROOF AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF OWNERSHIP:  Any person attempting to redeem an
impounded animal shall present proof sufficient to satisfy Animal Services personnel of ownership
of the animal.  Evidence of ownership may include but is not limited to any of the following:

1. License tag from another county;

2. Rabies tag for the animal;

3. Ownership documents, pedigree papers, bill of sale, and any other document identifying the
person as owner of the animal;

4. Photographs of the animal with the owner or other family members; or

5. Affidavit from two people in the community stating that the animal has been seen in the
presence or possession of the person attempting to resume possession.

Any person attempting to redeem an animal on behalf of an owner shall present proof sufficient to satisfy
Services personnel that he or she is acting as agent for the owner.

(B) TIME OF REDEMPTION:  Any person attempting to redeem an animal must make contact with the
Animal Services within five (5) days of the animal being impounded at the Animal Services or some
other appropriate facility.  After making contact, that person shall be given a reasonable amount of
time to prove ownership of the animal not to exceed five (5) additional days.

(C) PAYMENT OF REDEMPTION FEES, BOARDNG FEES, AND CIVIL PENALTIES:  The owner
of an impounded animal must pay all redemption fees, boarding fees, and civil penalties assessed
against the animal before it can be released from Animal Services.  Any person, after presenting
sufficient proof of ownership, may redeem the animal after paying the following fees and costs:

1st redemption by owner $50.00 + Boarding Fee + Civil Penalty

2nd redemption by owner $75.00 + Boarding Fee + Civil Penalty

3rd redemption by owner $100.00 + Boarding Fee + Civil Penalty

4th and subsequent redemption $150.00 + Boarding Fee + Civil Penalty

If an owner cannot prove a current rabies vaccination, he will be charged an additional $10.00 for a rabies
vaccination certificate.

These amounts may be changed by the Columbus County Board of Commissioners at any time. The animal
shall become the property of Columbus County if the owner fails to pay all amounts due, and if the
appropriate holding period has passed and will then be disposed of as provided by this ordinance.

ARTICLE XIV
DISPOSITION AND ADOPTION OF IMPOUNDED ANIMALS

SECTION 1

DISPOSITION OF IMPOUNDED ANIMALS. If an animal is not redeemed by its owner within the
allowed time for redemption, the animal shall become the property of Columbus County without any further
notice to the owner.  Once the animal becomes the property of Columbus County, the Animal Services
Director is authorized to adopt the animal out or euthanize it.  Any sick or diseased animal, which appears
to be lost, strayed, or unwanted and is found not wearing a rabies vaccination tag or any other form of
identification may be euthanized immediately by order of the Animal Services Director.  Any sick or
diseased animal, with proof of ownership, confined in the County Animal Services, may be euthanized by
order of the Animal Services Director after recommendation of a licensed veterinarian.
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SECTION 2

ADOPTION FEES. Adoption fees shall be set by the Board of County Commissioners.

All dogs over 6 months $135.00
Includes a physical examination, heartworm test, rabies vaccination, and spay or neuter.

All dogs under 6 months $135.00
Includes a physical examination, rabies vaccination, and spay or neuter.

All female cats and kittens $75.00
Includes a physical examination, feline leukemia/F.I.V. test, rabies vaccination, and spay or neuter.

All male cats $55.00
Includes a physical examination, feline leukemia/F.I.V. test, rabies vaccination, and spay or neuter.

Registered (501c3) dog rescue groups $25.00
Nonprofit animal rescue groups that provide their own medical services and documentation thereof to
Animal Services are entitled to this reduced rate.

Registered (501c3) cat rescue groups $10.00
Nonprofit animal rescue groups that provide their own medical services and documentation thereof to
Animal Services are entitled to this reduced rate.

SECTION 3

RECOVERY OF ADOPTED ANIMAL. The Animal Services Director is authorized to recover, reclaim, or
repossess an animal and dispose of the animal according to this ordinance if the adopting party violates the
adoption agreement.

ARTICLE XVI
SERVICE AND RETURN OF SERVICE

SECTION 1

METHOD OF SERVICE AND RETURN. Unless otherwise specified in this Ordinance, all notices or
citations required to be sent or delivered pursuant to this Ordinance shall be served and return of service
made as follows:

(A) PERSONAL SERVICE:  The Animal Services Director or Animal Services Officer may deliver
notices or citations to all persons due a notice or citation pursuant to this Ordinance.  If he does so,
he must get the person to sign a certificate verifying that the notice or citation was in fact received,
and the Animal Services Director or Animal Services Officer shall sign a return of service certificate
verifying that he is in fact served the notice or citation.  If the person being served refuses to sign the
notice or citation verifying receipt of the same, the person making service shall write in the
appropriate space ''refused to sign".  The person's refusal shall not invalidate the service.  The
Animal Services Director or Animal Services Officer may leave the notice or citation with anyone of
suitable age and discretion at the residence or place of business of the person being served.  The
person serving said notice or citation shall have the recipient sign the service certificate.

(B) REGISTERED OR CERITIFIED MAIL:  The Animal Services Director may serve notices or
citations by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested.

ARTICLE XVII
APPEALS AND REQUESTS FOR REVIEW

SECTION 1

APPEAL PROCEDURE. All civil citations may be appealed in writing. The notice of appeal must be
addressed to Columbus County Animal Services: Attention: Animal Services Director, 288 Legion Drive,
Whiteville, NC 28472 and postmarked or personally delivered within twenty (20) days of receipt of the
citation.

SECTION 2
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APPEAL HEARING. Appeals of Animal Services Civil Citations shall be heard within thirty (30) days of
the Notice of Appeal unless a continuance is mutually agreed upon.  The Appeal Hearing shall be held by
the Animal Control Advisory Council.  All testimony offered in a hearing held pursuant to this Article shall
be given under oath and recorded by tape recording or any other reasonable manner.  The hearing shall be
open to the public.  The person requesting the hearing may be represented by an attorney.  The Animal
Services Director or Animal Services Officer shall have the burden of proving that this Ordinance has been
violated and that the proposed sanction is in accordance with the Ordinance.  The person requesting the
hearing will then be given the opportunity to prove that this Ordinance has not been violated and/or that the
sanction is not in compliance with the Ordinance.  The person requesting the hearing may admit the
violation and confine his proof to showing that the sanction is not in accordance with the Ordinance.  The
Animal Services Director will then be given the opportunity to address any conflicts or inconsistencies
created by the evidence or statements.

The Animal Control Advisory Council will render a Decision and a Notice of Decision will be furnished to
all parties concerned (complainant, bite victim, animal owner, etc.).  If the sanctions/penalties are upheld,
the animal owner will have twenty (20) days to pay any fines or fees before collection efforts are initiated.
The animal owner may further appeal the decision of the Animal Control Advisory Council to Columbus
County Superior Court within ten (10) days of the service of the Notice of Decision.

ARTICLE XVIII
ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY COUNCIL ESTABLISHED

The Columbus County Board of Commissioners does hereby create and establish an Animal Control
Advisory Council.

That Animal Control Advisory Council shall consist of seven members.  Insofar as possible, members of the
council shall be appointed from different areas within the County’s jurisdiction.  Initial appointment of the
council shall have terms of appointment as follows:  Three (3) members for a term of three (3) years, two
(2) members for a term of two (2) years and two (2) members for a term of one (1) year.  Following the
expiration of terms of the first appointed  council members, the successors to the regular members shall be
appointed for three (3) year terms.  Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term only.

The Animal Services Director and/or his designee shall serve as clerk to the Animal Control Advisory
Council.

The Animal Control Advisory Council is a quasi-judicial body.  Meetings of the council shall be held at the
call of the Chairman and at such other times as the council may determine.  The council shall establish rules
of procedure at the first called meeting or as soon thereafter as possible.

A quorum is not obtained unless four voting members are present.  In the event there is abstention for
reason declared into the record by a voting member, then a particular matter cannot proceed unless and until
four other voting members are present and vote.

A member of any council exercising quasi-judicial functions pursuant to this Article shall not participate in
or vote on any quasi-judicial matter in a manner that would violate affected person’s constitutional rights to
an impartial decision maker.  Impermissible violations of due process include, but are not limited to, a
member having a fixed opinion prior to hearing the matter that is not suceptible to change, undisclosed ex
parte communications, a close familial, business or other association relationship with an affected person, or
a financial interest in the outcome of the matter.  If an objection is raised to a member’s participation and
that member does not recuse himself, the remaining members shall by majority vote rule on the objection.

As early as possible in each new year the voting members shall elect a chairman and vice-chairman.  Either
such party when in the chair shall have the authority to administer oaths to witnesses.

The minutes of the Animal Control Advisory Council shall be kept in such detail as necessary, and do not
reflect official action of the Animal Control Advisory Council.

Minutes shall be filed in the office of the Animal Services Director, as a public record.

The chair of the council, any member acting as chair of the council, and the clerk to the council are
authorized to administer oaths to witnesses in any matter coming before the council.  Any person who,
while under oath during a proceeding before the Animal Control Advisory Council, willfully swears falsely
is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for
not more than six (6) months.
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The Animal Control Advisory Council shall make advisory recommendations to the Animal Services
Director for possible modifications of this ordinance, improvements to Animal Services, and hold
quasi-judicial appeal hearings as set forth herein.

ARTICLE XIX GENDER

GENDER STATEMENT.  In this Ordinance, words of the masculine gender shall be deemed and construed
to include correlative words of the feminine and neuter genders, words importing 
the singular number shall include the plural number, and vice versa.
 

ARTICLE XX
SEVERABILITY

SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is for
any reason held invalid or unconstitutional in any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be
deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this Ordinance.

ARTICLE XXI
ENFORCEMENT AND EFFECT OF THIS ORDINANCE

SECTION 1

ENFORCEMENT. The Animal Services Director or any other person duly authorized to initiate legal action
on behalf of Columbus County may take necessary legal steps to enforce this Ordinance.  This Ordinance
shall be enforced by imposing the specific sanctions, penalties, fines, and other remedies described herein,
by seeking injunctive relief, orders of abatement, orders of custody, and any other means prescribed by
statute or common law.  Any violation of this Ordinance, which does not carry a specific sanction, penalty,
or fine, shall be punishable as a general criminal misdemeanor as defined by North Carolina law.

SECTION 2

EFFECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance shall take effect sixty (60) days after its adoption.  All persons who
must obtain a permit to comply with this Ordinance shall be given sixty (60) days after adoption of this
Ordinance to comply.

SECTION 3

EFFECT ON PRIOR ORDINANCE. All prior animal control ordinances are hereby repealed sixty (60)
days after the adoption of this Ordinance.

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ JUNE B. HALL, Clerk

Agenda Item #12: FINANCE -MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT and INVESTMENT REPORT:
JayLeatherman, Interim Finance Director, will deliver these two (2) reports.

These two (2) reports will be marked as Exhibit “B”, and will be kept on file in Minute Book
Attachments, Book Number 6, in the Clerk to the Board’s Office, for review.  No motion was made to
accept.

Agenda Item #15: SOCIAL SERVICES - MONTHLY ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT:

Algernon McKenzie, Social Services Director, delivered the following Monthly Administrative
Report.

Monthly Administrative Update
For May 2021

 June 21, 2021 Meeting

Columbus County DSS continues to participate in the Covid-19 planning team calls, which are held once a
week.  Updates are given on the County’s and State’s Covid-19 status.  Cases continue to decrease at this
point in our county, which is encouraging.
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On May 7, 2021 a new heating/cooling unit was installed on the right side of our building.  Many thanks to
our maintenance department for replacing the old unit.

During the month of May there was a fuel shortage due to the pipelines being hacked.  However, our
department as able to continue with our mandated in person visits in Adult Protective Services and Child
Protective Services during this time. 

Unfortunately, we had another child fatality in May.  This case was reported to the state as required.  We are
beginning to experience more drug related cases and overdoses lately. This has also increased child
protective referrals and foster care or out of home placements.

On May 18, 2021, we received a notice from DHHS that the enrollment period for NC Medicaid Managed
Care was extended through May 21, 2021.  The original deadline was May 14, 2021.  The state is still
planning to start Medicaid Managed Care July 1, 2021.  Beneficiaries who are enrolled will have until 
September 30, 2021 to change their health plan or primary care provider for any reason.  As of May 22,
2021 there have been 252,349 beneficiaries enrolled in 
region 5, which Columbus County is part of.  Statewide there are 1,451,099 who are enrolled in NC
Medicaid Managed Care.

On the May 100 county director call we learned about a new program that will assist individuals with water
bills.  The program is called The Low Income Housing Water Assistance Program. These funds will go to
owners or operators of public water systems.  The state is still working on the details of this new program
and it could start in September or later this year.

We also learned that the Pandemic EBT Program will be extended through the summer months to ensure
children have adequate meals while out of school. This will not prohibit families from getting assistance
from other summer meal programs.

During the month of May, I participated on fourteen zoom meetings, webinars, and conference calls
including one in person meeting with our new county manager. 

Lastly, we are now open to the public.  Individuals can still pick up applications in our lobby area, complete
applications on line or be seen by staff if the desire.  The public is still required to wear mask while meeting
with workers.  Our building continues to be fogged each morning prior to staff arriving.  Personal Protective
Equipment is provided to staff and common areas are cleaned throughout the day.  Washing hands, wearing
mask, and social distancing continues to be stressed during work hours.  

May 2021
Human Services

Adult Services (APS)

APS Reports Accepted: 2
County Wards:  30
Number of Payee Cases:  19
Adults Served APS:  4
Number of Medicaid Transportation Trips: 1,419
Amount Requested for Reimbursement:  $26,179.47

Children’s Protective Services (CPS)

Reports Accepted: 45
Reports Screened out:  24
Families Receiving In-Home Services:  45
Children Served: 110
Contacts with Families Monthly:  672
Assessments:  4

Foster Care

Foster Children in Foster Homes:  89
Children Placed Outside County:  36
Agency Adoptions:  0
Pending Adoptions:  3
Total Foster Homes Licensed:  3
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Total Children in Foster Care:  92

Work First Employment (TANF)

Applications Taken:  11
Applications Approved:  4
Individuals Receiving Benefits:  242
Entered Employments:  2
Number in Non-Paid Work Experience:  0

Program Integrity

Collections for Fraud:  $3,902.52
New Referrals:  10
Cases Established: 19

Day Care

Children Receiving Day Care Assistance:  341
Children on the Waiting List:  478
Amount Spent on Day Care Services:  $190,924.

May 2021
Economic Services

Food & Nutrition

Applications Taken: 105
Applications Approved:  201
Active Cases:  6,500
Benefits Issued:  $3,441,184.00
Participants Served: 12,984

Adult Medicaid

Applications Taken:  96
Cases Terminated:  12
Redeterminations:  286
Applications Processed:  122

Family & Children’s Medicaid

Applications Taken:  121
Applications Processed:  266
Redeterminations:  1,069
Total Medicaid Cases:  14,460
Total Individuals Receiving:  46,693

Child Support

Absent Parents Located: 84
Orders Enforced:  890
Active Cases:  3,839
Collections:  $457,225.00

Economic Services Program Narrative
Family and Children’s Medicaid; Adult Medicaid including Nursing Homes/Special

Assistance/Community Alternatives Program (CAP); Medicaid Transportation; Food & Nutrition;
Child Support/Paralegal and Housekeeping

Submitted by Cyndi Hammonds, Income Maintenance Administrator
Reporting Month: May 2021

News/Updates/Vacancies  
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Adult and Family & Children’s Medicaid:
The Medicaid Team has completed their 2  month of cases being Audited.  There were no technical errorsnd

found or errors for any chargebacks to the county.  The Auditor did find 2 cases that were not evaluated for
the Family Planning Program that we are having to go back and put them on that program even though one
case was documented correctly that the client stated they were not interested in this program. (This is the
program that pays for men and women’s annual visit, birth control and COVID testing) We are being told
this program is no longer optional; if a client request Medicaid and they are then denied for any reason, the
case must be evaluated and put on the Family Planning Program with no options.  If the client wants it
terminated after they are put on, that is up to the client to call and request termination. These caseworkers
continue to train and receive calls concerning the Medicaid Transformation that is soon coming while at the
same time the State has implemented testing for all caseworkers working in the NCFAST system.  We just
received enrollment in the testing part for our county to begin our phase.  We will be tested on a NCFAST
functionality piece and a programmatic piece.  If caseworkers fail to pass both test after given the required
amount of times to pass; they will be revoked from the NCFAST system and are not allowed to work in the
system.  Prayerfully, we will not have problems passing these test.  All this comes with the demand of being
short staffed and keeping the workload timely.  The Adult Team is short staff and has been working some
comp time. The Adult Team has 3 new hires in training and 2 vacancies.  

Medicaid for Long Term Care; Medicaid Transportation and Housekeeping:
· The newly hired Supervisor officially began her duties May 3, 2021.  She was the lead worker and

trainer for the Adult Medicaid Team and is continuing to help train new workers.  The Adult Team
promoted a worker as a lead worker and the Supervisor in Adult Medicaid, the new Long Term Care
Supervisor and the newly promoted lead worker have split the training so all new workers can get
trained in a timely manner and begin to work cases. Medicaid for Long Term Care workers continue
to have cases pulled for the REDA Audit also. And they will be going thru the same testing and
Medicaid Transformation changes and training.  The 3 new workers on this Team continue to train
on policy for Nursing Home, Rest Home and CAP.  

· Medicaid Transportation has completed their contracts with their 2 transportation vendors.  We will be notifying the

clients next month that will be transferring to a Primary Health Plan to remember to notify their health plans for

upcoming transportation.  We will no longer be responsible for referring those clients to either vendor.  Due to the

vacancies in Adult Medicaid and this supervisor is still helping train new workers, I continue to complete the last billing

piece of transportation.  These ladies are great at working as a team until all workers can get trained and keep the work

timely.  Even while training, these supervisors are required to 2  party review the mandatory amount of cases for Statend

reporting.   

· Housekeeping remains busy with only one housekeeper completing the cleaning at this time.
Interviews have been completed and a recommendation will be made soon for the other
housekeeper.     
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Food and Nutrition:
Food and Nutrition continues to have waivers for certain policies and have extended these waivers until
December 1, 2021 or until the Pandemic ends.   The Waiver for telephone interviews has greatly helped
since opening back up to the public.  Workers will have more time to process the case instead of having to
hold the case until they can talk with the client as by policy before COVID.  Since opening back up to the
public, our face to face interviews have slowly increased each day.  The State will provide Summer P-EBT
benefits for the months of June, July and August 2021. This will be a one-time payment of $375.00 that
covers the entire 3 months.  These benefits will be issued for certain children in July and the other issuance
will be for certain children in September.  Notification will be provided from the State through press
releases, social media posts and the state website.  As the public learns of these benefits it always increases
the phone calls that we receive concerning the amounts and when they will post.  Clients have no appeal
rights to these benefits if they disagree and Department of Health and Human Services does not have
authority to pursue claims against households or children that were incorrectly issued benefits to which they
were not entitled.  This Team has 1 new hire that is still in training.    

Child Support and Paralegal:
Child Support prepared 234 cases for 3 days of court in May while the paralegal prepared 215 Orders.  We
have been assigned a new Child Support Representative and continue to have monthly conference call
“visits”.  During these visits, the representative discusses new policy and changes and reads 6 cases online
thru the ACTS computer system and discusses any issues with those cases.  There are 2 agents currently
being trained and 3 vacancies on this Team.       
                                                         

HUMAN SERVICES BOARD REPORT
Melinda H. Lane, Program Manager

Vacancies/Updates/News for May 2021
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Intake/Investigation/Assessment:
The Intake/Investigation/Assessment Unit continues to be fully staffed.  This Unit continues to make

mandated contacts to provide needed services to families and children while continuing to utilize
precautions due to COVID-19.  This Unit has seen a large increase from April to May in referrals (55 to 69)
and the amount of open assessments (26 to 46).  This Unit has also seen a large increase in the amount of
petitions and non-secures filed bringing children into custody due to severe neglect, abuse, and dependency
(6 to 14).  Drug abuse seems to be the biggest contributing factor.  The Regional Child Welfare Consultant
(RCWC) is making monthly contacts to review agency data, policy updates, and casework.  On official
on-site record review of this Units cases by the RCWC and other state consultants is scheduled for June.

In-Home Services:
The In-Home Services Unit continues to be fully staffed.  This Unit continues to make mandated

contacts, although short-staffed, to provide needed services to families and children while continuing to
utilize precautions due to COVID-19.  This Unit has not slowed down in its day-to-day activities of contacts
with children, families, and other resource agencies.  The Regional Child Welfare Consultant (RCWC) is
making monthly contacts to review agency data, policy updates, and casework.  

Foster Care/Permanency Planning:
The Foster Care Unit continues to be fully staffed, however one Social Worker will be moving to

another position in another area of Child Welfare in June.  This worker will continue to assist as needed
until another worker is hired.  This Unit continues to make mandated contacts to provide needed services to
families and children while continuing to utilize precautions due to COVID-19.  DHHS does continue to
make some allowances for cases that are stable and with parent visitation by allowing the use of FaceTime,
video chats, etc., although more face-to-face visits are now being conducted.  Regular updates continue to
be provided from the state regarding guidance and information as things evolve.  This Unit has had, and
continues to have, an increase in children being placed in custody.  From April to May numbers increased
from 84 children in custody to 89, and the numbers continue to increase in June.   This is the most children
in the custody of Columbus County DSS since May 2016.  Drug abuse, sexual abuse, and severe neglect
appear to be the biggest contributing factors.  The Regional Child Welfare Consultant (RCWC) is making
monthly contacts to review agency data, policy updates, and casework.  

Transitional Unit:
The Transitional unit continues to have one vacancy, but a new worker will begin in June.  Staff are

working caseloads while assisting the other Child Welfare Units as needed, particularly in the areas of
courtesy requests from other counties and assisting with supervising visits and transporting children in
custody.  This Unit continues to make mandated contacts to provide needed services to families and
children while continuing to utilize precautions due to COVID-19.  The Foster Home Licensing worker
continues to begin to move forward slowly with getting more foster homes licensed since COVID-19 has
also affected getting all of the required parts of the licensure packet completed.  They are conducting
one-on-one time for those that might be interested in completing Deciding Together, instead of the MAPP
classes.  However, a MAPP class is tentatively scheduled to begin in June with a small class size due to the
huge need of more foster homes.  They have sent out packets in an attempt to recruit and train new
prospective foster parents. The Regional Child Welfare Consultant (RCWC) is making monthly contacts to
review agency data, policy updates, and casework.    

Adult Services:  
The Adult Services Unit continues to be fully staffed.  This Unit continues to make mandated

contacts to provide needed services to the elderly and disabled while utilizing precautions due to
COVID-19.  This Unit continues to be busy in its day-to-day activities of contacts with the elderly and
disabled and resource agencies.  This can be a difficult population to work with at times because of their
various needs, the lack of resources, and the adult’s right to self-determination.

Work First Employment:
This Unit continues to be fully staffed.  The agency is now open for in-person applications.

However, telephone interviews for Work First applications, recertification’s, short-term services and
benefits continue to be allowed.  Certain necessary application documentation can be mailed to individuals
that wish to apply and when received back the worker can conduct telephone interviews to complete that
application.  Some application information is also being provided for pick-up in the foyer area of the
agency.  Workers are encouraged to make telephone contacts with clients at least every two weeks to offer
support and resources to clients.

Child Day Care:
The Child Day Care Unit continues to be fully staffed.  The Supervisor and staff are currently

working the over and under payment report to ensure proper payment has been made to county daycare
providers over the past several months.  The agency is now open for in-office visits by clients.  Day Care
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services are continuing to be provided and the state is working with county agencies and day cares to help
them stay open as much as possible while providing a safe environment for children.  DSS staff continue to
work with families to ensure their services stay in place while limiting contact to the telephone as much as
possible.  This Unit is currently sending out surveys to those on the waiting list to determine the continued
need for services.  
 
Program Integrity:

Program Integrity continues to be fully staffed.  COVID-19 continues to limit office visits,
encouraging telephone contact.  Repayment agreements are being relaxed to help clients during this time.  
The Crisis Intervention Program (CIP) continues to have available funds.  Applications are now available
on EPASS where applicants can complete and submit applications on-line.  Due to CIP being the only
program with available funds right now and applications being low one in-house staff person is processing
applications at this time.  In May 41 applications for CIP were completed with 20 approvals.  Duke Energy
continues to have a moratorium in place for some customers that prevents them from being disconnected.
The moratorium has been extended until August 3.
   
Agenda Item #16: SOCIAL SERVICES - UPDATE CHILD DAY CARE POLICY FOR 2021-22:

Algernon McKenzie, Social Services Director, requested Board approval of the updated Child Day
Care Policy for 2021-22.  Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve the updated Child Day Care
Policy for 2021-22, seconded by Commissioner Smith.  The motion unanimously passed.  A copy of this
document will be marked as Exhibit “C”, and kept on file in the Minute Book Attachments, Book Number
6, in the Clerk to the Board’s Office, for review.

Agenda Item #17: SOLID WASTE - REVISED OPERATING HOURS FOR RECYCLING
CENTERS: 

Harold Nobles, Solid Waste Director, requested Board approval of the new operating schedule for
the Solid Waste Recycling Center, effective July 01, 2021.

Recycling Center Addresses & Phone Numbers Proposed Schedule

Name Address Operating Hours Phone No.

Byrdville Recycling
Center

10 Byrdville Freeman Rd
Bolton, NC 28423

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.

910-655-5465

Cerro Gordo Recycling
Center

3691 Braswell Rd
Cerro Gordo, NC 28431

Mon., Fri., Sat.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.

910-654-1582

China Grove Recycling
Center

686 China Grove Rd
Chadbourn, NC 28431

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.

910-654-0143

Evergreen Recycling
Center

9396 Haynes Lennon Hwy
Evergreen, NC 28438

Wed., Thurs.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
12 Noon to 1:00 p.m.

910-654-1597

Mollie Recycling
Center

129 Mollie Iron Hill Rd
Clarendon, NC 28432

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.

910-653-6237

Nakina Recycling
Center

4534 Ervin T Richardson Rd
Nakina, NC 28455

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
12:00 Noon to 1:00 p.m.

910-641-3928

North Whiteville
Recycling Center

1235 James B White Hwy N
Whiteville, NC 28472

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat.
8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Lunch Hours:
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

910-642-7750
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Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve the new operating schedule for the Solid Waste
Recycling Center, effective July 01, 2021, seconded by Commissioner McDowell. The motion unanimously
passed.

Agenda Item #19: PUBLIC UTILITIES - DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE: 

Harold Nobles, Public Utilities Director, delivered the following Departmental Update.

Columbus County Public Utilities Annual Report
June 16, 2021

Total Number of Customers: 6,111
Water District I 1,300
Water District II 1,942
Water District III 1,150
Water District IV 1,121
Water District V    598

Total Gallons Pumped (MG):    467
(Figures include All Water Districts)

Total Gallons Sold (MG):    408
(Figures Include All Water Districts)

Total Estimated Revenue for Fiscal Year: $3,191,701
(Average of $265,975 Per Month for All Districts)

Total Number of Penalties: 1,350
(Average of 113 Penalties per Monoth - All Districts)

Total Number of Cut Offs: 1,350
(Average of 113 Cut Offs per Month - All Districts)

Total Meter Tampering Fees:    10
(Fees for all distrcits over a 12 Month Period)

Total Processed Work Orders: 6,483
(Average of 540 per month)

Total Utility Locate Requests:   649
(Requests for NCDOT, Electrical/Telephone/Cable Companies)

Water Quality:
Distribution Systems are Flushed Daily to Maintain Water Quality

*All Figures are based on a 12 month period.*
*Revenues, Penalties, and Cut Offs were affected by COVID.*

Commissioner McDowell: On those locators, does A11 identify water lines or do we have to identify water
lines ourselves?

Director Nobles answered: For the most part, yes A11 does.

Agenda Item #20: REGISTER OF DEEDS - DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE: 

Kandance Bullock, Columbus County Registrar, delivered the following Departmental Update.

Columbus County Register of Deeds

Fiscal Year 2019-2020 Fiscal Year 2020-June 18,2021
Marriages Issued $16,140.00 $17, 400.00

Excise Tax           $178,575.00            $386,450.00
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Deeds & Other $92,733.00  $99,557.00
Instruments

Deeds of Trust $56,759.00  $71,176.00

Certified Births, Deaths, $80,886.25  $87,359.50
Marriages, plain copies,
Plats and UCC’s

NC Electronic Births     $730.00    $1,181.00

Total          $425,823.25            $663,123.50 

CALENDAR YEAR 2019 2020 2021
  (Jan.1 - June 18)

Marriages Processed 289 267 149

Births Processed 354 338 147

Deaths Processeed 664 695 355 

Kandace Bullock, Registrar, delivered the following details concerning her update:
- The NC Electronic Births, that is where we implemented a system a year and a half ago where we can
actually process out of County births in our office now. So, if you were born out of county from 1971
forward, 1971 forward is the key in that, then we can pull that from other counties in order to generate a
little more revenue for the County, however, this is the actual fee that we pay North Carolina state for
access to that. We only receive ten ($10) dollars for each certificate we issue, when it’s a twenty-four ($24)
dollar cost for each one we do. 
                   
Agenda Item #21: ADMINISTRATION - ASBESTOS BIDS APPROVAL FOR THE HISTORIC

COURTHOUSE: 

Stuart Carroll, Purchasing/Safety Director, requested Board approval of the lowest responsible
bidder, Enviro Assessment East Inc., at $68, 290 for the asbestos bids.

Bid Tabulations
Date Opened: June 10, 2021

Project Name: Historical Courthouse

Description of Project: Asbestos Abatement

Present at Opening: Larry Hayes and Stuart Carroll

Vendor: Amount:
Enviro Assessments East Inc $68, 290
Bar-Lyn Enterprises Inc $127,600
Enpuricon Inc $84, 312
CCI Environmental Services $97,900
Trifecta Services $113,965
HERR $116,900

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the lowest responsible bidder, Enviro Assessment
East Inc., at $68,290, for the asbestos bid, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously
passed.

Agenda Item # 22: ADMINISTRATION - PUBLIC UTILITIES BILLING STAFF: 

Eddie Madden, County Manager, requested the Public Utilities Billing staff  be placed under the
Finance Department.

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Public Utilities Billing Staff be placed under the
Finance Department, seconded by Commissioner Watts. The motion unanimously passed.

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER
DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V BOARD MEETING:
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At 8:15 P.M., Commissioner Coleman made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter into a

combination meeting of Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V Board Meeting,
seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously passed.

Agenda Item #24: AUTOMATED METER READING CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR
WATER DISTRICTS I, II, III, AND V

This information will be recorded in Minute Book #2 for the Columbus County Water and Sewer
Districts I, II, III and V Board Meeting.

ADJOURN COMBINATION MEETING of COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER
DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV AND V BOARD MEETING

At 8:16 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn the combination meeting of
Columbus County Water and Sewer Districts I, II, III, IV and V Board Meeting, seconded by Commissioner
Smith. The motion unanimously passed.

Agenda Item #25. COMMENTS:

Chairman Bullard opened the floor for Comments. The following spoke:

A. Board of Commissioners:

1. Commissioner Watts: stated the following:
- I’m glad that this Board has stood with our citizens.
- We’ve listened to their voices and I urge us to do what is best for this county
and our citizens.

2. Commissioner Byrd: stated the following:
- The way I understand Mr. Flowe, is if we wait until after July 6  we’ll beth

creating a lot of problems for ourselves as opposed to if we just vote on the
subdivision tonight. 
- This is the way I understood it because he emphasized June 30  as being ath

major deadline. So before we leave Mr. Chairman, I think we should go ahead
and handle it tonight.
Chairman Bullard: He was talking about the item 160D, wasn’t he Madam
Attorney?
County Attorney Prince: Yes, he was talking only about the 160D matter.
Comissioner Byrd - He also said something about this one had previously been
requested and if you get to July 6 , if I understood him correctly, he said thatth

you would run into a lot more obstacles if you deny it after July 6  than youth

would have if you move on it tonight. He was careful about what he said but
that’s the way I interpreted it.
- This was a brand new corporation just put together in April and he saw an
easy target in Columbus County, there’s so much money out there right now
available.
- He presented himself as if he cares about the people but he’s only after one
thing, fast dollars and then move on. He doesn’t care about Columbus County.
- I think that this Board needs to be careful and make the right decision. We
want growth but we want it under the right terms and conditions.
- We know that putting forty-eight (48) wells and forty-eight (septic tanks)
down with the weather that we’ve had is going to create problems.
- I’m ready to vote tonight.
- I asked June to prepare a proclamation of celebration for Ms. Ruther Lee Jones
George who turned 100 years old over the weekend.

MOTION:

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve and adopt the Proclamation of Celebration for
the one hundredth (100) Birthday of Ms. Ruther Lee Jones George, seconded by Commissioner Smith.
The motion unanimously passed.

3. Vice Chairman McMillian: stated the following:
- I would like to thank everyone for coming out tonight and showing us their
concerns.
- It lets us know that you are very concerned about what comes in our county.
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- We all want the same thing. We want the County to grow but we want it to
grow the right way.
- I’ve been working real hard the last couple of years with water extension and I
know the County Manager and all the staff have been working really hard on
that as well to get water to everyone who wants it in the county.
- I realize we can’t do it all at one time but we’ve got it started.

4. Commissioner Coleman: stated the following:
- I would like to thank the community for showing up. It’s good that we can
show support and pull together, that’s what we need and I appreciate that.
- I would like to put a motion on the floor to end Flex Time on a permanent
basis, I think it is for the betterment of the County and for fairness to all
employees.

MOTION:

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to end Flex Time in the County on a permanent basis,
seconded by Commissioner Watts. A roll call vote was taken with the following results:

AYES: Commissioners Watts, Smith, Coleman, Vice Chairman McMillian, and Chairman
Bullard; and 

NAYS: Commissioners Byrd and McDowell.

The motion passes on a five (5) to two (2) vote.

5. Commissioner McDowell: stated the following:
- It was good to see so many people out tonight.
- I understand why it was asked several times tonight would you want this next
to you? I think we all know the answer to that and hopefully we can address it.
- I’m thankful for the changes made to the recycling centers, hopefully that will
alleviate some of the issues of people only being able to go only on certain
days.
- I understand that moving forward, there is a lot of work being done to catch up
on some of the financial issues that we have had. I would ask that in the future
those things be made available to us in a timely matter, so that we can have time
to digest them, rather than be expected to move on them in a short period of
time.

6. Commissioner Smith: stated the following:
- I appreciate the public coming out, I definitely wouldn’t want it beside me. 
- I am 100% against it and when it comes time to vote on it I will still be 100%
against it.
Commissioner Byrd: Put that in the form of a motion to deny it and I’ll second
it.
Chairman Bullard: I think we’ve advertised that our vote will take place at the
next meeting.
Commissioner Byrd: I know but we weren’t aware of that June 30  deadlineth

Mr. Flowe emphasized and I just don’t want to delay something that’s going to
create more problems in the future. 
Commissioner Bullard: That’s not the way I understood it. Can you clear that
up for us Madam Attorney?
County Attorney Prince: The June 30  day is strictly to do with the 160D.th

Commissioner Byrd: But, what does the 160D consist of?
Commissioner Bullard: It was on the agenda at the last meeting and they gave
us time to study it also. Does it have any affect on the subdivision Madam
Attorney?
County Attorney Prince: It shouldn’t have any affect on this subdivision that’s
already had the application submitted.
Commissioner Bullard: That was my understanding too, so we would be safe
to say we will vote on it July 6 . th

County Attorney Prince: You could vote on it July 6  or you could vote on itth

tonight. There’s no public hearing requirement, there’s nothing of that nature.

MOTION:
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Commissioner Watts made a motion to deny the subdivision going into the Antioch

Community, seconded by Commissioner Byrd. The motion unanimously passed.

7. Chairman Bullard: stated the following:
- I appreciate you all for standing up for your community. I have received a lot
of phone calls concerning the subdivision but they were all good and positive
responses, none were negative. It shows that it’s a good community full of good
people. 
- Mr. Madden, can you set up a workshop for us on Planning and Ordinances?
County Manager Madden: Yes, sir.

B. County Manager - Edwin J. Madden, Jr.: stated the following:
1. First I would like to say thank you to Dr. Meadows and the Columbus County

School System for allowing us to meet here this evening. 
2. I would also like to thank the staff here this evening that helped to set this

meeting up, it was a bit of a challenge to mobilize here and set up, with IT and
audio video equipment, so a special thanks to Stuart Carroll, Alan James, Gail
Edwards, Amanda Prince, LaToya Williams and all of the staff that helped
organize the meeting here this evening.

3. With the Board’s approval and with the Resolution that will be circulated,
hopefully within twenty-four (24) hours, we will close on the two (2) BB&T
properties. Our schedule is for at least one of those to occur no later than the
29 , it’s imperative that we get those closed to avoid any impact to our fundth

balance.
4. Dr. English has invited me to a Master Planning process that will be held this

Wednesday at Southeastern Community College, so I will be out of the office
most of the day on Wednesday.

5. As I understand it, the audit process will begin as early as the 28  of June.th

Many of the items the Board approved under consent agenda items were for the
sole purpose of preparing for that audit. We look forward to completing the
audit process very soon. Our intent is to have the audit done on time, so that
there will be no issues with our Tabor City School project application that will
go before the LGC in November.

6. The Board has approved a Broadband Committee and you’re working in
partnership with ATMC to get feedback from the community about the needs
across the County for broadband technology. With the help of ATMC we have
developed a survey which is now posted on the County’s website, which is
www.columbusco.org, and if you live or reside in a household or business that
is not connected to high speed internet or if you have slower than normal
speeds, we ask our resident citizens and business owners to go to that website
and fill out the survey. The deadline to do that is around the 15  of August, soth

time is imperative to get that data in as quickly as possible. So please share this
survey with your constituents and encourage folks to go to our website to fill it
out. We will be going around the County with the partnership of ATMC, last
week we were in the Riegelwood Community with Commissioner Coleman and
provided information to his community. We are happy to do the same for your
respective districts, so please let us know how we can help get that information
out into the community and make sure we have good results from the survey.
Commissioner McDowell: It can be hard for individuals who don’t have
internet service to fill out a survey online, so I would suggest, and you may
already be doing this, that we put signs up in our library sites, senior centers,
and schools. I think we would receive a lot more participation that way.
County Manager Madden: I agree, good suggestions, we’ll make sure those

      take place.
7. I’ve asked the Department Managers to begin submitting a written monthly

report.  I know you are accustomed to getting one on an annual basis,  I’ve
asked the departments now to submit one on a monthly basis. It may be a more

 abbreviated one than you normally see but at least it will provide information to
you regularly from those respective departments.

8. This evening the Board approved the relocation of the Utility Billing Staff to be
under the supervision of the Finance Director. That recommendation was
mentioned in your audit and I commend the Board for approving that. We are
now recommending that the Finance Office and the Utility Billing Staff be
relocated to the Courthouse Branch BB&T property you recently acquired or
will acquire within the next few days. That will take place soon after closing,
sometime in July. The building is set up very nicely for the staff with 3 drive

http://www.columbusco.org,
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thru windows. It’s a very visible location and a more adequate space than what
is currently being utilized. 

9. Finally the Board has made it a priority for the Recreation Master Plan process
to begin, you’ve appointed members to the committee and Ms. Julie Strickland
has solicited bids from various consultants and hopefully we will have those
tabulated in time to be placed on your July 06  agenda.th

10. I would just like to reassure the Board that the Consent Agenda process is only
meant to approve things that are routine and recurring. The Board approved
some items that were under recommendation by the Finance Office. They were
not new appropriations, they were just simply an administrative adjustment of
things that were previously approved and are now in compliance with the
GASB 84 standards that the Federal Government now imposes upon you. Most,
if not all, of those items under consent were for that purpose only it had to be
done prior to June 30  date in order to be in compliance with the GASB 84th

standard.

RECESS REGULAR SESSION and enter into CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with
N.C.G.S § 143-318.11(a) (3) ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE; (4) ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT; and (6) PERSONNEL:

  At 8:40 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to recess Regular Session and enter
into Closed Session in accordance with N.C.G.S. § 143-318.11(a) (3) Attorney-Client Privilege; (4)
Economic Development; and (6) Personnel, seconded by Commissioner Smith. The motion
unanimously passed.

Agenda Item #26. CLOSED SESSION in ACCORDANCE with N.C.G.S, § 143-318.11(a) (3)
ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE; (4) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT;
and (6) PERSONNEL.

No official action was taken.

ADJOURN CLOSED SESSION and resume REGULAR SESSION:
 

At 10:24 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn Closed Session and resume
Regular Session, seconded by Commissioner McDowell. The motion unanimously passed.

READING and APPROVAL of CLOSED SESSION GENERAL ACCOUNT:

Chairman Bullard requested Edwin J. Madden, Jr., County Manager, to orally read the Closed
Session General Account. Mr. Madden orally read the following: “The Board discussed economic
development issues with Gary Lanier, discussed possible future litigation with County Attorney
Amanda Prince and discussed personnel matters. No official action was taken.”

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Closed Session General Account, seconded
by Commissioner Smith. The motion unanimously passed.

MOTION:  

Commissioner Coleman made a motion to approve Boyd Worley’s contract for Board Attorney
contract services, seconded by Commissioner Watts. A roll call vote was taken with the following
results:

AYES: Commissioners Watts, Smith, McDowell, Coleman and Vice Chairman McMillian and
Chairman Bullard

NAYS: Commissioner Byrd

The motion passes on a six (6) to one (1) vote.

Agenda Item #27. ADJOURNMENT:

At 10:26 P.M., Commissioner Smith made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Vice Chairman
McMillian. The motion unanimously passed. These minutes were recorded by LaToya Williams, and
typed by June B. Hall, Clerk to the Board, and LaToya Williams.
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APPROVED:

____________________________    ______________________________
AMANDA B. PRINCE, Deputy Clerk to Board     RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V
COMBINATION BOARD MEETING

Monday, June 21, 2021
8:15 P.M.

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and at the
above stated time at South Columbus High School, 40 Stallion Drive, Tabor City, North Carolina
28463, for the purpose to act as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District I Board.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: APPOINTEES PRESENT:
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager
Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, County Attorney
Chris Smith Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Officer
Giles E. Byrd
Lavern Coleman APPOINTEE ABSENT:
Brent Watts June B. Hall, Clerk to the Board (Excused)
Charles T. McDowell

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

At 8:15 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County
Water and Sewer District I Board Meeting to order.

Agenda Item #24: AUTOMATED METER READING CAPITAL PROJECT
ORDINANCE for WATER DISTRICT I:

Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is requesting approval of Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District I Capital Project Ordinance.

COLUMBUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
Ordinance making appropriations to the Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District I Capital Project Fund

for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina as
follows:

Section 1: The following amounts are hereby made to the Automated Meter Reading
Contract - Water District I Capital Project pursuant to G.S. 159-13.2 for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2020.

Project Appropriations
41-7111-519050 Construction AMR System - Water District I          $           540,300

Total Appropriations - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds          $           540,300

Source of Revenue
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41-3713-498001 Transfer From General Fund - Water District I          $           540,300

Total Estimated Revenues - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds          $           540,300

Section 2: The project undertaken pursuant to this ordinance is in accordance with the
Recommended Budget and any changes made during the County Commissioners' budget work
sessions.

Section 3: The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project
Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy all applicable regulations. The terms
of any financing agreement also shall be met.

Section 4: The County desires to expend its own funds for the purpose of paying certain costs
of various projects, for which expenditures of the County reasonably expects to reimburse itself from
the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the County.

Section 5: All expenditures relating to obtaining any bond referendum and or installment
purchase will be reimbursed from bond proceeds and installment purchase proceeds in accordance
with the requirements of the United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.

Section 6: This declaration of official intents is made pursuant to Section 1.150-2 of the
Treasury Regulations to expressly declare the official intent of the County to reimburse itself from
the proceeds of debt to be hereinafter incurred by the County for certain expenditures paid by the
County on or after the date which is sixty (60) days prior to the date hereof.

Section 7: The County intends to seek Federal, State, and/or other grant funding to reduce
the amount of loan proceeds. The adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County Manager and/or
his representative to apply for and accept such funding if awarded.

Section 8: This project ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Board of
Commissioners of Columbus County. Within five days hereof, copies of this ordinance shall be filed
with the finance office in Columbus County, and with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of
Columbus County. Copies of the Capital Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget
Officer, the Project Manager and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

This Capital Project shall become effective on June 21, 2021.
ADOPTED, this 21st day of June, 2021.

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, CHAIRMAN
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ JUNE HALL, CLERK TO THE BOARD

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Automated Meter Reading Capital Project
Ordinance for Water District I, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously
passed.

ADJOURNMENT:



267
At 8:16 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner

Smith. The motion unanimously passed.

APPROVED:

_______________________________ ___________________________
AMANDA B. PRINCE, Deputy Clerk to Board RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V
COMBINATION BOARD MEETING

Monday, June 21, 2021
8:15 P.M.

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and at the
above stated time in the Dempsey B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville,
North Carolina 28472, for the purpose to act as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District II
Board.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: APPOINTEES PRESENT:
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager
Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, County Attorney
Chris Smith Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Officer
Giles E. Byrd
Lavern Coleman APPOINTEE ABSENT:
Brent Watts June B. Hall, Clerk to the Board (Excused)
Charles T. McDowell

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

At 8:15 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County
Water and Sewer District II Board Meeting to order.

Agenda Item #24: AUTOMATED METER READING CAPITAL PROJECT
ORDINANCE for WATER DISTRICT II:

Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is requesting approval of Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District II Capital Project Ordinance.

COLUMBUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
Ordinance making appropriations to the Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District II Capital Project Fund

for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina as
follows:

Section 1: The following amounts are hereby made to the Automated Meter Reading
Contract - Water District II Capital Project pursuant to G.S. 159-13.2 for the fiscal year beginning
July 1, 2020.

Project Appropriations
41-7112-519050 Construction AMR System - Water District II           $           759,900

Total Appropriations - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds           $           759,900



286
Source of Revenue

41-3714-498001 Transfer From General Fund - Water District II          $           759,900
Total Estimated Revenues - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds          $           759,900

Section 2: The project undertaken pursuant to this ordinance is in accordance with the
Recommended Budget and any changes made during the County Commissioners' budget work
sessions.

Section 3: The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project
Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy all applicable regulations. The terms
of any financing agreement also shall be met.

Section 4: The County desires to expend its own funds for the purpose of paying certain costs
of various projects, for which expenditures of the County reasonably expects to reimburse itself from
the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the County.

Section 5: All expenditures relating to obtaining any bond referendum and or installment
purchase will be reimbursed from bond proceeds and installment purchase proceeds in accordance
with the requirements of the United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.

Section 6: This declaration of official intents is made pursuant to Section 1.150-2 of the
Treasury Regulations to expressly declare the official intent of the County to reimburse itself from
the proceeds of debt to be hereinafter incurred by the County for certain expenditures paid by the
County on or after the date which is sixty (60) days prior to the date hereof.

Section 7: The County intends to seek Federal, State, and/or other grant funding to reduce
the amount of loan proceeds. The adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County Manager and/or
his representative to apply for and accept such funding if awarded.

Section 8: This project ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Board of
Commissioners of Columbus County. Within five days hereof, copies of this ordinance shall be filed
with the finance office in Columbus County, and with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of
Columbus County. Copies of the Capital Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget
Officer, the Project Manager and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

This Capital Project shall become effective on June 21, 2021.
ADOPTED, this 21st day of June, 2021.

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, CHAIRMAN
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ JUNE HALL, CLERK TO THE BOARD

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Automated Meter Reading Capital Project
Ordinance for Water District II, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously
passed.

ADJOURNMENT:
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At 8:16 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner
Smith. The motion unanimously passed.

APPROVED:

_________________________________ _____________________________ 
AMANDA B. PRINCE, Deputy Clerk to Board RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V
COMBINATION BOARD MEETING

Monday, June 21, 2021
8:15 P.M.

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and at the
above stated time in the Dempsey B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville,
North Carolina 28472, for the purpose to act as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District III
Board.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: APPOINTEES PRESENT:
Ricky Bullard, Chairman Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager
Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, County Attorney
Chris Smith Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Officer
Giles E. Byrd
Lavern Coleman APPOINTEE ABSENT:
Brent Watts June B. Hall, Clerk to the Board (Excused)
Charles T. McDowell

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

At 8:15 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County
Water and Sewer District III Board Meeting to order.

Agenda Item #24: AUTOMATED METER READING CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE
for WATER DISTRICT III:

Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is requesting approval of Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District III Capital Project Ordinance.

COLUMBUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
Ordinance making appropriations to the Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District III Capital Project Fund

for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina as follows:

Section 1: The following amounts are hereby made to the Automated Meter Reading Contract -
Water District III Capital Project pursuant to G.S. 159-13.2 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.

Project Appropriations
56-7113-519050 Construction AMR System - Water District III              $           445,225

Total Appropriations - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds  $           445,225

Source of Revenue
56-3715-498001 Transfer From General Fund - Water District III  $           445,225

Total Estimated Revenues - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds  $           445,225
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Section 2: The project undertaken pursuant to this ordinance is in accordance with the
Recommended Budget and any changes made during the County Commissioners' budget work
sessions.

Section 3: The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project Fund
sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy all applicable regulations. The terms of any
financing agreement also shall be met.

Section 4: The County desires to expend its own funds for the purpose of paying certain costs
of various projects, for which expenditures of the County reasonably expects to reimburse itself from
the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the County.

Section 5: All expenditures relating to obtaining any bond referendum and or installment
purchase will be reimbursed from bond proceeds and installment purchase proceeds in accordance with
the requirements of the United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.

Section 6: This declaration of official intents is made pursuant to Section 1.150-2 of the
Treasury Regulations to expressly declare the official intent of the County to reimburse itself from the
proceeds of debt to be hereinafter incurred by the County for certain expenditures paid by the County
on or after the date which is sixty (60) days prior to the date hereof.

Section 7: The County intends to seek Federal, State, and/or other grant funding to reduce the
amount of loan proceeds. The adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County Manager and/or his
representative to apply for and accept such funding if awarded.

Section 8: This project ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Board of
Commissioners of Columbus County. Within five days hereof, copies of this ordinance shall be filed
with the finance office in Columbus County, and with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of
Columbus County. Copies of the Capital Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget
Officer, the Project Manager and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

This Capital Project shall become effective on June 21, 2021.
ADOPTED, this 21st day of June, 2021.

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, CHAIRMAN
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ JUNE HALL, CLERK TO THE BOARD

Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Automated Meter Reading Capital Project
Ordinance for Water District III, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously
passed.

ADJOURNMENT:

At 8:16 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner
Smith. The motion unanimously passed.
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APPROVED:

_______________________________ ___________________________
AMANDA B. PRINCE, Deputy Clerk to Board RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
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COLUMBUS COUNTY WATER and SEWER DISTRICTS I, II, III, IV and V
COMBINATION BOARD MEETING

Monday, June 21, 2021
8:15 P.M.

The Honorable Columbus County Commissioners met on the above stated date and at the
above stated time in the Dempsey B. Herring Courthouse Annex, 112 West Smith Street, Whiteville,
North Carolina 28472, for the purpose to act as the Columbus County Water and Sewer District V
Board.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: APPOINTEES PRESENT:

Ricky Bullard, Chairman Edwin H. Madden, Jr., County Manager
Jerome McMillian, Vice Chairman Amanda B. Prince, County Attorney
Chris Smith Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Officer
Giles E. Byrd
Lavern Coleman APPOINTEE ABSENT:
Brent Watts June B. Hall, Clerk to the Board (Excused)
Charles T. McDowell

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:

At 8:15 P.M., Chairman Ricky Bullard called the combination meeting of Columbus County
Water and Sewer District V Board Meeting to order.

Agenda Item #24: AUTOMATED METER READING CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE
for WATER DISTRICT V:

Jay Leatherman, Interim Finance Director, is requesting approval of Automated Meter Reading
Contract - Water District V Capital Project Ordinance.

COLUMBUS COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA
Ordinance making appropriations to the Automated Meter
Reading Contract - Water District V Capital Project Fund

for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Columbus County, North Carolina as follows:

Section 1: The following amounts are hereby made to the Automated Meter Reading Contract -
Water District V Capital Project pursuant to G.S. 159-13.2 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.

Project Appropriations
46-7115-519050 Construction AMR System - Water District V             $           244,150

Total Appropriations - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds $           244,150
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Source of Revenue
56-3715-498001 Transfer From General Fund - Water District V   $           244,150

Total Estimated Revenues - Automated Meter Reading Contract Funds $           244,150

Section 2: The project undertaken pursuant to this ordinance is in accordance with the
Recommended Budget and any changes made during the County Commissioners' budget work
sessions.

Section 3: The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project Fund
sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy all applicable regulations. The terms of any
financing agreement also shall be met.

Section 4: The County desires to expend its own funds for the purpose of paying certain costs
of various projects, for which expenditures of the County reasonably expects to reimburse itself from
the proceeds of debt to be incurred by the County.

Section 5: All expenditures relating to obtaining any bond referendum and or installment
purchase will be reimbursed from bond proceeds and installment purchase proceeds in accordance with
the requirements of the United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2.

Section 6: This declaration of official intents is made pursuant to Section 1.150-2 of the
Treasury Regulations to expressly declare the official intent of the County to reimburse itself from the
proceeds of debt to be hereinafter incurred by the County for certain expenditures paid by the County
on or after the date which is sixty (60) days prior to the date hereof.

Section 7: The County intends to seek Federal, State, and/or other grant funding to reduce the
amount of loan proceeds. The adoption of this ordinance authorizes the County Manager and/or his
representative to apply for and accept such funding if awarded.

Section 8: This project ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Board of
Commissioners of Columbus County. Within five days hereof, copies of this ordinance shall be filed
with the finance office in Columbus County, and with the Clerk to the Board of Commissioners of
Columbus County. Copies of the Capital Project Ordinance shall be made available to the Budget
Officer, the Project Manager and the Finance Officer for direction in carrying out this project.

This Capital Project shall become effective on June 21, 2021.
ADOPTED, this 21st day of June, 2021.

/s/ RICKY BULLARD, CHAIRMAN
COLUMBUS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

/s/ JUNE HALL, CLERK TO THE BOARD



235
Commissioner Byrd made a motion to approve the Automated Meter Reading Capital Project

Ordinance for Water District V, seconded by Vice Chairman McMillian. The motion unanimously
passed.

ADJOURNMENT:

At 8:16 P.M., Commissioner Byrd made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner
Smith. The motion unanimously passed.

APPROVED:

_______________________________   ______________________________
AMANDA B. PRINCE, Deputy Clerk to Board RICKY BULLARD, Chairman
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